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The Lower Classes 
-“Like most underbred persons who have risen in life, she had a considerable mania for 
fine people; a mania which was often too broadly displayed” (Granby 1:50). 
-“fashion is not so aristocratic as many imagine; it may be bought, like most other things. 
We, who had great grandfathers, ought to wish it were otherwise” (Granby 1:257). 
-“Dexterously penetrating, at the same time, into the character and feelings of the 
young Lord, and willing to flatter him, by showing that he was not courting mere rank, he 
would sometimes, with the most natural air of inadvertence, call him by his surname, and 
affect to forget that he had arrived at the dignity of a peerage” (Granby 3:227). 
-“The plebian conquests of the University, or the sighs of the lady’s-maid and vicar’s 
daughter at Ormington Hall are unworthy of record . . . . My pen lends itself only to 
adventures proper and specific to the Honourable Cecil Danby, the arch-coxcomb of his 
coxcombical times” (Cecil 13). 
-“it was my intention, on quitting Oxford, not to consort with a single fellow less than ten 
years my senior. At your age and mine, one must live for one’s improvement” (Cecil 18). 
-“Hanmer had a good-humoured jocular face, of most unlawyer-like promise; and was 
especially odious to me as a man who made merry with a solemn subject. I never liked 
Shakespeare’s grave-diggers, and above all things I hate a comical physician or punning 
lawyer” (Cecil 20). 
-“I abhor people who enter a room rubbing their hands, and drawing in their breath. It is 
the favourite entrée en scène of dentists, attorneys, and other excruciators of the public 
min and body” (Cecil 22). 
-“with the abuse of propriety distinguishing the genuine Bond-street lounger, these 
individuals were dressed in the bang-up style, which the Barouche Club had brought into 
fashion, - their dialect being the newly-discovered European tongue, called slang. – I saw 
at a glance that I, Cecil Danby, should irremediably soil my fingers by contact with such 
gentry” (Cecil 62-63). 
-“Small grooms were just ‘come in,’ – as they say of green peas, strawberries, and 
fashions. Women have in all ages been addicted to trifles of this description, such as 
pages, dwarfs, and marmosets. But it remained for our own times to attach to the six feet 



two of full developed manhood, three feet, of less, by way of henchman to its valour” 
(Cecil 69-70). 
-“The music and the morrice-dancing have gone from England; and instead of providing . 
. . for the amusement of the grinded labourer, our aristocracy now regard with the most 
watchful jealousy his most distant approach to festivity. They cannot beat the rustic to be 
merry: disorder and amusement are words for the same offence” (Godolphin 1:128-129). 
-One “rarely lasts above a London season. We allow the low-born author to be the lion 
this year; but we dub him a bore the next” (Godolphin 1:228). 
-“’We will make the price of admission low . . . and keep out the roturiers. There shall be 
no ostentation of wealth, no suppers. It will be every thing if these entertainments, being 
perfectly distinct from those of rich bankers, rich bankers cannot affect to vie with us” 
(Godolphin 1:282). 
-“The classes that border upon the highest . . . struggle to emulate the ton of their 
superiors . . . It frets, it irritates, but it keeps them alive” (Godolphin 2:128). 
-“Mrs. Million arrived, and kept her promise; only three carriages-and-four! Out of the 
first descended the mighty lady herself, with some noble friends, who formed the most 
distinguished part of her suite: out of the second came her physician, Dr. Sly; her toad-
eater, Miss Gusset; her secretary, and her page. The third carriage bore her groom of the 
chambers, and three female attendants. There were only two men servants to each 
equipage; nothing could be more moderate, or, as Miss Gusset said, ‘in better taste’” 
(Vivian Grey 1:182). 
-“the nameless nothings that are always lounging about the country mansions of the great, 
such as artists, tourists, authors, and other live stock, soon disappear” (Vivian Grey 2:30). 
-“It was announced that he had engaged himself to be married to Miss Emily Busbridge . 
. . . ‘The name,’ said Jane, ‘does not sound aristocratic’” (Sayings and Doings, Second 
Series, Vol. I 8). 
-“Mrs. Sutherland shed tears as she parted with her faithful domestics. It was natural that 
she should” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 46). 
-“The Abberlys had, besides their coachman, but one male servant, who waited at dinner 
in a livery, sometimes assisted by the said coachman fresh from the stables, smelling like 
Astley’s Amphitheatre of Arts. And they kept a blue coach, with red wheels and yellow 
ciphers painted on the panels, drawn by a pair of job horses, and Mr. Abberly used to 
think it quite spiry to wear a white hat and sit upon the coach-box and drive them himself 
on Sundays” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 229). 
-“Dyson undertook the choice of coachmen and grooms; Wilson himself selected for 
Miss (as he called Louisa) a pair of superfine ladies’ footmen, with long legs and broad 
shoulders” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series Vol. I 241). 
-“’did you never read how near sublimity is to bombast? . . . . How closely the ridiculous 
treads upon the heels of the magnificent? . . . . What would look like vulgarity in a 
common person is mere ease and familiarity in high life’” ( Sayings and Doings, Second 
Series, Vol. II 66). 
-“’Miss Leech . . . assents to my dicta, scolds my maid when the weather is too hot to 
allow me to do it myself, read the Morning Post and makes tea, curls the poodles, plays 
propriety when I have men parties, and rides backward in the barouche’” (Sayings and 
Doings, Second Series, Vol. II 82). 



-“There is a vulgar proverb much in use amongst the lower classes . . . which says, ‘give 
a dog a bad name and hang him’” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. II 133). 
-“dress alone was destroying the distinction of ranks, and that at church silks were 
commoner than stuffs” (Romance and Reality 1:26). 
-“nature never intended the whole human race to be gentlemen” (Romance and Reality 
2:257). 
-“preparatory to his visit to Campfield, Mr. Snobguess had expenced [sic] a shilling upon 
a book called ‘Etiquette for Gentlemen!’ and, with an ingenuity peculiar to genius, he 
was now filling up the interstices of time by discussing mutton and manners at one and 
the same moment” (Cheveley 330). 
-“’how vaustly [sic] impertinent it was of such people [non-aristocrats] to have mahogany 
doors and window frames’” (Cheveley 335). 
-“there is no character which ha low-minded man so much distrusts, as that of a 
gentleman” (Vanity Fair* 238). 
-“An article as necessary to a lady in this position as her brougham or her bouquet, is her 
companion. I have always admired the way in which the tender creatures, who cannot 
exist without sympathy, hire an exceedingly plain friend of their own sex from whom 
they are almost inseparable” (Vanity Fair* 436). 
-“she entertained her neighbours by stories of her brother, Sir Pitt, and her great London 
acquaintance; talking that easy, fashionable slipslop, which has so much effect upon 
certain folks of small breeding” (Vanity Fair* 750). 
-“It is a great mistake to judge of Snobs lightly, and think they exist among the lower 
classes merely. An immense per-centage of Snobs, I believe, is to be found in every rank 
of this mortal life. You must not judge hastily or vulgarly of Snobs: to do so shows that 
you are yourself a Snob” (The Book of Snobs 3). 
-“we can’t well associate with the attorney’s family, as I leave you to suppose . . . . One 
may ask one’s medical man to one’s table certainly: but his family . . .” (The Book of 
Snobs 119). 
-“If you frequent houses . . . where are many good fellows and amiable ladies who cannot 
afford to have their doors opened or their tables attended by men, pray be particularly 
courteous . . . to the women-servants. Thank them when they serve you. Give them a 
half-crown now and then – nay, as often as your means will permit” (Sketches and 
Travels in London 224). 
-“The great comfort of the society of great folks is, that they do not trouble themselves 
about your twopenny little person, as smaller persons do, but take you for what you are” 
(Sketches and Travels in London 261). 
-“Vulgar people know nothing of the necessaries required in good society, and the credit 
they give is as short as their pedigree” (Pelham 1:1-2).  
-“To say the truth, the whole place reeked with vulgarity. The men drank beer by the 
gallon, and eat cheese by the hundred weight – wore jockey-cut coats, and talked slang – 
rode for wagers, and swore when they lost – smoked in your face, and expectorated on 
the floor. Their proudest glory was to drive the mail – their mightiest exploit to box with 
the coachman – their most delicate amour to leer at the barmaid” (Pelham 1:13). 
-“How common people always buy their opinions with their goods, and regulate the 
height of the former by the mere price or fashion of the latter” (Pelham 1:62-63). 



-“I have often wondered what common people think of us, since, in their novels, they 
always affect to pourtray [sic] us so different from themselves. I am very much afraid, we 
are in all things exactly like them, except in being the more simple and unaffected. The 
higher the rank, indeed, the less pretence, because there is less to pretend to. This is the 
chief reason why our manners are better than low persons; our are more natural, because 
the imitate no one else . . . whatever is evidently borrowed becomes vulgar” (Pelham 
1:232-233). 
-“The fact is, Mrs. Busby was a remarkably sly person, as most well-fed domestics are” 
(Confessions of an Old Bachelor 45).  
-“Of all human beings, I think a huge black woman is the most detestable to contemplate” 
(Confessions of an Old Bachelor 52). 
-“if people are not very elegant and pleasing, I would rather have them quite outrés, and I 
understand these Rowcrofts are new people in every sense of the world, they are perfect 
parvenus” (Tales of Perplexity 63). 
-“it was the first housemaid whom Lumley had ever seen in that house, so invisible were 
the wheels of the domestic machine carried on” (Ernest Maltravers 1:251). 
-“Mrs. Elphinstone could recall no precedent for asking a governess to be seated in her 
presence” (The Governess 10). 
-“’Augusta made it one of the conditions on hiring her governess, that she should be 
ugly’” (The Governess 125).  
-“The servants attended in their state liveries, and the old family harper, who sat in a 
recess of the apartment, struck up his liveliest strains at the entrance of Lady Harold and 
her son” (Harold the Exile 1:117) 
-“’My mother . . . had too high a sense of what was due to her own rank in society, to 
admit the familiar acquaintance of professors; who, however entitled, by their genius, to 
admiration, were not formed by situation or education to be her intimates’” (Harold the 
Exile 1:181). 
-“His valet de chambre, a Frenchman, presided with invariable punctuality at his toilette 
twice a-day” (Florence Macarthy 1:9). 
-“the Mordaunt family . . . . would have been shocked at the idea of engaging a laundry 
maid who frequented the neighbouring meeting house” (Women As They Are 1:279). 
-“In a word, a governess is expected to possess every attribute of mind and manner which 
can enable her to qualify her pupils for the highest spheres, yet to be set apart herself 
from all society. This miserable non-descript of perfection is not to associate with the 
domestics belonging to the establishment, nor yet must she dare to mingle with the 
masters of the family” (Conduct is Fate 1:76).  
-“Servants have a quicker perception of the plans of their masters than their masters 
imagine” (Agnes Serle 1:10).  
-“’poor people are always stupid, and cannot expect to be liked’” (Agnes Serle 1:27). 
-“’I hate country girls! they always profess to know every thing, or nothing; and I do not 
know which is worse, to hear them murder music and talk of their country beaux and 
vulgar flirtations, as if they were civilized beings; or to be teased to death with their 
questions about Almacks and the Opera; their stupid wonder at every thing not 
wonderful’” (Agnes Serle 1:32-33). 



-“A woman of fashion has no particular predilection for cultivating the acquaintance of 
relatives who only come under the class of gentlemen by virtue of a commission” (The 
Three Eras of Woman’s Life 1:13).  
-“’Rachel! – Just the name of people of their caste! – I might have guessed it. I see her 
exactly. Rather tall, - bony, - square; - thin lips –sallow complexion, - long, thin, black 
hair, plainly braided; - is not that a likeness?’” (The Three Eras of Woman’s Life 1:152). 
-“Alfred’s aversion and contempt for this industrious class of individuals was invincible; 
they were useful, it is true, and necessary to his existence, and he detested them the more 
from this circumstance; and consequently treated them with the most sovereign insult and  
disdain” (Almack’s Revisited 1:189). 
-“my cook is, I think, cheap, she gets only a hundred a-year, tea, and washing; my butler, 
who lived with four successive Lord Meyors, has eighty; my under butler, who is 
remarkable, as you see, for cleaning plate, forty; and my footmen twenty-eight guineas 
each” (Almack’s Revisited 2:217-218). 
-“I must declare that I had rather give a hundred or two [pounds] more to my cook, than 
to any other servant in my house; for one’s whole domestic comfort depends upon one’s 
cook” (The Exclusives 2:155-156).  
-“this will be a lesson to the overweening vanity and pride of the labouring classes, who 
think of nothing but giving that outward show and polish to their children which is 
unfitted  to their stations, and which ends too frequently in their undoing” (The 
Separation 1:86).  
 
Religion 
-Religion should be “of a kind well calculated for worldly wear. Like the best coat of a 
London shopman, it made its appearance only on a Sunday, and was carefully laid by on 
the intervening week days . . . . religion was a good thing, and ought to be kept up, and 
that, like cheap soup, it was ‘excellent for the poor” (Granby 1:54-55). 
-The Miss Cliftons “led the fashionable throng to the Caledonian chapel, Cross-street, 
Hatton Garden”(Granby 1:104). 
-“’Do you know what made her such a violent Anti-Catholic? She was disappointed at 
Rome – ill used, she says, about a front place at one of the ceremonies in the Holy 
Week!’” (Granby 3:194). 
-“An involuntary smile overspread my features while hinting my suspicions that I was 
intended by my father for the Church; and a faint shriek burst from Lady Ormington’s 
lips at the announcement. The horror of being mother to a parson! – a licensed dealer in 
sermons” (Cecil 12). 
-“’No one is petted so much as a political apostate, except, perhaps, a religious one’” 
(Vivian Grey 388*). 
-“Religion was made on purpose for women and children” (Cheveley 48). 
-“she is a most respectable and honourable lady. She goes to church of course: she would 
fancy the Church in danger if she did not” (The Book of Snobs 28). 
-“the “Starling Club” . . . [is] composed of clergymen, atheists, authors, and artists. Their 
chief conversation is blasphemy: they have statues of Socrates and Mahomet on the 
centre-piece of the dinner-table, take every opportunity of being disrespectful to Moses, 
and a dignified clergyman always proposes the Glorious, Pious, and Immortal Memory of 



Confucius. Grace is said backwards, and the Catechism treated with the most irreverent 
ribald” (Sketches and Travels in London 238).  
-“I hope you go to church sometimes: I am sorry to see the young men of the present day 
so irreligious” (Pelham 1:233). 
-“religion . . . means the possession of a well-curtained, well-cushioned, well-carpeted 
pew in a fashionable chapel” (Sayings and Doings, or, Danvers 55). 
-“Start not, gentle reader! Gabrielle was no Papist” (Harold the Exile 2:283) 
-“was Nimrod a religious person then! Oh! he must be as old as the hills. Some old-
fashioned quiz, I dare say” (Finesse 1:311).  
-“I was pious, and prayed fervently and frequently . . . . I heard the Bible read with 
reverence; and when Gertrude sang a hymn of praise to the Creator, my soul seemed 
raised with her’s [sic] to heaven” (Graham Hamilton 1:34).  
-“Frederic did not like Sunday, he thought it a dull day . . . . it was so insufferably 
tiresome to hear every body you meet talk about going to church . . . . He never went to 
church, excepting accidentally when at home” (Country Houses 1:70). 
-“’Oh, after church there is no objection to diverting one’s-self innocently; it is 
impossible to read and pray all day: besides I like to make the Sunday, on principle, a 
gay, chearful [sic] day’” (The Exclusives 1:154). 
-“’those papists are queer folks’” (Country Houses 3:1-2).  
-“’A Methodist,’ sneered the Duchess . . . . ‘If there be one character more detestable than 
another, it is a Puritan or a Pharisee of this kind’” ( The Three Eras of Woman’s Life 2:5). 
-“’A female atheist seems to me not only a monster, but an anomaly’” (The Three Eras of 
Woman’s Life 3:177).  
-“’It reminds me of an Irish lady, who turned Protestant because there are no pews in the 
Catholic churches, and that all ranks are mingled together without respect to persons’” 
(The Two Friends 1:12).  
-“Fortunately, as society is now constituted, morality and religion are not so 
unfashionable but that some appearance of both is often thought desirable, even by those 
who do not possess the least of either. This was precisely Sackville’s view of the case. 
Had atheism been fashionable he would probably have professed it’” (Herbert Lacy 
1:227). 
-“He would not have a single Catholic emancipated for all the value he placed on his 
eternal salvation, because he knew for certain, that if such an innovation were ever 
admitted, the Pope would very soon become Archbishop of Canterbury, and a general 
conflagration of all Protestants would be the natural consequence” (The School of 
Fashion 1:3). 
 
Newspapers/Magazines/Publications 
“Lady Jermyn’s eye, in glancing over the fashionable movements in the Morning Post” 
(Granby 1:66). 
-“’Lady Harriet, look at Caroline, and tell me if you don’t think a newspaper is an 
unsightly thing in a lady’s hand: - it makes even her look quite old-womanly’” (Granby 
3:198-199). 
-“I never read the ‘Times,’ unless when I have lost my poodle or a bunch of keys, and 
choose to ascertain that my advertisement has been correctly inserted (Cecil*, Preface 4-
5). 



-“[I had not enough] learning to enable me to decipher the newspapers, even if my ‘sweet 
mamma’ had not been too fine a lady to admit them into her boudoir” (Cecil 4). 
-“[It] might prove a bitterer critic than even the Quarterly Review” (Cecil 331). 
-“I have now written you an epistle as large as the Times newspaper” (Victims of Society 
10). 
-“Bertie was stretch horizontally on a sofa fast asleep, with the last number of the 
Edinburgh Review laying in his lap; which Magazine, until nature was fairly exhausted 
by the effort, he had been most laboriously attempting to peruse” (Sayings and Doings, 
Second Series, Vol. II 11). 
-“the porter, who was reading the fashionable news in the Morning Post, called a livery 
servant, who was reading the Times” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. II 23). 
-“Two daughters followed, who looked as if they had just stepped out o the Royal Lady’s 
Magazine – that is, the prevailing fashion exaggerated into caricature” (Romance and 
Reality 2:257). 
-“As long as a Court Circular exists, how the deuce are people whose names are 
chronicled in it ever to believe themselves the equals of the cringing race which daily 
reads that abominable trash?” (The Book of Snobs 20). 
-“there never was a review that has done so much for literature as the admirable 
Quarterly. It has its prejudices, to be sure, as which of us have not? . . . . There, again, is 
Blackwood’s Magazine – conspicuous for modest elegance and amiable satire; that 
review never passes the bounds of politeness in a joke . . . . The fiery enthusiasm of the 
Athenaeum is well know: and the bitter wit of the too difficult Literary Gazette. The 
Examiner is perhaps too timid, and the Spectator too boisterous in its praise” (The Book 
of Snobs 71). 
-“Even the Sunday newspapers could not find fault with her” (Pelham 1:9). 
-“I am perfectly convinced that a great portion of the depravity of the age is entirely 
owing to ‘The Morning Post” (The Baronet 30).  
-“One must be guided a little by the public press” (Sayings and Doings, or, Danvers 58). 
-“she could not refrain from bending a wistful eye upon the ball-describing details of the 
Morning Post” (Mrs. Armytage 1:42). 
-“A wife who had been lauded in the Quarterly, eulogized in the Edinburgh, sanctioned in 
the Westminster, and smothered in the panegyrics of New Monthly and Old – Fraser, 
Blackwood, and Athenaeum – immortalized in the Literary Gazette – renowned in the 
National Omnibus – a subject for the chisel and graver . . . . What would he have given to 
call her his” (The Fair of Mayfair 1:93-94).  
 
Letters 
-“you gentlemen seldom write except upon business” (Granby 1:69). 
-“If there be an object in this world from which every particle of the poetry of life is 
excluded . . . it is a lawyer’s letter. There is a savour of pounce about it, a dryness, -a 
sententiousness, - as if a pen plucked from the wing of that dullest of birds, the own, had 
ministered to its indictment” (Cecil 39). 
-“‘Is it true, then, that his letters are of the awful length that is whispered?’ ‘True! Oh! 
they are something beyond all conception! Perfect epistolary Boa Constrictors. I speak 
with feeling, for I have myself suffered under their voluminous windings’” (Vivan Grey 
138). 



-“her surprise was greater than before, when her parent selected from her collection of 
seals one with a motto, which, though in the French language, would no doubt speak 
plain English to the adept in matters of gallantry” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, 
Vol. II 157). 
-“Only when her pupils quitted the establishment, or when they were about to be married, 
and once, when poor Miss Birch died of the scarlet fever, was Miss Pinkerton known to 
write personally to the parents of her pupils; and it was Jemima’s opinion that if anything 
could console Mrs Birch for her daughter’s loss, it would that pious and eloquent 
composition in which Miss Pinkerton announced the event” (Vanity Fair* 8). 
-“there are no better satires than letters. Take a bundle of your dear friend’s of ten years 
back – your dear friend whom you hate now. Look at a file of your sister’s! how you 
clung to each other till you quarrelled about the twenty-pound legacy! Get down the 
round-hand scrawls of your son who has half broken your heart with selfish undutifulness 
since; or a parcel of your own, breathing endless ardour and love eternal, which were sent 
back by your mistress . . . . Vows, love, promises, confidences, gratitude, how queerly 
they read after a while!” (Vanity Fair* 213). 
-“The great red seal was emblazoned with the sham coat of arms which Osborne had 
assumed from the Peerage, with ‘Pax in bello’ [peace in war] for a motto; that of the 
ducal house with which the vain old man tried to fancy himself connected” (Vanity Fair* 
408). 
-“It was a beautiful letter, highly scented, on a pink paper and with a light green seal” 
(Vanity Fair* 620). 
-“Vulgar! Familiar! Vile scrawl! . . . . Who ever began a letter with such an address? 
‘Dear old cock!’ Odious!” (Confessions of an Old Bachelor 46).  
-“The history of fashionable note-writing is a page in the history of the times, as highly 
illustrative of the manners of the great as any other of more seeming import” (The 
Princess 1:108). 
-“do not commit yourself on paper, even to me [your father]. In writing, I always 
recommend initials; mere speaking is not so dangerous, as it is no pledge without 
witnesses” (At Home 1:75).  
-“Be not diffuse in your style. Never turn over leaf in a letter if it can possibly be 
avoided: it is always assumed that men in office have no leisure. Write on large paper to a 
minister, and on note-paper to his secretary; the first looks respectful, the second 
confidential. Above all things, don’t draw your similes from Ballyfoyle. Ireland should 
never be quoted on this side of the Channel, except in Parliament” (At Home 1:75-76). 
 
 
Invitations/Social Calls 
-“’general invitations stand for nothing . . . . it is the fashion to abuse general invitations 
[i.e., not to visit someone’s home if they only invite you in a polite and perfunctory ‘stop 
by any time’ manner]” (Granby 1:70). 
-“My mother used to receive tribes of visitors on a Sunday. Fine ladies often do, as the 
consequence of their retreat from the mobs let loose upon the earth on that day of general 
debondagement” (Cecil 123). 
-“The note expressed the usual number of fears, honours, and pleasures, which usually 
accompany invitations; was written in a hand of even more than usually elegant 



unintelligible expansiveness; was on pale sea-green paper, sealed with lilac wax; and 
came from Lady Alicia” (Romance and Reality 1:15-16). 
-“Lady Steyne’s carriage drove up to Mr Rawdon Crawley’s door, and . . . delivered in a 
couple of cards, on which were engraved the names of the Marchioness of Steyne and the 
Countess of Gaunt. If these bits of pasteboard had been beautiful pictures, or had had a 
hundred yards of Malines lace rolled round them, worth twice the number of guineas, 
Becky could not have regarded them with more pleasure. You may be sure they occupied 
a conspicuous place in the china bowl on the drawing-room table, where Becky kept the 
cards of her visitors” (Vanity Fair* 561). 
-“a sort of man who . . . sticks his best cards on his chimney piece, and write himself 
billet-doux from duchesses” (Pelham 1:152). 
-“’I am certain only very stupid people visit in country-houses; I have never seen any 
person I could like down here’” (Tales of Fashion and Reality 11). 
-“As there was no gentleman at her house to fulfil the etiquette of calling upon him, it 
was agreed that he should be introduced to her family at Eversfield Hall” (Tales of 
Perplexity 142).  
-“Their reception of their guests was kind and cordial; and the hearty shake of the hand 
bestowed by them on many of the visitors, absolutely shocked Lady Oakeley, who 
witnessed this vulgar ebullition of country hospitality with surprise and disgust” (The 
Governess 117-118). 
-They were “occasionally receiving a profusion of apologies for the mistake of being 
omitted at such a dance or such a dinner party, together with various romances about the 
stupidity of servants, the mislaying cards, the mistaking days” (Finesse 1:12).  
-“Sir Charles hastened into Vernon-street, to pay his adieux to the Forresters; but twelve 
o’clock was far too unfashionable an hour for any visitor to gain admittance at that 
house” (Finesse 1:147-148).  
-“’Don’t ask the Rochdales – they are such bores!’ said Lady Berwick . . . . ‘So they are,’ 
said Sire James Berwick, ‘bores, I allow, but not active ones. Their’s [sic] is a state of 
passive boredom. They don’t inflict – they only suffer’” (Arlington 1:161).  
-“The intercourse between the two families had always been scrupulously maintained by 
the regular alternation of prescribed visits; and the acceptance of the expected invitation 
always was received on both sides with great appearance of satisfaction. Not that much 
pleasure was ever anticipated by either; but any falling off in their reciprocal cordiality 
would at once have threatened to disturb the political peace of the country” (Yes and No 
1:139-140).  
-“we, of course, never think of accepting invitations to any but the best places. Mamma 
has, very properly, always objected to such a complete waste of time as that would be” 
(Dacre: A Novel 1:41).  
-“Of all seasons of the year, March is perhaps the least propitious to a formal country 
visit” (The Fair of Mayfair 1:277).  
 
Clothing/Dress 
-“there was just a sufficient accession of cold to awaken ‘the fair’ to a becoming sense of 
the soft comforts of swansdown and chinchilla, and the ‘lords of the creation’ to the 
substantial merits of double-milled drab [undyed cloth] and lined beaver [i.e. a man’s 
hat]” (Granby 1:75). 



-“the Hon. Mr. Tarleton, [was] an effeminate looking young man, more particularly 
distinguished by a very ‘recherché’ attire, a profusion of chain work, several rings, a well 
curled head, and a highly scented handkerchief. His talk was as pretty as his appearance, 
and his acquirements corresponded. He had a correct taste in bijouterie and dress, took in 
the Journal des Modes, could tell Lyons silk from English by the feel, and was not to be 
deceived (it was said) by paste diamonds at any distance” (Granby 1:84-85). 
-“He scorned to share his fame with his tailor” (Granby 1:108). 
-“’There certainly is a horrid deal of vile counterfeit finery afloat – a most disgusting 
affectation of hauteur and uppishness’” ( Granby 1:138). 
-“Rank, beauty, and splendour were richly blended. They gay attire; the glittering jewels; 
the more resplendent features they adorned, and too frequently the rouged cheek of the 
sexagenarian: the vigilant chaperon; the fair but languid form which she conducted; well 
curled heads, well propped with starch; well whiskered Guards-men; and here and there 
fat good-humored elderly gentlemen, with stars upon their coats; - all these united in one 
close medley – a curious piece of living mosaic. Most of them came to see and to be 
seen’” (Granby 1:248-249). 
-“’His bill at Smith’s was quite a curiosity; - twenty pounds more than mine at Stultze’s’” 
(Granby 1:255). 
-“’talking of pictures, did I ever shew you the one that I have of Louisa Darrell? . . . . it is 
set so that it may be worn. I have never worn it – it is not the mode – but then, you know, 
I might wear it’” (Granby 2:54). 
-“’Who ever thought of wearing the same dresses two nights successively?’” (The 
Davenels 1:53). 
-“at six months old [I wore] . . . .a splendid satin cockade . . . while a flowing robe of 
embroidered cambric, four feet by ten, disguised my nonentityism . . . . The spectacle, 
enhanced by a showy sash of gorgeous ribbon, was the very thing to captivate a baby’s 
eye . . . adorned with a satin cockade and twelve yards of superfine French cambric” 
(Cecil 1-3). 
-“The cockade generation of to-day is at a premium. One might fancy all the little boys 
one meets were heirs apparent . . . and all the little girls, countesses in embryo. They are 
not only clothed in purple and fine linen, Flanders lace and Oriental cashmeres, but we 
hear of nursery governesses, nursery footmen, the childrens’ [sic] carriage, the childrens’ 
[sic] pair of hoses!” (Cecil 10).  
-“The Reign of Terror had frightened people out of their wits, and out of their hair-
powder. Buckles had give place to shoe-ties; and love-locks and chignons to crops à la 
victime, and à la guillotine” (Cecil 11). 
-“’There is only Paris for a waistcoat! – London produces buckskins and boots, - 
Germany has its coats, - but nothing like Paris for a waistcoat!’” (Cecil 19). 
-“Had I, in anticipation of my fusty visit to my father’s man of business, neglected to arm 
myself with my usual implements of destruction? –No! – My tie was sublime, my shirt 
frill of ‘lawn as white as driven snow; my buckskins and tops unimpeachable!” (Cecil 
22). 
-“the waistcoat of Jack Harris seemed to flutter before my eyes, as a memento of my 
insignificance” (Cecil 29). 
-“It is not every many who can wear a white waistcoat and cravat, without looking either 
as insipid as a boiled chicken, or as dingy as a Spanish olive. But for those qualified by 



nature by clear complexions and well planted whiskers to surmount the difficulty, 
nothing like it to mark the inborn distinction between a gentleman and a butler!” (Cecil 
104). 
-“the transparent beauty of those English faces was something angelic! . . . . Their curls, 
shapes, complexions, were their own. They talked English, and they looked English . . . . 
an English woman who affects the French woman, is like the donkey in the fable, leaping 
spanielwise into his master’s lap” (Cecil 192). 
-“Had I remained an idler about town . . . there is every probability that in process of 
time, the increase of my bills at Thevenot’s, and Dyde and Scribe’s, would have 
necessitated an appeal to parliament for the discharge of my debts” (Cecil 203). 
-“His coat was as scrupulously symmetrified by Staub as though his waist were as slender 
as his means were great” (Cecil 213). 
-“Because all the other women present [at court], with the exception of Princess 
Esterhazy and the beautiful Duchess of Rutland, wore plumes to accompany their full 
dress, my queen of the night was attired in simple though richly draperied robes of white 
satin, with only a garland of shamrocks, formed of emeralds and diamonds, in her raven 
hair” (Cecil* 311) 
-“much of this elation was caused by my dear mother’s presenting me with her beautiful 
parure of pearls; and my kind father’s giving me a hundred pounds, in the prettiest new 
pocket-book that ever was seen” (Victims of Society 5-6). 
-“Lord Delaward presented a superb suit of diamonds to Mary this morning; they were in 
a case lined with blue velvet, and really shone like the stars in the azure sky” (Victims of 
Society 8). 
-“you, dearest, must do honour to the ball by wearing your diamonds, the ornaments to 
which I am least partial, because they are more calculated to excite the admiration of 
others, than that of a husband” (Victims of Society 82). 
-“Style, like dress, should be appropriate, and not detract attention form what it was 
meant to adorn” (Victims of Society 125). 
-“the gift of my gold Briguet repeater scarecely seemed to console her” (Victims of 
Society 260). 
-“Her Ladyship had been what they style a splendid woman; that was now past, although, 
with the aid of cashmeres, diamonds, and turbans, her general appearance was still 
striking” (Vivian Grey 32). 
-“a travelling dress, namely, a crimson silk pelisse, hat and feathers, with diamond ear-
rings, and a rope of gold round her neck” (Vivian Grey 1:183). 
-“I am glad he does not wear a turban; that would be bad taste, I think” (Vivian Grey 
1:185). 
-“I was ushered through an actual street of servitors whose liveries were really cloth of 
gold, and whose elaborately powdered heads would not have disgraced the most ancient 
mansions in St. James’s Square” (Vivian Grey 2:106-107) 
-“His coat was buttoned to the chin and over the breast, with the exception of one small 
aperture, which was elegantly filled up by a delicate white cambric handkerchief, very 
redolent of rich perfumes” (Vivian Grey* 168). 
-“Her brown light hair was braided from her high forehead, and hung in long full curls 
over her neck; the mass gathered up into a Grecian knot, and confined by a bandeau of 
cameos. She wore a dress of black velvet” (Vivian Grey* 187). 



-“Here are Eau de Cologne, violet soap, and watch-ribbons; a smelling bottle of Ems 
crystal; a snuff-box of fig-tree wood” (Vivian Grey* 202). 
- The comb which supported her elaborate curls was invisible, except at each end, 
whence it threw out a large Psyche’s wing of golden web, the eyes of which were formed 
of rubies encircled with turquoises” (Vivian Grey*). 
-“it was cutting to the wounded heart of poor Jane to hear the . . . coarse allusions to 
‘mutton dressed lamb fashion’” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 38). 
-“on her head she wore a sable velvet hat, loaded with plumes of feathers of the same 
colour; in her ears hung pendent diamonds, top and trop; around her shriveled neck and 
arms were displayed a brilliant necklace and bracelets; purchased roses decked her 
furrowed cheeks, and borrowed ringlets reveled on her wrinkled forehead” (Sayings and 
Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 79). 
-“‘Vulgar beyond measure!’ said Emma, ‘with very thick red elbows, and skin like 
nutmeg-graters, dressed exactly after the prints in the Ladies Magazine, and smelling 
horridly of musk’ A general groan resounded. ‘Monsters!’ ejaculated the Colonel” 
(Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 85). 
-“a stain upon a silk dress being, as every body knows, at all times and seasons a 
feminine aggravation of the first class” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 192). 
-“‘All I know is, Sir, they pinch me confoundedly when I walk.’ ‘Walk! . . . .Oh! – why, - 
Sir, we serve very few gentlemen who walk in dress shoes’” (Sayings and Doings, 
Second Series, Vol. I 250). 
-“‘Have you your carriage here?’ ‘Yes, Sir, answered the tailor, ‘we keep carriages to 
save time, - de fashions change so fast dat if ve did not catch dem flying, trade would be 
at an end’” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 252). 
-“The hotel was a broad-faced, impudent looking, red brick building, edging the blue 
wave of ocean, as the collar of the Windsor uniform garnishes the coat” ((Sayings and 
Doings, Second Series, Vol. II 62) 
-“what an odious thing is a blue coat with brass buttons, shining as if to stare you out of 
countenance, and reflecting in every button an concave composition, which you 
recognise as a caricature of yourself. No lady should dance wit ha man who wears a blue 
coat and brass buttons” (Romance and Reality 1:38). 
-“It was . . . Major Nonplus, taking his appetitenal walk before dinner, and looking, in his 
red Belcher cravat, Flamingo face, and scarlet waistcoat, for all the world like an 
ambulating carbuncle, trying to extinguish the setting sun” (Cheveley 15). 
-“you never, to my taste, look so well as in one of those very peignoirs which you have 
now on. I think cambric and Mechlin lace so exceedingly becoming – it gives such a 
delicacy to the complexion” (Cheveley 268). 
-“her ladyship completed her toilette, which consisted of a claret-coloured gros de Naples 
dress, made high up to her throat, over which were arranged three diamond necklaces in 
succession, and two gold chains, fastened in the centre of her bosom by a vinaigrette in 
the form of an envelope, with a ruby seal, intended to represent a frank” (Cheveley 406). 
-“Those abominations, white cravats, having again come into fashion” (Cheveley 407). 
-“’Where the doose did you get the diamonds, Becky?’ said her husband . . . . ‘Where do 
you suppose I got them? . . . . I hired them, to be sure. I hired them at Mr Polonius’s, in 
Coventry Street. You don’t suppose that all the diamonds which go to Court belong to the 
wearers’” (Vanity Fair* 558). 



-“crinoline or its substitutes is not an expensive luxury, and young people in the country 
can afford to be in the fashion at very trifling charges” (The Book of Snobs 110). 
-“I observed she had about nine bracelets and bangles, consisting of chains and padlocks, 
the Major’s miniature, and a variety of brass serpents with fiery ruby or tender turquoise 
eyes, writhing up to her elbow almost, in the most profuse contortions” (The Book of 
Snobs 110). 
-“His wristbands are fastened up towards his elbows with jewelry. Gems and rubies 
meander down his pink shirt-front and waistcoat. He wears a watch with an apparatus of 
gimcracks at his waistcoat-pocket” (Sketches and Travels in London 209). 
-“The amount of Lord Hugo’s tailor’s bill would support you and your younger brother” 
(Sketches and Travels in London 210). 
-“there is in a man’s exterior appearance the consequence of his inward ways of thought, 
and a gentleman who dresses too grandly, or too absurdly, or too shabbily, has some 
oddity, or insanity, or meanness in his mind, which developes [sic] itself somehow 
outwardly in the fashion of his garments” (Sketches and Travels in London 212). 
-“If you are a tiger in appearance, you may naturally expect to frighten a delicate and 
timid female; if you are a sloven, to offend her” (Sketches and Travels in London 213). 
-“You would not enjoy a feast if you came to it unshorn, in a draggle-tailed dressing-
gown. You ought to be well dressed, and suitable to it” (Sketches and Travels in London 
214). 
-“He seemed to consider himself in the light of a walking bouquet of flowers, or a 
moveable chandelier. His waistcoat was a piece of furniture to decorate the rooms” 
(Sketches and Travels in London 214). 
-“A young fellow must dress himself, as the host and hostess dress themselves” (Sketches 
and Travels in London 214). 
-“I arranged my hair into ringlets, dressed myself with singular plainness and simplicity 
(a low person, by the bye, would have done just the contrary)” (Pelham 1:62). 
-“‘Watch!’ said I: ‘do you think I could ever wear a watch? I know nothing so plebian; 
what can any one, but a man of business, who has nine hours for his counting-house and 
one for his dinner, ever possibly want to know the time for? . . . . if a man is worth having 
he is surely worth waiting for!’” (Pelham 1:63). 
-“Stultz aims at making gentlemen, not coats; there is a degree of aristocratic pretension 
in his stitches, which is vulgar to an appalling degree. You can tell a Stultz coat any 
where, which is quite enough to damn him’” (Pelham 1:288-289). 
-“now for the most difficult article of dress – the waistcoat” (Pelham 2:62). 
-“I deem it the supreme excellence of coats, not to be too well made; they should have 
nothing of the triangle about them; at the same time, wrinkles behind should be carefully 
avoided; the coat should fit exactly, though without effort . . . . this can never be the case 
where any padding, (beyond one thin sheet of buckram, placed smoothly under the 
shoulders, and sloping gradually away towards the chest,) is admitted. The collar is a 
very important point, to which too much attention cannot be given . . . . it should be 
rather low behind, broad, short, and slightly rolled. The tail of the coat must on no 
account be broad or square, unless the figure be much too thin . . . . The gigot sleeve is an 
abominable fashion; any thing tight across the wrist is ungraceful to the last degree” 
(Pelham 2:63-64). 



-“Speaking of the hand, I would observe, that it should never be utterly ringless . . . . 
carefully eschew all mourning rings, all hoops of embossed gold, all diamonds, and very 
precious stones, and all antiques, unless they are particularly fine. One may never be 
ashamed of a seal ring, nor of a very plain gold one, like that worn by married women” 
(Pelham 2:64).  
-“Of an evening, I am by no means averse to a very rich and ornate species of vest; but 
the extremest caution is necessary in the selection of the spot, the stripe, or the sprig, 
which forms the principal decoration . . . . if you wear a fine waistcoat, and see another 
person with one resembling it, forthwith bestow it upon your valet” (Pelham 2:65). 
-“With regard to the trowsers [sic], be sure that you have them exceedingly tight across 
the hips” (Pelham 2:67). 
-“I had been to Rundle and Bridges’ one day, selecting jewels” (The Confessions of an 
Elderly Gentleman 60). 
-“’None but brilliant brunettes should ever wear rubies’” (The Confessions of an Elderly 
Gentleman 82). 
-“Women never allow beauty in a face that has an odd-looking bonnet above it, nor will 
they readily allow any one to be ugly whose caps are unexceptionable” (Ernest 
Maltravers 1:49). 
-“All politicians sport odd-looking hats” (Ernest Maltravers 1:175). 
-“Remember, girls, I cannot permit any shawls to be worn,  - they only conceal the 
figure” (Finesse 1:301). 
-“Blondes look to best advantage in white” (Finesse 2:42). 
-“wear not a single ornament, unless it be my diamond star on your forehead, to shew that 
your dress is the result of taste not economy” (Finesse 2:42). 
-“I began now to observe the smiles which my peculiar dress excited; for I had arrived in 
my very best attire, boots, hat, handkerchief, and coat, quite new – quite stiff – all cut and 
made in the very extreme of the present fashion” (Graham Hamilton 1:110) 
-“I enclose various French patterns, selections from lady A—’s exotic wardrobe. You 
mention a coloured petticoat, and a black satin body trimmed with gold, for your first 
night’s appearance at – races. Quel horreur! I sincerely hope that our renewed friendship 
with out French neighbours will improve our toilettes, if not our manners, and impart a 
little suavity” (The Private Correspondence of a Woman of Fashion 1:72-73).  
-“The dress of the Duchess (her favourite dress), a hat and corsage of black velvet, with 
diamond loop and cross, and a petticoat of rose-coloured satin, full in folds and hue, 
recalled the heroine of the “Merry Wives of Windsor” (The O’Briens and the 
O’Flahertys 2:87). 
-“’Oh! – your court-dress; - well, what have you chosen? – not violet I hope. – You will 
be taken for a Bishop’s wife, or daughter, - or grandmother, if you intend to bury yourself 
in that horrible flounce!’” (Pin Money 1:69).  
-“’Mrs. Luttrell is a sweet woman; - she has diamonds enough to form a moderate-sized 
chandelier, and I must say she does them ample justice; - one seldom sees her without 
them, except at church” (Pin Money 1:113).  
-“French women, of all classes, understand dress much better than the English” 
(Almack’s 1:44). 
-“it is, to my fancy, the extreme of bad taste to dress differently to other people. Such 
affectation spoils beauty, and makes ugliness more conspicuous” (Almack’s 2:122) 



-“‘Ah! she again,’ cried Mrs. Boswell; ‘with all her neck and bosom displayed, as if she 
were a fair girl of seventeen, instead of a coarse woman of forty!’” (High Life 1:300). 
-“’you have only left yourself five minutes for dressing-time. You will be a terrible 
figure’” (The Heir of Mordaunt 1:103). 
-“When one first comes to London, all the gowns one brings with one look so terribly 
dowdy and antediluvian” (The Heir of Mordaunt 2:8-9).  
-“I perceived yesterday, you had on a pink gown, with blue shoes, gloves, and ribbons. 
Lady Anne is a great critic in dress, and perhaps would have laughed at, what she would 
have called, the ‘bad taste’ of this: - you will recollect my love, if you have not shoes that 
match your gown, always wear white, and I’m afraid white gloves will always be 
indispensable here” (Country Houses 1:207-208). 
-“I hate to see a woman’s foot look like a man’s. Nothing so ugly as great coarse shoes 
upon a pretty woman’s little foot” (Recollections of a Chaperon 1:242).  
-“She thought the rule which was once hung up at Almack’s, viz. that no gentlemen were 
to be admitted without breeches, ought to have been put in force . . . . We wonder, by the 
bye, that there is not a committee of men established to regulate the nether garments of 
the gentlemen at Almack’s, for the subject certainly does appear to us rather out of the 
province of ladies” (Hyde Nugent 3:87). 
-“Anything like dowdiness would ruin an angel; if a woman has not fashion, she is quite 
lost – nothing can save her” (Herbert Lacy 1:80).  
-“I won’t try to defend them against the shocking imputation of being always too well 
dressed. I am afraid they are guilty, and, of course, they must bear the dreadful 
consequences” (Herbert Lacy 1:83). 
 
Travel/Locations 
-“It is not to be expected, in this age of M’Adamized roads, patent axles, anti-attrition, 
and all the other luxurious aids of speedy conveyance, that a forty miles journey in one of 
Leader’s best carriages, drawn by four good horses, should afford many interesting 
casualties to embellish the narration” (Granby 1:75-76). 
-“I saw their Lordship and Ladyship last, on their way to Cheltenham, in the Autumn, for 
change of air; looking outrageously healthy” (Granby 1:116). 
-“As soon as he got to Florence, he went, as a man of taste should, straight to the 
Gallery” (Granby 1:140). 
-“I know but three truly touching spots; - Vaucluse, Ermenonville, and the burial ground 
of Père las Chaise” (Granby 1:146). 
-“he thought he had seen Miss Jermyn somewhere, or, at any rate, somebody very like 
her; but whether it was at Lady C.’s, or Cramer’s Concert, or Almack’s, or the British 
Gallery, or riding in the Park, or eating ices at Gunter’s, he could not, for the life of him, 
recollect” (Granby 1:241-242). 
-“Among other places of resort where it was probable he might meet the Jermyns, 
Granby went one morning to the Exhibition at Somerset-house.” (Granby 2:1). 
-“his servant told him [it] was left by a gentleman, who stopped at the door in a cabriolet” 
(Granby 2:79). 
-“they should go to Vauxhall together – first dining at the Clarendon” (Granby 2:147). 
-“He pushed his way through the Exposition des Arts . . . . He looked into the French 
Annual Exhibition . . . He strolled through the Palais Royal . . . He went now and then to 



the Academie Royale de Musique . . . . He visited the Theatre François” (Granby 2:273-
274).  
-“One morning on Granby’s return to his hotel, from Galignani’s reading room” (Granby 
277). 
-“but pay me a thousand a year . . . and I can live abroad like a prince” (Granby 3:76). 
-“Who that has visited London in November would ever wish to visit it in that month 
again? . . . . with an atmosphere that you may handle, and scarcely a pair of fashionable 
lungs to gasp it down” (Granby 3:241-242). 
-“Bond-street – the gay, the noisy, the frequented – the thoroughfare at each end of which 
shold be written up ‘no thoroughfare’ at certain fashionable hours” (Granby 3:242-243). 
-“I am to be found at the Traveller’s any time from three to eight; or at Crockey’s any 
time from eleven to six in the morning” (Cecil* 5). 
-“My sweet mamma, however, usually spent her summers at Spa, occasionally visiting 
Paris” (Cecil 5). 
-”Southampton Buildings, however, was not the place for a soliloquy” (Cecil 25). 
-“I had already engaged my companions to sup with me at Watier’s, a new club, the 
headquarters of the roués” (Cecil 60). 
-“when political dinners occurred in Hanover Square, [I] usually hurried incog. to 
Sablonière’s” (Cecil 90). 
-“he pleaded the loss of his ticket to the door-keepers of the Argyle Rooms” (Cecil 92). 
-“I was approaching Tattersall’s; round whose gates a detachment of tilburies, stanhopes, 
and led-horses were clustered” (Cecil 99). 
-“She has got to go to the ball at Carlton house” (Cecil 100). 
-“The Opera House is pretty nearly the only place of public amusement of the Prince’s 
time, left standing. Carlton House, Buckingham House, Ranelagh, Lords, Commons, 
Whitfields Chapel, Vauxhall, Fozard’s Riding School, the Argyll Rooms, and the King’s 
Mews, - all evaporated . . . This is the age of demolition, - the era of rubbish” (Cecil 120) 
-“Kensington Gardens was, if I recollect, just then the resort in fashion” (Cecil 123). 
-“There is Chiswick, matchless Chiswick! – There is Strawberry Hill, somewhat the 
worse for wear, but classic ground ,every inch of it; - Gunnersbury, where the flowers 
and fruit are formed, like those of Aladdin’s magic garden, of rubies and emeralds; - 
Sion, Wimbledon, Roehampton, Mount Felix, Ken Wood, Osterly; where conclude, if 
once I venture to being, the enumeration of our suburban residences of high degree?” 
(Cecil  129). 
-“Maybush Lodge was the growth of royal favouritism” (Cecil 132). 
-“I had scarcely noted the progress of the season. They were gone, and I discovered that I 
was alone . . . . At Watier’s that night, scarcely a soul! – It had never occurred to me 
before, that a Government clerk was a denizen of Downing Street; that the rest of the 
world shot grouse, - toured to the lakes, - or betook itself to the silvery sands of the Isle 
of Wight, - while a clerkly pen must perforce remain in the ink” (Cecil 143-144). 
-“During the week spent a Bordeaux, previous to my embarkation for England, I had 
swallowed more oysters, perpetrated more conquests among the grisettes of the Allée de 
Tournon, and converted more Napoleons into Breguet watches, dozens of gloves, boxes 
of eau de Cologne, and extrait de millefleurs, than any other numskull in the British 
army” (Cecil 179). 



-“upon the rejuvenization of her appearance, under the hands of Le Roi and Victorine, 
Plaisir and Minette” (Cecil 206). 
-“No one enjoyed more exquisitely the dinners of Bouvilliers, - the gleanings of 
Corcellet’s stores, - the Feen Welt of the ballet, - the pleasantries of the Opéra Comique, - 
and so on to the end of the catalogue of Parisian enjoyments” (Cecil 209). 
-“the princely hotel in the Rue du Mont-blanc, with its damask hangings, gilt-bronze 
arabesques, carpets of Sallandrouze, and tables of malachite and lapis lazuli” (Cecil 217). 
-“didst thou ever abide in the soft bosom of a recht herzliche German family, - drink of 
their beer, - smoke of their tobacco, - and chaw metaphysics with them; - the 
extraordinary exaltation of their minds justifying itself to yours by anxiety to lose sight of 
the degradation of body, so preposterously gross and nasty” (Cecil 277). 
-“At Florence, I saw not a creature, and pronounced the place to be detestable” (Cecil* 
281). 
-“The King was to visit Scotland at the close of the session, and I had received a gracious 
invitation to be of the party. I had long been desirous to visit the capital of the ancient 
kingdom, with whose beauties it is a disgrace to an Englishman not to be acquainted” 
(Cecil 359). 
-“Ah! how we missed you at the Beefsteak!” (Godolphin 1:6). 
-“don’t forget Wattier’s” (Godolphin 1:65)  
-“They did not keep a close carriage, but he used to drive her out to dinners in his French 
cabriolet” (Godolphin 1:175-176). 
-“There is nothing an Italian will not promise, nothing he will not sell” (Godolphin 2:82) 
-“[I am going t]o White’s to learn the news of the Opera, and the strength of the Ballet” 
(Godolphin 3:48). 
-“Godolphin sauntered into the then arch-club of St. James’s, that reservoir of idle 
exquisites, and kid-gloved politicians” (Godolphin 3:50). 
-“he was the second best player at Graham’s” (Godolphin 3:108). 
-“I wish you would call at Barker’s, to see how the carriages I ordered are going” 
(Victims of Society 27). 
-“you would only let them meet at those re-unions of fashion at certain houses, when 
hundreds are congregated together, much as at the Zoological Gardens, or Vauxhall” 
(Victims of Society 29). 
-“How well that Union Club House comes out now, since they have made the opening” 
(Vivian Grey 1:62). 
-“Let us step into Clarke’s and take an ice” (Vivian Grey 1:66). 
-“when he had sufficiently admired the tout ensemble of her Ladyship’s pony phaeton; he 
entrusted her, ‘in confidence,’ with some ideas of his own about martingales, a subject 
which he assured her Ladyship ‘had been the object of his mature consideration” (Vivian 
Grey 1:142). 
-“The only good thing I heard this year was an ancient gentlewoman going up to Gunter 
and asking him for “the receipt for that white stuff,” pointing to his Roman punch” 
(Vivian Grey 1:157). 
-“we shall be most happy to see her; but as the Castle is very full, she must not come with 
five carriages-and-four, as she did last year” (Vivian Grey 1:166). 
-“Those German women never make good English wives” (Vivian Grey 1:247). 



-“Young Premium has nearly lost his character by driving a square-built, striped green 
thing, drawn by one horse” (Vivian Grey 2:133). 
-“Vivian Grey was in Germany. He wandered for some months in that beautiful land of 
rivers, among which flows the Rhine, matchless in its loveliness” (Vivian Grey 2:234). 
-“the influential circle which those who have frequented watering-places have often 
observed, and which may be seen at Ems, Spa, or Pyrmont, equally as at Harrowgate, 
Tunbridge Wells, or Cheltenham” (Vivian Grey* 189).  
-“If, as I suppose to be the case, you re fond of dissipation and luxury, Vienna is to be 
preferred to any city with which I am acquainted” (Vivian Grey* 315). 
-“having disposed his ‘body politic’ in a hackney coach, directed the driver to carry him 
to the Hummums in Covent-garden” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. I, 61). 
-“I hate France, and detest Italy” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 97). 
-“the trio directed their steps saunteringly towards Leader’s, where they discovered that 
admirable master of the horse . . . actively employed superintending the hanging of the 
carriage” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 278). 
-He ‘took a cutlet at Long’s” ((Sayings and Doings, Second Series Vol. I 325). 
-“there were gradations of accommodation and luxuries beneath its parched roof: saloons 
en suite on the first floor, a coffee-room below, and a tap round the corner” (Sayings and 
Doings, Second Series, Vol. II 62) 
-“the monsters of boys upset my new olive green barouche into a gravel pit, frightened 
my amadavades, broken my panels, and scratched my arms to pieces” (Sayings and 
Doings, Second Series, Vol. II 71). 
-“no places in the world are so ridiculously ceremonious as our oriental settlements of 
tea-dealers and cotton-pickers” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. II 289). 
-“whenever she took her airings, it was n the loft phaeton of his Excellency, (at that time 
the fashionable carriage)” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. II 300). 
-“he had much public business to transact at the Horse Guards, and at the India House; 
oaths to take in Leadenhall Street; dinners to eat in Bishopsgate Street” (Sayings and 
Doings, Second Series, Vol. III 1). 
-“she and her mother were to come up to London, where the necessary purchases for her 
marriage and voyage must of course be made” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. 
III  2) 
-“some custards, in vessels resembling in size and shape the coffee-cups at Cloyes, (and 
those to whom this comparison is unintelligible, would find it quite worth while to take a 
journey to the principal inn of that town in order to enlighten themselves)” (Sayings and 
Doings, Second Series, Vol. III 27). 
-“Grosvenor Square . . . which, while it does honour to the monarch under whose 
auspices it was designed, will confer immortal fame upon the highly-gifted architect by 
whose taste and industry it has been so splendidly and rapidly executed” (Sayings and 
Doings, Second Series, Vol. III 77) 
-“Ibbotson’s is the best hotel in London, and extremely reasonable, but they don’t take 
ladies; Long’s is too noise for us” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. III 232) 
-“In passing towards Kensington, the appearance of Holland House struck Fanny 
particularly; it had a venerable and even romantic air” (Sayings and Doings, Second 
Series, Vol. III 235). 



-“This, Ma’am . . . is Hyde Park, the resort of the gay and idle on a Sunday, where you’ll 
find the Peer and the pickpocket jostling each other, and where . . . above all things, 
Ma’am, ladies never lean out o their carriages either to shew themselves, or look after 
other people” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. III 237). 
-“if you were to come up to the wharf of the Paddington canal, and inquire about the 
Manchester boats, I think it would be as well. At all events, don’t forget to be at 
Tattersall’s to look at the horses” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. III 253). 
-“No woman looks well walking in the street: she either elbows her way in all the 
disagreeableness of independence, or else shuffles along as if ashamed of what she is 
doing; her bonnet has always been met by some unlucky wind which has destroyed half 
its shape, and all its set: if fine weather her shoes are covered with dust. . . . . No female, 
at least none with any female pretensions, should ever attempt to walk, except on a 
carpet, a turf, or a terrace” (Romance and Reality 1:83). 
-“One of the manias of the present day, which especially excites my spleen, is the 
locomotive rage which seems to possess all ranks – that necessity of going out of town in 
the summer – people, for example, in the middle classes, who have a comfortable and 
well-furnished house – to live in some small cottage or miserable lodgings” (Romance 
and Reality 1:233). 
-“they should look in for an hour at the Athenaeum, it being one of those Wednesdays 
when gentlemen invited ladies, to shew how admirably they can do without them” 
(Romance and Reality 1:268). 
-“Certainly, the French have more sentiment and less feeling than any people in the 
world” (Cheveley 21). 
-“Every one who has passed the Simplon (and who is there that has not?)” (Cheveley 25). 
-“Mr. Neville was an old aboriginal Whig, who . . . lived quite as much in the window at 
Brooks’s as he did at his house in Berkeley-square” (Cheveley 46). 
-“he dined at the fashionable taverns (for the Oriental Club was not as yet invented)” 
(Vanity Fair* 28). 
-“he went to Bond Street, and bought the best hat and spenser that money could buy” 
(Vanity Fair* 71). 
-“all the young men at Wattier’s and the Cocoa-Tree swear by him” (Vanity Fair* 120). 
-“I once, I say, knew a man who, dining in my company at the “Europa Coffee-house,” 
(opposite the Grand Opera, and, as everybody knows, the only decent place for dining at 
Naples,) ate pease with the assistance of his knife . . . . I had never before seen him with a 
dish of pease, and his conduct in regard to them caused me the deepest pain” (The Book 
of Snobs 5). 
-“In the day-time he goes from the “Union” to “Arthur’s,” and from “Arthur’s” to the 
“Union.” He is a dead hand at piquet, and loses a very comfortable maintenance to some 
young fellows, at whist, at the “Travellers’.”” (The Book of Snobs 35).  
-“A man in his own brougham has anxieties about the stepping of his horse, or the 
squaring of the groom’s elbows, or a doubt whether Jones’s turn-out is not better; or 
whether something is not wrong in the springs; or whether he shall have the brougham 
out if the night is rainy” (Sketches and Travels in London 259)  
-“A person of some note – a favourite Snob of mine – I am told, when he goes to dinner, 
adopts what he considers a happy artifice, and sends his cab away at the corner of the 
street; so that the gentleman in livery may not behold its umber, or that the lord with 



whom he dines, and about whom he is always talking, may not be supposed know that 
Mr. Smith came in a hack-cab” (Sketches and Travels in London 261). 
-“It is a melancholy truth, that Dublin has, since the Union, sunk into a mere garrison 
town, in which the young ladies depend almost wholly for fashionable partners, whether 
for the dance or for life, upon the influx of officers from England” (The Davenels 1:6).  
-“he must be a strange eccentric man; but they supposed India made people rather odd” 
(Tales of Perplexity 197). 
-“Thy were to travel with their own horses: - the landaulet, Sir Arthur’s curricle, and a led 
saddle-horse for the young ladies to ride in turn” (Self-Delusion 1: 96). 
-“The conversation naturally fell upon music: it is almost the only thing which Italians in 
general can be said to know” (Ernest Maltravers 1:73).  
-“Marriages with foreigners are seldom fortunate experiments!” (Ernest Maltravers 
1:144).  
-“I have a mortal horror of people who, without the excuse of their health or of business, 
are to be found yearly haunting Brighton and Leamington. I never knew a man or woman 
enter into matrimony from meeting at a place of that description without repenting it most 
bitterly” (The Governess 105).  
-“Dear Miss Montgomery, I wonder how you can bear to live in this stupid England, after 
spending all your time in that dear delightful Sicily, where there are so many fetes and 
ridottos, and such like charming things, of which we have no notion here” (Harold the 
Exile 1:179). 
-“A few days then, beheld Lord Harold and his fair bride settled in their mansion in 
Portman Square, which soon became the resort of the gay and fashionable world” 
(Harold the Exile 3:79). 
-“The place itself, stupid as all provincial towns must necessarily be, was, nevertheless, 
inhabited by people of the highest respectability, for the most part members and decayed 
branches of the neighbouring county families” (Finesse 1:27). 
-“At length came August – Parliament had closed its labours – London was pronounced 
an uninhabitable desert – the busy fry of watering-places raised their diminished heads 
and began to have their season, and be full, hot, noisy, dear, and disagreeable, in 
emulation of the great metropolis” (Arlington 1:155). 
-“I should be so much afraid of getting into disgrace, by going where one ought not to go 
. . . to Russell Square, for instance, or the City. If any fashionable people were to know 
that one had ever been there, they would never speak to one again” (Arlington 1:301).  
-“the ostentatious old grandee . . . had insisted on the dignity of his coach-and-six, though 
at every turn of the narrow streets the leaders’ heads had smashed a shop window, and 
the hind wheel had carried off the scraper from the opposite door” (Yes and No 2:2).  
-“Mrs. H lives in Bryanstone Square, and she makes it a rule never to cross Oxford Street 
except to the corps diplomatique, who, as foreigners, have a right to live in outlandish 
parts” (Yes and No 2:3-4). 
-“The number of English embarking daily for the Continent are countless: they really go 
over like droves of cattle for market. Doubtless the manoeuvring mothers anticipate a 
good sale of French coronets, to deck the equipages of their fair daughters; for which they 
must give their British gold, unless they choose them among those of Napoleon’s 
creations – les nouveaux riches” (The Private Correspondence of a Woman of Fashion 
1:52). 



-“The morning light displayed to me the discomforts of a bed-room in a French hotel. 
Cold, unpolished, brick floor, without a vestige of carpet; unwieldy velvet chairs; drawers 
that would not open, or, if open, would not again close” (The Private Correspondence of 
a Woman of Fashion 1:120). 
-“The Seine is a muddy ditch, and does not bear comparison with our noble and 
expansive Thames” (The Private Correspondence of a Woman of Fashion 1:151-152) 
-“Hyde Park is full of dust and dandies; and the Regent’s, of exhibitions and east wind” 
(Pin Money 1:186). 
-“You know it is very much the fashion abroad to travel without the trouble and parade of 
one’s own equipage; and, in fact, Lady Harriet and I were traveling incognito” (At Home 
1: 100). 
-“Lady Mayfield diverted herself very tolerably, laughing with her jester, Mr Darnford, at 
the dialect and peculiarities of the [Scottish] natives, whom they designated the savages . 
. . . she loved to hear a Scotch ballad recited or sung, and declared, that ‘if the performers 
would only get on a little faster, and not speak with such uncouth pronunciation, the thing 
itself was very touching and pretty’” (Conduct is Fate 2:189-190).  
-“That useful, but vulgar convenience, a hackney coach, soon conveyed Miss Falkinor 
and Clara Keith to the residence of the latter at Lambeth” (The Reformer 3:111).  
-“As the idea of residing in so barbarous a country as Ireland was by no means congenial 
to the fancy of a person of his refinement, he sold all his property there, and purchased an 
estate at an easy distance from London” (The Heir of Mordaunt 1:176).  
-“There is no point in which foreigners differ more from Englishmen than in their 
readiness to please, and be pleased” (Country Houses 1:26). 
-“Lady Tintern was amiable, and worthy of being the wife of Lord Tintern, but a little too 
much bit by foreign customs and manners. She had fir her children a German governess, 
a French bonne, and a young Spaniard for companion” (Country Houses 1:147).  
-“Have you been in the Highlands, Miss Vernon? . . . . It is not the place which I should 
propose as the most likely spot in the world to attract the attention, the admiration, of a 
very fine lady” (The Three Eras of Woman’s Life 2:127).  
-“He regretted their tour on the Continent, and attributed her [his wife’s] present 
dissipation to the habits acquired in Italy and at Paris” (Recollections of a Chaperon 
1:81).  
-“Mamma wished us not to increase our acquaintance at watering-place, one meets with 
such very vulgar people” (Almack’s Revisited 2:197). 
-“Brighton, if one does not find it always full, is sure to be the resort, at most times of the 
year, of some part of the aristocracy” (Hyde Nugent 2:208).  
-“’I hate foreigners and all their d-d ways’” (The Exclusives 1:169). 
-“‘Surely there are plenty of good French cooks in London?’ . . . . ‘No genuine 
Frenchman can stand the fogs of this climate’” (The Fair of Mayfair 2:83). 
-“he had no prejudices, though he hated the French (and he certainly believed all 
foreigners to be French” (The School of Fashion 1:4). 
-“he much feared that no true modesty – no real good wives or mothers – were to be 
found any where but in England” (The School of Fashion 1:4). 
-“A Frenchwoman is not content with being a good wife and mother . . . but she must 
dramatize the part”  (The Two Friends 2:93).  
 



Houses/Estates/Furnishings 
-“the taste of the noble owner had lately destined to assume the martial air of a baronial 
castle. It had frowning battlements, and well buttressed walls, with small arched 
windows, and round towers of a most imposing air of strength . . . . The larder was a 
feudal guardroom; the dairy was a ‘donjon keep’; and a drawbridge conducted to the 
coal-hole” (Granby 1:77-78). 
-“He then got into a coach; found that he did not recollect Lady Drayton’s number, but 
told the coachman that it was in Upper Grosvenor-street” (Granby 1:272). 
-“To the left was a varied extent of park-like ground, undulating in graceful slopes, and 
richly sprinkled with many an ancient twisted thorn, and oaks of gigantic growth and 
venerable character . . . . the house, a handsome edifice in the palladian style, came full in 
view, and beamed out in all the pomp of sculptured freestone, from the dark green foliage 
in which it was embosomed. All around it breathed the air of pomp, dignity, and wealth. 
Nothing was out of character, even to the proud swan that floated majestically down the 
lake” (Granby 3:24-25). 
-“As soon as I grew old enough to roll about the Axminster carpet, the rich garlands 
interwoven in whose soft tissue delighted my eyes by their gay colours” (Cecil 2). 
-“our house [is] in Hanover Square” (Cecil 4). 
-“take my advice on the matter. As long as you can, live at free quarters. If I had Lord 
Ormington’s house in Hanover Square to fall back upon, his man-cook, and choice cellar 
of wines . . . . I would mulct myself, think you, of rent and taxes at the rate of ten guineas 
per inch, for a snail-shell in Dean Street, Park Lane?” (Cecil 17-18). 
-“you will throw down the déjeûner [luncheon service] of Chelsea china, with which 
Lady Ormington ahs the bad taste to encumber her rooms!” (Cecil 33). 
-“’Is it not a horrible vulgarism . . . to cram a habitable room with little tables, showered 
over with trumpery, of which one risks the fracture of a hundred pounds’ worth, at every 
turn? One might as well lay out, for show, one’s stomacher and diamond necklace. Look 
at my friend Lady Ormington’s confusion of cabinets and tables, rivaling an old curiosity 
shop, or Weeks’s museum! Twenty years hence, I suppose, we shall see this vile system 
established, till even the little mousetraps of Marylebone have their knick-knackery’” 
(Cecil 33). 
-“Snatched from the simplicity of a country parsonage into a paradise of buhl and 
ormoulu, her ladyship’s ideas received an ineffaceable impression, which produced and 
re-produced itself in her tawdry domain in Hanover Square. Apple-green and turquoise-
blue, - lacquer and Japan, - Chelsea and Sèvres, - ebony encrusted with ivory or mother-
of-pear, - dainty bonbonnières of Dutch enamel, - curious snuff-boxes, which, on the lid, 
displayed the lady wife . . . Her existence was all Watteau, - all à vignette, - all 
Pompadour, - all powder-puff, all musk, all ambergris! Time need have had gold sand in 
his glass, and a agate handle to his scythe, to deal with such a life of trifling!” (Cecil 45-
46). 
-“Lady Ormington, like the majority of silly women, had a passion for furnishing . . . . 
My rooms, gentle reader! . . . my rooms, as I found them on arriving for my first Oxford 
vacation, were hung with a highly glazed white paper, matched with highly glazed white 
furniture; the whole being vivified by a gay pattern of blue convolvulus. Even the carpet 
exhibit, on its pale grey ground, the same design, and the Worcester china was what 
George Robins would call en suite. Nothing could be more summer-like and cheering. 



The furniture was of the darkest rose-wood; the shower-bath white japan. But the triumph 
of the whole was the dressing-table, on whose spotless marble slab stood the crystal and 
gold belongings of the dressing-box, manufactured for me by Gray, under the immediate 
directions of Lady Ormington.” (Cecil 68-69). 
-“Nothing more deplorable than the decay of a plaster wall! . . . . Like a gauze dress, it is 
a thing not intended for durability, which, when it lasts, becomes a badge of shabbiness 
and disgrace” (Cecil 121). 
-“England is thought to excel in villas. A villa is an architectural fantasia, wherein every 
individual is allowed to display his taste or want of taste . . . . A villa is one of the first 
indications of prosperity on the part of a professional man. Thriving merchants – popular 
actors – popular dentists – popular lawyers – popular all sort of things, are sure to have 
their Tusculum . . . But, above all, a villa is an essentially aristocratic appurtenance. 
Lords and ladies cannot dispense with a green and sunny nook, in which to go and hide 
their heads” (Cecil 128-129).  
-“the noblest mansion . . . had been allotted by her late lord for her widowed residence. 
Thither she went punctually on the first of every August, and quitted it punctually on the 
eighth of every January” (Godolphin 1:86). 
-“A few good pictures, and several exquisite busts and figures in bronze, upon marble 
pedestals, gave something classic and graceful to the aspect of the room. In the back 
drawing-room looking over Lord Chesterfield’s gardens, a small conservatory connected 
with the window, filled with rich exotics, made the only feature in the apartment” 
(Godolphin 1:218). 
-“They arrived at a little villa at Brompton: there was a little garden round it, and a little 
bower in one corner . . . . the house had just been painted white from top to bottom; and 
there was a verandah round it; and the windows were plate-glass, with mahogany sashes 
– only, here and there, a Gothic casement was stuck in by way of looking ‘tasty;’ and 
through one window on the ground-floor, the lights, shining within, showed crimson silk 
and gilded chairs, and all sorts of finery – Louis Quatorze in a nutshell” (Godolphin 3:52-
53). 
-“wishing . . . that I was the proprietor of a certain baronial chateau in the north, a park in 
the south, a mansion in the west end of London, and a box at the opera” (Victims of 
Society 33). 
-“a mansion of great size, and of that bastard, but picturesque style of architecture, called 
the Italian Gothic . . . . In the centre of the court, from a vast marble basin, the rim of 
which was enriched by a splendidly sculptured lotus border, rose a marble group 
representing Amphitrite with her marine attendants, whose sounding shells and coral 
scepters sent forth their subject element in sparkling showers” (Vivian Grey 1:109-110). 
-“This Hall is bearable to dine in; but I once breakfasted here, and I never shall forget the 
ludicrous effect produced by the sun through the oriel window. Such complexions! Every 
one looked like a prize-fighter ten days after a battle. After all, painted glass is a bore; I 
wish the Marquess would have it knocked out, and have it plated” (Vivian Grey 1:200). 
-“when he comes to the title, his father’s entailed estates descent to him, and his object is 
to keep the rest of the property wholly untouched till that time; he is, therefore, starving 
himself upon some two or three thousand a-year till that event occurs” (Sayings and 
Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 78). 



-“a house in Grosvenor Street, furnished splendidly, a cellar admirably stocked, a first-
rate Dog-Cook and assistants, a set of horses for town, hunters at Melton, and running-
horses at Newmarket” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 153). 
-“We have actually seen rooms fitted up with sea-green, and an indigo-coloured paper: 
what complexion could stand it . . . [and] Mrs. Fergusson never would let her daughters 
visit at Lady Carysfort’s, on account of the unabated crimson of her walls and furniture” 
(Romance and Reality 1:53). 
-“For ourselves, when we furnish our rooms, we have decided on a delicate pink paper; it 
lights up well, and is such a relief to the foreground of whites, reds, and blue. The 
hangings, &c., certainly of French rose” (Romance and Reality 1:53). 
-“A conservatory is the aristocracy of flowers” (Romance and Reality 2:217). 
-“Around the room was scattered all that makes luxury forgotten in taste: the little French 
lock, where a golden Cupid sat swinging, and the lapse of time is only told by music – the 
beautiful Annuals, those Assyrians of literature, ‘gleaming in purple and gold,’ and 
opened at some lovely scene or lovelier face – the cut-crystal glass, with one rose 
bending over the side – the alabaster vases carved as in snow – glittering toys, and china 
coloured with the rainbow, and diminutive enough to be Oberon’s offering to his fairy 
queen – a fan, whose soft pink feathers cast their own delicate shade on the face reflected 
in the miniature mirror set in their centre – a large cashmere shawl, with its border of 
roses, thrown carelessly on a chair – a crimson cushion, where lay sleeping a Blenheim 
dog, almost small enough to have passed through the royal ring in that most fairy tale of 
the White Cat: - all bespoke a lady’s room” (Romance and Reality 2:286-287).  
-“Before the house of Queen’s Crawley, which is an odious old-fashioned red-brick 
mansion, with tall chimneys and gables of the style of Queen Bess, there is a terrace” 
(Vanity Fair* 85). 
-“A Countess living at an inn is a ruined woman” (Vanity Fair* 474). 
-“Mr S., to judge from a brass-plate on the door of his hut (it is little better) is a coal-
merchant” (Vanity Fair* 511). 
-“The mere flowers for the room and bouquets for the ladies cost four hundred pounds” 
(The Book of Snobs 28). 
-“The native society at Nice is very limited, and with a few lofty exceptions is not 
composed of persons of consequence even in their own country, and still less of persons 
distinguished by education or accomplishments; the highest society there consisting of a 
few military or official people” (The Davenels 2:83). 
-“her brother thought of planting some poplars  . . . . ‘Poplars!’ exclaimed Amelia; ‘in a 
row, I hope, they will correspond so well with the fine avenue.’ – ‘Yes, in a row, of 
course,’ answered Miss Rowcroft, never doubting the sincerity of Mrs. Cameron’s 
advice” (Tales of Perplexity 65-66).  
-“the pink satin bed-curtains were covered with the finest worked muslin, trimmed with 
the most expensive point d’Alençon; the bath and boudoir entirely lined with looking-
glasses, over which fell richly embroidered silk draperies, to blind or reveal at pleasure 
the charms of the object they were intended to reflect” (Self-Delusion 1:251). 
-“a profusion of luxuries, in short, far beyond what might formerly have gone to the 
fitting up of a petite maison for some celebrated courtesan, were here accumulate to 
impart éclat to a coarse vulgar parvenue, who knew no other enjoyment of money than 
squandering it to make herself ridiculous” (Self-Delusion 1:251). 



-“As his old house in Great George Street – well fitted for the bustling commoner – was 
no longer suited to the official and fashionable peer, he had, on his accession to the title, 
exchanged that respectable residence for a large mansion in Hamilton Place” (Ernest 
Maltravers 2:68). 
-“no establishment was complete without the assistance and direction of a mistress” 
(Finesse 1:177).  
-“Really these passages are so narrow, they are the ruin of one’s sleeves. I wish people 
would build their houses more conveniently” (Finesse 1:198). 
-“So Monsieur le Comte established himself comfortablement, and unmolested proceeded 
to frenchify the old manor-house” (The Private Correspondence of a Woman of Fashion 
1:37).  
-“It is not to be supposed that . . . [a] dealer in Parliament could have fixed his domicile 
in any other parish than that of St. Margaret, Westminster” (Pin Money 1:124). 
-“There is a vulgarity of sounds and scent inseparable from a small house and small 
establishment” (Mothers and Daughters 1:163). 
- “Thought the cottage was a very successful imitation of the German Swiss, and the 
outhouses as closely resembled the chalet of the Alps, the necessity of introducing the 
family arms and crest, as often as possible, was not forgotten. The arms, surmounted by 
the coronet, supported the corners of the large pent roof; and on the wicket of the gate – 
on the locks of each door – on the handles of the drawers, and the knobs of the shutters – 
on the centre of the table, the backs of the chairs, and the covers of the books – sat the 
owl on a coronet, the picture of dignified wisdom, and the family crest of their noble 
possessor” (Dacre: A Novel 1:208). 
 
General Manners 
-Lady Daventry “was single-hearted and guileless to a degree which Lady Jermyn 
thought quite incompatible with the worldly avocations of her station” (Granby 1:79-80). 
-He “began a conversation with the Duchess, which was carried on in such a well 
regulated under tone, as to be perfectly inaudible to any but themselves” (Granby 1:99). 
-“nothing was farther from my intention than a compliment. Compliments are mauvais 
ton [vulgar]. . . They are quite obsolete – went out with hoops and hair powder” (Granby 
1:122). 
-“there are persons one wishes to avoid – a man, for instance, who commits a forgery, or 
a pun – or asks twice for soup – or goes to private balls in Town on a Wednesday” 
(Granby 1:138).  
-“The truest kind of wit, they say, is that which raises only a smile” (Granby 1:169). 
-“Of all confidantes, give me a woman! – For warmth of sympathy, - for active aid, - for 
good faith, - for trustworthiness, - I say again, give me a woman!” (Cecil 197). 
-“’Oh, how I hate all politics! . . . . Begging the gentlemen’s pardons, I don’t think it 
improves them at all. It makes them so business-like and wiggy. As for us women, it 
really ruins us completely’” (Granby 3:193-194). 
-“It was his first entrance into society since his accession to the title, and he . . . betrayed 
some symptoms of hesitation in taking precedence of an elderly baron, who, with the 
punctilious breeding of the old school, would rather have died upon the spot, than gone 
out of the room before him” (Granby 3:224). 



-“Flippancy . . . is not necessarily a vice . . . . it requires talent to skim a surface glibly, to 
dart among a number of ideas without fathoming one” (Cecil* 5). 
-“I soon discovered, in my proper person, that Jack Harris was something more than 
impudent. He was impertinent. Impudence is the quality of a footman; impertinence, of 
his master. Impudence is a thing to be rebutted with brute force; impertinence requires 
wit for the putting down. Had Jack Harris been simply impudent, he would have been 
repaid with a kick; he was impertinent, and his superiority was recognised with a low 
bow” (Cecil 14). 
-“We are all pretending to be natural with all our might, till the affectation of nature has 
become as natural as any other affectation” (Cecil 34). 
-“You would easily make a sensation, - but a sensation is a vulgar triumph. To keep up 
the excitement of a sensation, you must always be standing on your head, (morally 
speaking,) and the attitude, like everything overstrained, would become fatiguing to 
yourself and tedious to others. Whereas, to obtain permanent favour, as an agreeable 
well-bred man, requires simply an exercise of the understanding” (Cecil 35). 
-“I was honoured by him with a Grandisonian bow, - one of those bows for which one 
hears the foot slide formally on the carpet!” (Cecil 124). 
-“there is nothing in which people take a more malicious pleasure, than in convicting and 
publishing the respective ages of their fellow-creatures” (Cecil 335). 
-“Saville was deemed the consummate man of the world – wise and heartless” 
(Godolphin 1:59). 
-“it may be observed that hacknied and blasés men of the world are fond of the young, in 
whom they recognize something – a better something – belonging to themselves” 
(Godolphin 1:59). 
-“justice is out of fashion now-a-days; your showy virtues only are the rage” (Godolphin 
1:74). 
-“the estates dwindled away with each successive generation; and when Arthur 
Godolphin . . . succeeded to the property, nothing was left for him but the choice of three 
evils – a profession, obscurity, or a wealthy marriage” (Godolphin 1:89). 
-“Godolphin, who, unlike English persons in general, seemed to love alluding to his 
poverty” (Godolphin 1:112). 
-“pooh is a very significant word. On the lips of a man of business, it denotes contempt 
for romance; on the lips of a politician, it rebukes a theory. With that monosyllable, a 
philosopher massacres a fallacy: by those four letters, a rich man gets rid of a beggar. But 
in the rosy mouth of a woman, the harshness vanishes, the disdain becomes 
encouragement. ‘Pooh!’ says the lady when you tell her she is handsome” (Godolphin 
1:180). 
-“This panacea for the ills of life can never belong to those who are governed by, instead 
of governing their feelings. Feelings are delightful acquaintances . . . . but, principles are 
our true friends, rescuing us from danger, and consoling us in affliction. Cultivate 
principles, then” (Victims of Society 6). 
-“I must be guarded in my observations in society, and not display my rusticity with 
regard to its general usages, under penalty of being exposed to its ridicule . . . a penalty . . 
. more to be dreaded than all others, being one which is never overcome” (Victims of 
Society 102). 



-“Appearances must be strictly preserved by the innocent (who, from conscious rectitude, 
are too often the persons most liable to neglect them); lest the guilty attempt to palliate 
their own improprieties by directing attention to the semblance of error in the good” 
(Victims of Society 106). 
-“’You owe, also, duties to society . . . that must not be neglected. You are expected to 
appear at the houses of certain note, and to receive in your own all the persons of 
distinction. Your position . . . demands this; and such engagements, during the London 
season, are too numerous to admit of devoting any time to others. In the autumn, or 
during the winter, if we do not go abroad, you can give up a week or two to your father 
and mother” (Victims of Society 112). 
-“Among the numerous peculiarities of the English, is an extreme susceptibility with 
regard to any criticism on their habits, manners, and customs; and an inveterate 
indignation against the individuals who are so hardy as to attempt it. If any foreigner . . . 
writes his sentiments on the country, he is proclaimed to be un ignorant, full of 
presumption, whose opinions are unworthy of notice” (Victims of Society 144). 
- “You ask me . . . for a description or definition of a woman of fashion, according to the 
common acceptation of the term here. They are actresses, who play difficult parts on the 
stage of life, to audiences who are ever more prone to hiss than to applaud their 
performances” (Victims of Society 155). 
-“A woman of fashion must be callous to the domestic affections. How could she fulfil 
[sic] the arduous duties of her post, were she watching by the sick-bed of some dear 
relative, or consoling some bereaved one?” (Victims of Society 155). 
-“He was perpetually . . . outraging the propriety of morning visitors by bursting into his 
mother’s boudoir” (Vivian Grey 1:38). 
-“’I almost fear I have been vulgar enough to be amusing’” (Vivian Grey 1:82). 
-“Occasionally we talk about . . . our enemies, at least, those who have any; which, in my 
opinion, is the vulgarest of all possessions” (Vivian Grey 2:174-175). 
-“Conversation is a novelty. One a moderate calculation I must have told you to-day at 
least fifty original anecdotes. I have done my duty. It is the Chevalier’s turn now” (Vivian 
Grey* 237). 
-“‘these Rosemores are in truth horribly vulgar people?’ ‘Abominably under-bred . . . the 
mother is, - I hardly know how to describe her – she is in fact that sort of person who 
would drink porter, eat peas with her knife, and burn tallow-candles in her drawing-room 
. . . the girl . . . does kitchen dances, goes to plays, sings English songs, works with a 
needle, and won’t waltz’” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. II 165-166). 
-“Nothing can be more grievously inconvenient than the arrival of a great man in a small 
establishment” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. III 10). 
-“Come from that window, Ma’am . . . it is only women of loose characters and improper 
habits who shew themselves at windows, in the civilized world” (Sayings and Doings, 
Second Series, Vol. III 216). 
-“consider your character, Ma’am, and the necessity, as my wife, of a deportment vastly 
different from that which was suitable to your father’s rank in society; let me never hear 
of your coming here, and going there, and doing this, and doing the other, without proper 
attendants” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. III 221). 
-“there are no rules without exceptions – there are no fixed principles for conduct in 
civilized society . . . there are times and seasons when one thing ought to be done, and 



times and seasons when another thing ought to be done; we must consider our station and 
dignity, Ma’am, or else what do we live for?” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. 
III  256). 
-Sir Walter “put in French windows instead of Gothic, on which his mother died of cold, 
or grief” (Romance and Reality 1:30). 
-“Unhappy is he who relies on female friendship!” (Romance and Reality 2:165). 
-“gentlemen never tumble . . . . They sometimes fall . . . like statues from their pedestals, 
or thunderbolts from the clouds” (Cheveley 66). 
-“She had a graceful habit of crossing her left hand over her right wrist, and then drawing 
both in towards her chest, that gave a picturesque air to her whole figure” (Cheveley 326). 
-“‘we have made her a bow-pot.’ ‘Say a bouquet, sister Jemima, ‘tis more genteel’” 
(Vanity Fair* 7). 
-“He talked of himself incessantly, sometimes in the coarsest and vulgarest Hampshire 
accent” (Vanity Fair* 78). 
-“Long custom, a manly appearance, faultless boots and clothes, and a happy fierceness 
of manner, will often help a man as much as a great balance at the banker’s” (Vanity 
Fair* 249). 
-“a polite public will no more bear to read an authentic description of vice than a truly 
refined English or American female will permit the word breeches to be pronounced in 
her chaste hearing” (Vanity Fair* 747). 
-“It was June, and, by consequence, high season in London” (Vanity Fair* 796). 
-“The moral of this tale, I need not say, is, that there are many disagreeable things in 
society which you are bound to take down, and to do so with a smiling face” (The Book 
of Snobs 9). 
-“Stinginess is snobbish. Ostentation is snobbish. Too great profusion is snobbish. Tuft-
hunting is snobbish” (The Book of Snobs 84). 
-“virtue is a home quality: manners are the coat it wears when it goes abroad” (Sketches 
and Travels in London 214). 
-“I pray sincerely, my boy, that you may always have a woman for a friend” (Sketches 
and Travels in London 217). 
-“Choose a good disagreeable friend, if you be wise – a surly, steady, economical, rigid 
fellow. All jolly fellows . . . are sure to be poor” (Sketches and Travels in London 234). 
-“Mrs. Hornby comes into her fortune, and says to her old friends and family, ‘My good 
people, I am going to cut every one of you. You were very well as long as we were in the 
country, where I might have my natural likings and affections. But, henceforth, I am 
going to let Lady Fugleman choose my friends for me . . . . I have no objection to you, 
but if you want to know me you must ask Lady Fugleman: if she says yes, I shall be 
delighted; if no, Bon jour’” (Sketches and Travels in London 255). 
-“All Fogies of good breeding . . . should remember to efface themselves – if I may use a 
French phrase – they should not, that is to say, thrust in their old mugs on all occasions” 
(Sketches and Travels in London 305). 
-“Mr. Pelham was a moderate whig, and gave sumptuous dinners; - Lady Frances was a 
woman of taste, and particularly fond of diamonds and old china” (Pelham 1:1). 
-“My mother, for the first time in her life, got up at six o’clock” (Pelham 1:3).  
-“I have observed that the distinguishing trait of people accustomed to good society, is a 
calm imperturbably quiet, which pervades all their actions and habits, from the greatest to 



the least; they eat in quiet, live in quiet, and lose their wife, or even their money in quiet; 
while low persons cannot take up either a spoon or an affront without making such an 
amazing noise about it” (Pelham 1:5).  
- all his importance should be derived solely from his acquaintance with others . . . or he 
was an atom, a nonentity, a very worm, and no man” (Pelham 1:17). 
-“You may also pick up a little acquaintance with metaphysics, if you have any 
opportunity; that sort of thing is a good deal talked about just at present” (Pelham 1:28).  
-“Nothing, my dear son, is like a liaison (quite innocent of course) with a woman of 
celebrity in the world” (Pelham 1:29). 
-“Never talk much to young men – remember that it is the women who make a reputation 
in society” (Pelham 1:29).  
-“women are a great bore” (Pelham 1:162). 
-“You will also be careful, in returning to England, to make very little use of French 
phrases; no vulgarity is more unpleasing. I could not help being exceedingly amused by a 
book written the other day, which professes to give an accurate description of good 
society. Not knowing what to make us say in English, the author has made us talk nothing 
but French” (Pelham 1:232). 
-“I have always had an insuperable horror of being place in what the vulgar call a 
predicament” (Pelham 1:271).  
-“There are several circles of fashion in Dublin; but that which is uppermost is so limited, 
that it would hardly supply the numbers requisite for any thing more than a petit souper, 
without some alloy from the second circle” (The Davenels 1:9). 
-“as the drawing-room is open to all persons of a certain rank, however ungraced by 
fashion, there is to be met there a still lower circle than the genteeler private society 
would acknowledge” (The Davenels 1:10). 
-“One never dreams of paying compliments to a woman of sense” (The Davenels 1:24). 
-“People, not things, are now the daily topics. Abstract ideas can have no place in 
fashionable conversation” (The Davenels 1:41). 
-“I must not quarrel with my milliner till I become a dowdy, that is, une femme marriée 
[a married woman]” (Tales of Fashion and Reality 29). 
-“London! three weeks after the dissolution of parliament – horrid idea! extreme point of 
vulgarity! the world ought to be expunged from the English language, at least for the 
ensuing three months, and the letters that compose it, looked upon as the plebeian 
members of the alphabet” (The Baronet 178).  
-“Running is worse than fast walking” (Tales of Perplexity 143).  
-“Mr. Danvers had a vulgar mind, and, ignorant of the ways of more refined society, 
fondly imagined that paying a deference to the wife of a great man was a certain mode of 
obtaining the consideration of her husband” (Sayings and Doings, or, Danvers 24). 
-“in addition to the diffidence she naturally felt at her first entrance into real society, she 
laboured under the disadvantage of not knowing the French language” (Sayings and 
Doings, or, Danvers 52). 
-“The poor little woman was hardly fashionable enough to conceal her feelings” (Sayings 
and Doings, or, Danvers 57).  
-“I and every other man who mixes in society perceive it, that wealth, inordinate and 
immense as it may be, cannot give the tact, the manner of doing things. In the midst of 
the golden dishes and golden vases, there is always some mistake at such dinners, some 



little blunder which neither the master nor mistress of the house can hope to rectify on 
any future occasion, not being conscious of any thing wrong: for instance . . . people who 
go the horrid lengths of eating with their knives and calling for porter” (Sayings and 
Doings, or, Danvers 62-63). 
-“All silent people can seem conventionally elegant” (Ernest Maltravers 1:50). 
-“Virtue, my dear uncle, is a female: as long as she is private property, she is excellent; 
but Public Virtue, like any other public lady, is a common prostitute” (Ernest Maltravers 
1:176). 
-“Never . . . take back a discarded servant or a lover, both will presume on your good 
nature, particularly the latter” (The Governess 50). 
-“the aristocracy never laugh” (The Governess 71).  
-“was Lady Harold so horridly old fashioned as to consider the month of January the 
commencement of a London winter?” (Harold the Exile 1:157) 
-“Now, girls, be all sugar and frothed cream; i.e. sweetness and smiles. I won’t have your 
feelings shewn; wait until you are married . . . . whatever you do, be civil to those 
wretches” (Finesse 1:13).  
-“nothing is so monstrous, so vulgar, as a loud laugh from young ladies” (Finesse 2:218).  
-“Speak ill of others. Detract from excellence; by destroying high character you will 
shine yourself the brighter: thus may you be a London ephemera, a man of fashion” 
(Graham Hamilton 1:60). 
-“An Exclusive is, I believe, a person who has a select circle of about five hundred 
friends, and does not wish to increase his number . . . . Exclusives speak only to 
Exclusives – know each other like Freemasons – disclaim all ties of kindred – cut fathers, 
mothers, brothers and sisters, if they are not Exclusives” (Arlington 1:304). 
-“an incessant fear of being thought vulgar, is a sure sign of innate and inherent 
vulgarity” (Yes and No 1:58). 
-“Of all the minor social sins, none entails so acute a sense of shame as a past and 
repented-of flirtation” (Yes and No 1:101). 
-“personality is as dangerous [a subject] as it is vulgar. My daughter Lilfield very 
sensibly observes that we should talk of things and not of persons” (Women As They Are 
1:118). 
-“Fashion has oddly enough decreed that unpunctuality is a sign of good breeding; and 
that to be early any where, is a proof you must be nobody” (Almack’s 1:205). 
-“you are aware Lady Delmington is not a kind of woman in whose company you ought 
to be seen. She was the kept mistress long before she was the wife of the Duke of 
Delmington” (High Life 2:118-119). 
-“Many persons shelter themselves and their dulness [sic] under a profound taciturnity; 
and perhaps a silent fool is not one of the worst fools” (Conduct is Fate 1:95).  
-“you are too fastidious about people being agreeable. It is not a good plan to judge every 
one by too high a standard” (Dacre: A Novel 1:12). 
-“De Beauvoir, as might be guessed, was not an early riser . . . . He always averred that 
the cold morning air, chilling the blood till it scarcely creeps through the veins; the noise 
of the scrubbing; the suffocation of the dust . . . and, worse, the encountering the frowns 
of the yawning, slip-shod, and dirty housemaids” (Agnes Serle 172-174). 
-“It irks me to see a lady place a curl or a plait, a gentleman arrange his neckcloth or his 
ring, amid the beauties of nature: self should be there forgotten” (Agnes Serle 2:16-17).  



-“Errors of conduct may be fatal” (The Three Eras of Woman’s Life 1:30).  
-“I hate Wednesdays . . . . Old women talk of the bad omen of beginning work of any 
kind on Fridays; - Wednesday now is my very black day. The most unpleasant 
circumstances of m y life have always happened on a Wednesday” (The Three Eras of 
Woman’s Life 2:54).  
-“The very fashionable are exceedingly afraid of each other” (Recollections of a 
Chaperon 3:27).  
-“from living for nearly forty years in the country, he had acquired a provincial accent 
which gave him . . . an air of vulgarity and coarseness. His conversation was a curious 
mixture of good sense and slang, delivered in the accent of a ploughboy” (Almack’s 
Revisited 2:205). 
-“Confounded bore talking to women” (Hyde Nugent 2:13). 
-“Lady Arden declared that he was unbearable, his language only fit for the stable, and 
worse than all, that he used lavender water on his handkerchief” (The Two Friends 1:95). 
-“Lady Tilney, had she not stood on the ‘vantage ground of ton, might have been called 
vulgar: the loud and incessant talking, the abrupt and supercilious glance and motion, had 
it not been backed by titled and an assumed superiority, would have been designated by a 
very different name from that under which her manners passed current” (The Exclusives 
1:36). 
-“‘I never joke, Hester,’ said his Lordship; ‘jokes with me are very serious things; more 
mischief has arisen from jokes than any thing in the world’” (Love and Pride 2:70).  
-“There is nothing more disagreeable than to meet with people who never contradict you: 
it is the worst compliment they could pay: it seems as if they abstained from opposing 
one out of pure compassion for the weakness of one’s understanding” (Herbert Lacy 
1:11). 
-“there is no policy like politeness; and a good manner is the best thing in the world, 
either to get one a good name, or to supply the want of it” (Devereux 1:54). 
 
Dinner/Food 
-“The short time which precedes an English dinner party is universally stigmatized as the 
dullest period which is passed in society” (Granby 1:85). 
-“his Grace of Ilminster . . . [was] expatiating with enthusiasm upon a Strasbourge paté, 
and ‘a glorious matelote’ . . . . did any body ever eat anything better than his ‘rognons au 
bechamel,’ his ‘filets de sole,’ his ‘fricandeaux aux pointes d’asperge? and then his 
soufflets!” (Granby 1:91). 
-“in London during the first half dozen years of the nineteenth century, there was a 
prodigious quantity of good talking. In war-time, the dinners, from the hands of native 
[English] cooks, were so infernally bad, that diners-out were forced to have recourse to 
colloquial entertainment” (Cecil 43). 
-“To dine at Putney at half past six, then the general hour, necessitated a toilet at five” 
(Cecil 123). 
-“We had scarcely even notes the transcendent excellence of a dinner from the casseroles 
of La Fenouille, the Francatelle of his day. We had not so much as even found fault with 
(the common criterion of approval) the finest claret then extant in port-bibbing England” 
(Cecil 140). 



- “a course of twenty years’ roast mutton and batter pudding had developed his royal 
sensibilities towards the true enjoyments of life . . . . I love a straight-forward epicurean, 
who makes no compromise with his pleasant vices; nor disfigures with a sneer the 
unctuous lips, imbibing to satiety the good things of this world” (Cecil 207). 
-“after the exquisite course of gastronomy I had recently been following, I was reduced to 
the aboriginal food of the Britons; not exactly the hips, haws, and acorns of the Saxon 
Heptarchy, - but worse, far worse, the beefsteaks and apple-pie of a Red Lion bill of fare” 
(Cecil 231-232). 
-“My nerves were somewhat shaken on perceiving with what heroic fortitude Wilhelmina 
not only divided her fish with her knife, but afterwards, immersing the clumsy blade in 
the vinegar so as to blacken the surface, plunged it fearlessly into her mouth. For a 
moment I was apprehensive that death might ensue. But as she survived it, so did I” 
(Cecil 272). 
-“She called for fat with her venison, - liver with her fish; and was, in short, a very nasty 
old woman” (Cecil* 298). 
-“If nothing in the world is more heavy than your formal banquet, - nothing, on the other 
hand, is more agreeable than those well-chosen laissez aller [casual] feasts at which the 
guests are as happily selected as the wines; where there is no form, no reserve, no effort” 
(Godolphin 1:248). 
-“’Fill me this goblet . . . . champagne is the boy’s liquor’” (Godolphin 3:101). 
-“Vivian discoursed on a new Venetian liqueur, and taught the Marquess how to mull 
Moselle . . . . ‘TO EVERY TWO BOTTLES OF STILL CHAMPAGE, ONE PINT OF 
CURAÇOA . . .  CATCH THE AROMA OF A POUND OF GREEN TEA, AND DASH 
THE WHOLE WITH GLENLIVET” (Vivian Grey 1:85) 
-“I will tell you two secret, which never forget: decant your Johannisberg, and ice your 
Maraschino” (Vivian Grey 1:199). 
-“crowds were now hurrying to pine-apples and lobster salads” (Vivian Grey 1:234). 
-“In the ancient kingdom of England it hath ever been the custom to dine previously to 
transacting business. This habit is one of those few which are not contingent upon the 
mutable fancies of fashion . . . . very often, after the dinner, an appointment is made for 
the transaction of the business on the following morning” (Vivian Grey 1:253). 
-“This gentleman, who is a pupil of Beauvillier’s . . . has conceived an exquisite cuisine, 
by adding to the lighter graces of French cookery something of the more solid virtues of 
the German,” (Vivian Grey* 184). 
-“The first dinner-bell was rung – no George; the second dinner-bell – no George – half 
an hour’s law – (unusual grace in a family so regular) – was allowed” (Sayings and 
Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 7) 
-“Mrs. George seated at table between her mother-in-law and brother-in-law, looking 
extremely pretty, but making somewhat more of a display of her person than . . . 
necessary” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 28). 
-“imagine what the feelings of that young lady and her brother James were, when they 
beheld their new relation absolutely eating fish with her knife! Their horror, however, 
was complete, when, in addition to two or three glasses of Champagne, they literally saw 
her discuss two Brobdignagian tumblers of home-brewed October ale” (Sayings and 
Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 28). 



-“Mrs. George had, long before the projected departure of the old lady, assumed the head 
of the table; and the familiarity with which she treated her brother-in-law, whom she 
invariably, and much to his annoyance, called Jem, so sickened Jane, that she ordinarily 
affected illness, and dined in her own room” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 
37). 
-“Monsieur Rissole, ‘without exception the best cook in the United Kingdom” (Sayings 
and Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 243). 
-“a breakfast-table without a lady is a perfect desert” ((Sayings and Doings, Second 
Series, Vol. I 285). 
-“I hope, Miss Anstruther, you like green tea? I must insist upon green tea, Colonel – ‘tis 
the only point I make” ((Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 285). 
-“Cape-wine [was] . . . African nastiness” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. II 
70). 
-“I never eat luncheons myself, I abominate them” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, 
Vol. II 83). 
-“When Mrs. Smith . . . understood that dinner was to be ready at six, she thought the 
world would shortly come to a conclusion; even the parson dined at five, and he was the 
village ultra in points of fashion and etiquette” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. 
III  11). 
-“‘General,’ said Mrs. Rodney, ‘you eat nothing; let Mr. Rodney send you some lamb; it 
is a beautiful bit of meat. I went to Mr. Evans, who is out butcher . . . and I got him to kill 
his daughter’s pet lamb for us’” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. III 22). 
-“who, Sir, in the name of decency, ever eats cheese? the sight, the smell, the knowledge 
that cheese is in the house, makes me sick” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. III 
249). 
-“Lady Etheringhame being now a constitutionalist, dined rather early” (Romance and 
Reality 1:34). 
-“This here venison is perfectly uneatable; the servants may have it!” (Cheveley 337) 
-“everybody had rack punch at Vauxhall” (Vanity Fair* 64). 
-“He was a man of such rigid refinement, that he would have starved rather than have 
dined without a white neckcloth . . . . It was he who taught the butler to say, ‘My lady is 
served,’ and who insisted on handing her ladyship in to dinner” (Vanity Fair* 94). 
-“I used to look him in the face steadily and – and use my fork in the light of a toothpick. 
After two mornings of this practice, he could bear it no longer, and fairly quitted the 
place . . . . [I] drove him from the Hotel with a four-pronged fork” (The Book of Snobs 4). 
-“Those three mutton-chops which you see entering at the kitchen-door will be served on 
the family-plate at seven o’clock this evening, the huge footman being present, and the 
butler in black, and the crest and coat-of-arms of the Scrapers blazing everywhere.” (The 
Book of Snobs 29). 
-“He sleeps in white kid-gloves, and commits dangerous excesses upon green tea” (The 
Book of Snobs 35). 
-“Whether my Lord Guttlebury kept, besides his French chef, and an English cordon-bleu 
for the roasts, an Italian for the confectionery?” (The Book of Snobs 109). 
-“Hang champagne! . . . it’s only fit for gals and children. Give me pale sherry at dinner, 
and my twenty-three claret afterwards” (The Book of Snobs 183). 



-“I should like to know what was the meaning of a pot of porter which entered into your 
chambers as I issued from them at one o’clock, and trust that it was not your thirst which 
was to be quenched with such a beverage at such an hour’” (Sketches and Travels in 
London 208). 
-“If Fate, then . . . should bring you in contact with a lord or two, eat their dinners, enjoy 
their company, but be mum about them when you go away” (Sketches and Travels in 
London 234).  
-“It is laid down in fashionable life that you must drink Champagne after white cheeses, 
water after red . . . . Ale is to be avoided” (Sketches and Travels in London 263). 
-“A fine singer, after dinner, is to be avoided, for he is a great bore, and stops the wine . . 
. . One of the best rules (to put him down) is to applaud him most vociferously as soon as 
he has sung the first verse, as if all was over, and say to the gentleman farthest from you 
at the table that you admire the conclusion of this song very much” (Sketches and Travels 
in London 263). 
-“You meet people occasionally who tell you it is bad taste to give Champagne at dinner 
– Port and Teneriffe being such superior drinking” (Sketches and Travels in London 263).  
-“there are certain customs to which one clings still; for instance, the practice of drinking 
wine with your neighbour, though wisely not so frequently indulged in as of old, yet still 
obtains, and I trust will never be abolished” (Sketches and Travels in London 264). 
-“One seldom asks ladies now to take wind, - except when, in a confidential whisper to 
the charming creature whom you have brought down to dinner” (Sketches and Travels in 
London 266). 
-“A dinner of men is well now and again, but few well-regulated minds relish a dinner 
without women” (Sketches and Travels in London 266). 
-“If we receive very great men or ladies at our houses, I will lay a wager that they will 
select mutton and gooseberry tart for their dinner . . . . Asking lords and ladies, who have 
great establishments of their own, to French dinners and delicacies, is like inviting a 
grocer to a meal of figs, or a pastrycook to a banquet of raspberry tarts. They have had 
enough of them” (Sketches and Travels in London 268). 
-“Truffles! . . . . I am particularly fond of them, but I dare not touch one – truffles are so 
very apoplectic” (Pelham 1:25). 
-“Gain as much knowledge de l’art culinaire as you can: it is an accomplishment 
absolutely necessary” (Pelham 1:28).  
-“what cook can possibly respect men who take no soup, and begin with a rôtì; . . . . who 
eat rognonsat dinner instead of a breakfast, and fall into raptures over sauce Robert and 
pieds de cochon; who cannot tell, at the first taste, whether the beaune is première 
qualité, or the fricasee [sic] made of yesterday’s chicken; who suffer in the stomach after 
a champignon, and die with indigestion of a truffle? O! English people, English people! 
why can you not stay and perish of apoplexy and Yorkshire pudding, at home?” (Pelham 
1:79). 
-“exquisite foie-gras! . . . . the goose rejoiced amid all her tortures – because of the glory 
that awaited her . . . Did she not, in prophetic vision, behold her enlarged and ennobled 
foiedilate into pâtés and steam into sautés . . . . O, exalted among birds – apotheosized 
goose, did not thy heart exult even when thy liver parched and swelled within three, from 
that most agonizing death; and didst thou not, like the Indian at the stake, triumph in the 
very torments which along could render thee illustrious?” (Pelham 1:178-179). 



-“it is at dinner you can best decide whether an individual is du bon ton or not. The 
tranquility, amounting to apathetic indifference, of the aristocracy, is a strange contrast to 
the hurry-flurry, over-excited, and heated sate of the parvenu” (Tales of Fashion and 
Reality 18). 
-“The conversation now lagged, as it generally does with ladies after dinner, who look 
with so much mistrust upon each other, that when scandal is worn out they all sink into a 
state of torpor” (Tales of Fashion and Reality 23).  
-“The dinner party consisted of twenty-four people, too many to be agreeable” (Tales of 
Fashion and Reality 66).  
-“The supper passed off very well . . . . Gunter provided hot meat, ice, wine, &c. all for 
five shillings a-head, - which I think was very reasonable. If managed well, parties are 
not extravagant” (Tales of Fashion and Reality 69). 
-“Tired of feeding on flour tortured into all the varied forms ycleped macaroni, 
vermicelli, lasague [sic], tortellini, parpadella, patta di Puglia, ravioli, and half a hundred 
other insipid dishes; and of devouring beccaficos, thrushes, and blackbirds, washed down 
by ungenerous liquids, misnamed wines, I left the Continent” (The Confessions of an 
Elderly Gentleman 5). 
-“There are, now-a-days, no good wholesome dinners at four or five o’clock; but a hot 
luncheon at three, and a dinner at nine!” (Confessions of an Old Bachelor 18).  
-“The first thing that was offered me was a filthy composition called ginger beer . . . . the 
sourness of the beverage affected me with such pains and distresses, that I verily believed 
I was going to give up the ghost” (Confessions of an Old Bachelor 88-89). 
-“I don’t care a fig for fashion – they spoiled Calcutta by dining at night; night, Ma’am, is 
meant for flaying cards – not for eating” (Sayings and Doings, or, Danvers 27). 
-“Every body knows what an uncomfortable half hour that is, in England, which precedes 
dinner” (Sayings and Doings, or, Danvers 121). 
-“Lady Lucy Graham, although the very mirror of fashion, did not deem it necessary to 
seclude herself from her guests until reunited by the sound of the dinner bell” (The 
Governess 164). 
-“Early visit . . . . why, my dear madam, it is long past eleven o’clock. Hey day! not done 
breakfast yet! Umpgh! fashionable hours!” (Finesse 1:17). 
-“The dinner, like many first dinners of a country-house party, proved flat and 
unenlivened” (Arlington 1:203-204) 
-“he has not only already recorded that a fork, not a knife, should be the active agent in 
carrying food to the mouth, but has made some more original discoveries, such as, that 
young ladies should be dieted on the wings of boiled chickens, and fine gentlemen should 
quaff nought by hock and soda-water; that roast beef is a vulgar horror, and beer an 
abomination” (Yes and No 1:136-137). 
-“We had a petit souper after the play at Lady M- G-. Her manners would be fascinating, 
were it not too evident that she labors to be so” (The Private Correspondence of a 
Woman of Fashion 1:49).  
-“’As if anyone in their senses, ever dreamed of purchasing oysters from a fishmonger!’ 
‘Who then ought to furnish tem; - the baker?’ . . . .  ‘It is a trade in itself . . . . Do you 
imagine that a real gastronome, in Paris, would eat an oyster from any other hands than 
those of the shell-fish merchant . . .?’” (Pin Money 1:201) 
-“dinner should be served at eight” (Tremaine 1:2). 



-“As for Port, and all Spanish vintages, they were nothing but liquid fire” (Tremaine 1:8). 
-“It was just ten, and the supper-table laid” (High Life 1:36).  
-“I assure you we scarcely ever dine before eight, even in summer, nor have done 
breakfast entirely till a good deal past one” (High Life 1:90). 
-“All bills of fare now pretty nearly resemble each other, and everybody expects the 
regular routine of vol-au-vents, filets, and galantines, as much as our forefathers 
calculated on boiled turkeys and roast pigs” (At Home 1:34).  
-“In every country-house . . . luncheon is an object of the utmost importance; it is in fact 
the only good substitute for a billiard-table, with which it has some valuable properties in 
common. Like it, luncheon is – A preparation for visitors: An inducement to visitors: A 
succedaneum for visitors: A consolation to visitors: and above all, An employment for 
visitors” (At Home 1:105-106). 
-“‘I hope your Grace patronises our new plan of drinking white wine instead of port after 
cheese,’ whispered Lord Calvert” (At Home 2:118-119).  
-“I never eat cheese, except with maccaroni [sic] soup” (At Home 2:119).  
-“No English woman knows how to make coffee, nor English man either, except, as in 
your case, he has learned on the Continent” (The Reformer 1:3).  
-“a papered and slipshod scrub, a being of whom he entertained an exquisite horror, [was] 
spreading out on a dusty deal table a dirty cloth, and placing on it white plates, green 
handled knives and forks, black bread, blue cheese, and rancid butter, and that too in a 
style the very antipodes of mathematical precision” (Agnes Serle 2:82). 
-“Lord Montreville told her that when the conversation took the turn of horses, hunting, 
dogs, or partridges, which it invariably did somewhere between twenty minutes and half 
an hour after the servants had left the apartment, all women with any tact or discretion 
took  advantage of the first pause to depart” (Recollections of a Chaperon 1:247).  
-“Children are usually a great resource during the formal quarter of an hour which 
precedes a dinner in the country” (Recollections of a Chaperon 2:299-300).  
-“If a lady will eat supper, let it be some cold chicken, accompanied by a glass of 
Madeira; but let her not touch trifles and trashery” (Hyde Nugent 1:55). 
-“No one should be allowed supper, however, that talks nonsense, or that does not in 
some sensible manner earn her bread. We would have fools and useless members of 
society turned into a sort of comfortably furnished barn, which should be attached to 
every party-giving house for the occasion” (Hyde Nugent 1:55). 
-“Breakfast was one the table from eight till twelve, or later if any body was so lazy as 
not to be down by that time” (Hyde Nugent 1:75).  
-“I cannot endure a woman to have what is vulgarly called a good appetite” (The 
Exclusives 2:157). 
-“June came and went with its roses, - strawberries were already out of seasons (except 
for the “lower classes”) and cherries were becoming plebeian food”(The Fair of Mayfair 
1:87). 
-“You will have an egg for breakfast, and you will dine with the family at three o’clock: 
quite fashionable hours you see, Sir” (The Disowned 1:102-103). 
 
Dandies 
-“She had been rather misled by her mother’s word ‘dandy’, and expected to view in him 
an excess of all the peculiarities of that numerous by decreasing tribe. She saw, therefore, 



with surprise, that he wore a dress in no respect distinguishable from that of ten thousand 
others; that he had neither rings nor chains, that his head was not fixed at any particular 
angle, and that the quiet and almost careless tie of his cravat, plainly shewed that he had 
neither studied ‘Neckclothiana,’ [the Beau Brummel school of exquisite arrangement of 
neckcloths] nor believed in the axiom that ‘Starch makes the man’” (Granby 1:88-89). 
-“To the gracefulness of indolence, Trebeck contrived to add the reputation of being able 
to do a great deal, if he would but condescend to set about it” (Granby 1:107-108) 
-“a handsome young man, dressed rather in the extreme, the chief fault of whose 
appearance was too much effeminacy and prettiness of air. ‘Oh, hang him . . . . he is a 
walking essence bottle . . . . That’s the man (you must have heard) who sleeps with his 
whiskers en papillotte [curling papers]’” (Granby 1:254-255). 
-“I thank Heaven, I was born a coxcomb, for coxcombs are bachelors by prescriptive 
right; and it would have stung me to the soul to find myself tied down like Gulliver, in 
my middle age, by the authority of a regiment of pigmies [i.e. children]” (Cecil 10). 
-“‘Jack Harris was the coolest fellow in the world!’ ‘A man of family?’ ‘Nobody knows.’ 
‘A man of fortune?’ ‘Nobody has an idea’” (Cecil 14). 
-“The creation of DANDYISM – (pshaw not, yet critics! Nor exclaim ‘hold, enough!’ – 
for the thing is obsolete . . .); the creation, I say of DANDYISM afforded the first 
indication to the public, that, in spite of Stultz and Truefitt [famous tailor and wigmaker], 
the portraits of Sir Thomas and the certificates of Sir Henry [artist and royal physician], - 
the Prince was growing old!” (Cecil 102). 
-“One word more, however, about the Brummell school! If effeminate, conceited, 
frivolous, in their pursuit of pleasure, they pursued it, at least, with less peril to his 
Majesty’s lieges than the rufflers of more recent times” (Cecil 104). 
-“I saw clearly that the Kingdom of Dandyism was in its Lowe Empire. As coming events 
cast their shadows before them, one felt already, even in the early part of the reign of 
George IV. a weary chill of mind and body, foreshadowing the age of utilitarianism” 
(Cecil 345). 
-“There are in London two sets of dissipated men: one set, the butterflies of balls, the 
loungers of the regular walks of society; diners-out; the ‘old familiar faces,’ seen 
everywhere, known to every one: the other set, a more wild, irregular, careless race of 
meb, who go little into parties, and vote balls a nuisance; who live in clubs; frequent 
theatres; drive about late o’nights in mysterious-looking vehicles, and enjoy a vast 
acquaintance among the Aspasias of pleasure. These are the men who are the critics of 
theatricals: black-neckclothed and unilaterally hated, they sit in their boxes and decide on 
the ankles of a dancer or the voice of a singer. They have a smattering of literature and 
use a great deal of French in their conversation: they have something of romance in their 
composition, and have been known to marry for love. In short, there is in their whole 
nature a more roving, liberal, Continental character of dissipation than belongs in the 
cold, tame, dull, prim, hedge-clipped debaucheries of more national exquisitism” 
(Godolphin 1:68-69). 
-“There are two classes of popular men in London; the sprightly, joyous, good-humoured 
set; the quiet, gentle, sarcastic her. The one are fellows called devilish good – the other, 
fellows called devilish gentleman-like” (Godolphin 3:50).  



-“He has neither frequented Crockford’s, nor attended every meeting at Newmarket; nor 
hunted at Melton; nor formed intimacies with dissolute men; nor flirted with any of the 
women” (Victims of Society 7). 
-“Vivian Grey was a graceful, lively lad, with just enough of dandyism to preserve him 
from committing gaucheries” (Vivian Grey 1:52). 
-“the most dandified style that you can conceive; but not that of an English dandy either. 
He had on a magnificent foreign foraging cap . . . and a frogged surtout; and he had a 
large gold chain round his neck, and pushed into his waistcoat pocket . . . . He had also 
another gold chain tight round his neck, like a collar” (Vivian Grey 2:166). 
-“It is the fashion in the present day, from the peer to the prince, to affect the private 
gentleman” (Romance and Reality 2:229). 
-“A very stout, puffy man, in buckskins and Hessian boots, with several immense 
neckcloths, that rose almost to his nose, wit ha red-striped waistcoat and an apple-green 
coat with steel buttons almost as large as crown pieces (it was the morning costume of a 
dandy or blood of those days)” (Vanity Fair* 25). 
-“Cuff, on the contrary, was the great chief and dandy of the Swishtail Seminary. He 
smuggled wine in. he fought the town-boys. Ponies used to come for him to ride home on 
Saturdays. He had his top-boots in his room, in which he used to hunt in the holidays. He 
had a gold repeater: and took snuff like the Doctor. He had been to the Opera, and new 
the merits of the principal actors” (Vanity Fair* 48). 
-“‘Capital Scotch brother, my dear . . . though they call it by a French name.’ ‘I believe it 
is the custom, sir, in decent society . . . to call the dish as I have called it’” (Vanity Fair* 
87). 
-“A perfect and celebrated ‘blood’ or dandy about town, was this young officer. Boxing, 
rat-hunting, the fives’ court and four-in-hand driving were then the fashion of our British 
aristocracy” (Vanity Fair* 105). 
-“he intended to be an exquisite, but the hacknied word dandy, alone can give a perfect 
idea of what he was” (Tales of Perplexity 68). 
-“The structure of his fine head was such as physiognomists assign to superior intellect; 
and the precise arrangement of its glossy auburn curls left it difficult to decide whether its 
fanciful and fashionable possessor was more fop or philosopher, dandy or poet” 
(Florence Macarthy 1:9). 
-“To this regiment [the Tenth] Nature has been certainly very liberal in providing 
coxcombs – I beg their pardon, I should have written ‘exquisites;’ for coxcomb is an 
obsolete term; it is vulgar! It would, I am sure, rouse even their nonchalance into the 
insupportable fatigue of an angry ebullition” (The Private Correspondence of a Woman 
of Fashion 1:52-53). 
-“Nothing is easier than for a man of fashion in London to remain incog. by the mere 
study of the sights and sounds of the different hours” (Dacre: A Novel 2:80-81).  
-“From having lived much abroad, he knew . . . of all illustrious persons, from the 
Emperor Alexander, to Murat’s cook; and possessed abundance of excellent stories, 
collected from all countries, He knew the rent roll of all the large estates in England, how 
much their respective owners won or lost at Newmarket, or Crockford’s, could tell to a 
bird what had been killed at the most celebrated battûs, and by whom. He frequented the 
betting room at Tattersall’s, and was, he did not know how, always lucky in guessing the 



horse that would win the Derby, though he never profited by his skill” (Country Houses 
1:12). 
-“your mother advised me which tailor and hair-dresser to employ, that I might bring her 
no discredit; offered, through her grocer, to procure me an introduction to a city heiress; 
and instructed me how to turn a tolerable figure to advantage in the trade of matrimony. 
And, you . . . advised me to take lessons in dancing, and strongly recommended a retreat 
from a party, on the plea of a headache, because our engagement for the next quadrille 
interfered with the request of a more eligible partner” (Agnes Serle 1:26-27). 
-“He was of course a member of White’s, Watier’s, and the clubs at Newmarket and 
Melton; whilst the table at the Union was never complete without him. The dressing-
rooms at the Opera, the secret committees at the theatres, the porter’s private list in every 
fashionable and difficult house, as well as the dining-rooms of our most renowned 
Amphytrions, were alike open to him” (Almack’s Revisited 1:179). 
-“we detest the hacknied word ‘dandy’” (Almack’s Revisted 1:180). 
-“He was of that privileged set, who having nothing earthly to do the whole day but dress 
themselves, with an admirable Breguetin their pocket, make it a point of always coming 
an hour too late for dinner, and in black neckcloths and boots” (Almack’s Revisted 1:180). 
-“Dandy has been voted vulgar, and beau is now the word” (The Young Duke 1:33-34).  
-“An English dandy is a dandy and nothing else; he is a very lay-figure, - the man is 
neutralized, - he is nothing but starched and stupid impertinence. The French dandy has at 
least animal life left in him” (The English in France 2:280-281).  
 
Balls/Parties 
-“Never dance with any man without first knowing his character and condition, on the 
word of two credible chaperons.” (Granby 1:95) 
-“consider what you come for – to dance of course, and not to converse; therefore, never 
talk yourself, nor encourage it in others” (Granby 1:95). 
-“what passes between nine-tenths of them? Remarks on the heat of the room; the state of 
the crowd; the impossibility of dancing, and the propriety nevertheless of attempting it; 
that on last Wednesday was a bad Almack’s, and on Thursday a worse Opera; that the 
new ballet is supposed to be good; mutual enquiries how they like Pasta, or Catalani . . . 
whether Rossini’s music makes the best quadrilles, and whether Colinet’s band are the 
best to play them” (Granby 1:250) 
-“Dancing commenced about half-past eleven – consisting of quadrilles and waltzes 
alternately . . . . The exotic plants were furnished by Messrs. Jenkins; Gunter prepared the 
supper; and the band was led by Colinet, in his highest style” (Granby 1:266). 
-“It is the commonest thing in the world to go to a ball without an invitation. I know one 
or two, (I shall not mention names), that always go into the first lighted house they come 
to – they ask no question, and nobody asks them any” (Granby 1:276). 
-“I don’t let Caroline waltz – indeed she does not wish it herself. Some people think it not 
correct” (Granby 1:69) 
-“People had discovered the charm of small parties and moderately crowded rooms. Even 
the insulting tern ‘Exclusives,’ applied to those who were desirous, in inviting their 
friends, to secure them from having their ribs broken and their dresses torn from their 
backs, did not avail to frighten the grand monde into a renewal of the exploded system of 
the bear-garden” (Cecil 333-334). 



-“He was not of those numerous gentlemen, the stock-flowers of the parterre, who stick 
themselves up against walls in the panoply of neckclothed silence. He came not to balls, 
from the vulgar motive of being seen there in the most conspicuous situation – a motive 
so apparent among the stiff exquisites of England” (Godolphin 1:62). 
-“we go to these assemblies to sell our daughters, or corrupt our neighbours’ wives. A 
ball-room is nothing more or less than a great market-place for beauty” (Godolphin 
1:178). 
-“Some steam process should be invented for arranging guests when they are above five 
hundred. In the present instance all went wrong when they entered the Hall” (Vivian Grey 
1:191).  
-“In one room, the most eminent and exclusive . . . were now winding through the 
soothing mazes of a slow waltz, and now whirling, with all the rapidity of Eastern 
dervishes, to true double Wien time. In another saloon, the tedious tactics of quadrilles 
commanded the exertions of less civilized beings” (Vivian Grey 1:213-214). 
-“I asked the beau of the family whether he was at Almack’s last Wednesday? – He said 
‘No, but that he was there on Friday.’ – ‘Friday,’ said I, ‘surely there was no assembly 
that evening?’ – and what do you think he answered? – ‘Oh! yes, Miss!!! there was The 
Caledonian Assembly, for I was at it!’” A burst of laughter at the savage ignorance of the 
unfortunate Mr. Hogman rang through the saloon” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, 
Vol. I 84).   
-“masquerades were now as perfectly exploded in decent society, as powder for ladies 
and two pronged forks; his ambition was therefore excited, and his resolution taken to 
attempt the revival of a species of entertainment once so fashionable” (Sayings and 
Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 186) 
-“the floors were splendidly chalked for dancing, mock flowers were taught to twine 
round marble columns . . . in the dinner parlous, a band for waltzes; in the drawing-room, 
Colinet and his troop, for quadrilles” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 207). 
-“The good-nature arises from her good set of teeth . . . . if ever you want laughers, 
George, to make up a party, study the ivory. Be sure your guests have good teeth, and 
they’ll laugh at the worst story of a dinner-going wit, rather than not shew the ‘white and 
even” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 213). 
-“Even in this world of wonders, there are two subjects of our especial marvel; - how 
people can be so silly as to give fancy balls; and, still more, how people can be so silly as 
to go to them” (Romance and Reality 1:70). 
-“And what he proposes would be to give a ball every month for the six winter months, 
and have Gunter from London (all at his own expense) to arrange and provide the 
supper” (Cheveley 185). 
-“The Dowager Lady De Clifford also had a “soirée musicale,” at her house in Bruton 
Street, yesterday evening, which was numerously and fashionably attended” (Cheveley 
357). 
-“What business has that young man to tell me . . . that he declines going to evening-
parties, when he knows that after Easter we have one or two? . . . . he declines evening-
parties forsooth! – Mind, children, he is never invited into this house again” (Sketches 
and Travels in London 220). 
-“Look at Lord Trampleton, that enormous hulking monster, (who nevertheless dances 
beautifully, as all big men do)” (Sketches and Travels in London 253). 



-“they just walk a quadrille or spin a waltz . . . . hang dancing, ‘tis so vulgar” (Pelham 
2:14). 
-“Poor or rich is all the same to me . . . but when one must dance, it is more agreeable and 
creditable to dance with a pretty girl than with an ugly one” (The Davenels 1:36-37). 
-“The agitation caused by a country ball, is not confined to the house at which it is given. 
All the neighbours are called upon to offer beds to their own or the inviter’s friends; and 
no one can presume to retain an empty corner in their house” (The Davenels 1:239). 
-“Never be guilty of taking your daughter to country-balls: she can only acquire bad 
manners, rude habits, and vulgar notions. A girl of rank and fashion ought to feel that 
London is her element” (Tales of Fashion and Reality 55-56). 
-“I must there advise all young ladies who wish to be admired, never to stay later than 
two at a ball in the summer; for after that hour the morning sun appearing, its brilliancy 
does not well accord, with flushed cheeks, faded dresses and straight ringlets; besides, 
only inferior men stay after that hour” (Tales of Fashion and Reality 63). 
-“I left him at eleven o’clock, (the hour at which parties now  assemble, being then that 
which was fixed for their termination)” (The Confessions of an Elderly Gentleman 255).  
-“They were nouveaux riches – would undoubtedly give fêtes” (Self-Delusion 1:246). 
-“You must be presented at court, Lady Vargrave – we must give great dinners, Lady 
Vargrave. Balls are sinful, so is the opera . . . yet an opera-box would be a proper 
appendage to your rank” (Ernest Maltravers 1:233-234). 
-“Agh! ‘tis an odious dance . . . I tell Eliza she will never be married as long as she 
waltzes” (Finesse 1:45).  
-“Mrs. Forrester [was] charmed with the idea that she and her daughters would be the 
latest arrival there” (Finesse 1:200). 
-“Lord Arlington . . . apportion[ed] his time as follows: an hour to White’s, half-an-hour 
to the House of Lord, - from six to seven a saunter on horseback by the Serpentine – a 
dinner at eight – a party at eleven – and three balls from twelve till day-light” (Arlington 
1:125). 
-“Almack’s is of immense consequence, and fashionable people think of hardly anything 
else; and the Patronesses can do almost anything; and it is such a favour to let people in – 
even the Prime Minister must beg very hard” (Arlington 1:302). 
-“minuets are as obsolete as Maréchal powder. You might quite as reasonably require me 
to appear in a hoop, or Launceston in red-heeled pumps” (Pin Money 1:291).  
-“Lady Lilfield observed . . . that no daughter of mine would commit herself by such 
abominable levity. She indeed never approved my allowing Helen and poor Jane to waltz 
even with the governess” (Women As They Are 1:130-131). 
-“Lady Willersdale waltzes continually, and remarkably well too; - I waltz myself – we 
all waltz . . . . For my own part I dance upon principle, in order to avoid the dangers of 
idleness” (Women As They Are 1:131). 
-“It is for the new member [of parliament] to open the [county] ball, with the lady of the 
highest rank present” (Mrs. Armytage 2:119). 
-“Not that Almack’s either is quite unattainable, but it is managed in a different way. 
Your eldest daughter, Lady Weldon, is the proper height; but, if I recollect right, we last 
year decided on not having too many blondes” (At Home 1:119). 
-“It was, moreover, the scene of innumerable pic-nic parties during the summer, - a 
species of gregarious amusement proverbially begun in folly and ending in matrimony, - 



in such cases, probably, the greatest folly of all” (The Three Eras of Woman’s Life 
1:105).  
-“As to Almack’s, that circle of exclusiveness had been polluted; its brief course was run, 
and its brightness on the decline” (The Exclusives 1:9). 
-“You know that odious Lady Borrowdale has one of her everlasting At Homes next 
Thursday, to meet their Royal Highnesses . . . as usual, that vulgar decoy” (The 
Exclusives 1:17). 
-“I consider dancing as the worst part of a ball . . . disorders the hair and the dress, and 
makes one such a figure!” (Domestic Scenes 1:221). 
-“You know one’s first party ought to be brilliant. If one sets off well, all will go on in 
the same style; but if a bad report is made of the thing at the beginning of the season, it is 
ten to one that the whole year proves a failure” (The Separation 1:1-2).  
 
Ladies’ Accomplishments/Coming Out 
-“you may play a waltz with one hand, and dance as little as you think convenient. You 
may draw caricatures of your intimate friends. You may not sing a note of Rossini; nor 
sketch gateposts and donkeys after nature. You may sit to a harp; but you need not play 
it. You must not paint miniatures nor copy Swiss costumes. But you may manufacture 
any thing – from a cap down to a pair of shoes – always remembering that the less useful 
your work the better . . . . You must be an archeress in the summer, and a skater in the 
winter, and play well at billiards all the year: and if you do these extremely well, my 
admiration will have no bounds” (Granby 1:97-98). 
-“the Miss Cliftons began to play some Swiss waltzes out of a marvelously small music 
book, wherein they seemed to have been written with a crow quill” (Granby 1:100). 
-“ladies spoil their natural gifts by loading them with artificial ones. Those who have 
many accomplishments, are seldom so pleasant as those who have few. They trust too 
much to what they can do, and too little to what they can say” (Granby 1:122--123). 
-“Had I been ever blessed or cursed with wife or daughter, or possessed a right to 
exercise the tyrannies of legitimate proprietorship over any fraction of the gentle sex, 
how careful would I have been to inspire her with enthusiasm for some definite pursuit . . 
. . Men are too apt to sneer at the frivolities of women’s accomplishments; to find fault 
with daubings of water-colours, embroiderings of tiffany, collections of autographs, 
emblazonings of missals. – My brethren! take the advice of a bachelor deeply studied in 
such mysteries. Failing the maximum, accept the minimum, and be thankful. Till your 
better or worse halves acquire, by force of education, a taste for higher occupation, 
discourage nothing that yields harmless employment to their leisure . . . . Beware of the 
peevish retrospections of reveries! – Beware of the want of excitement arising from want 
of occupation! – It is in the unenclosed waste that the thistle wings its seeds of mischief” 
(Cecil 224-225). 
-“She was a capital listener; ‘an excellent thing in woman,’ and rare as excellent” (Cecil 
226). 
-“she plied those two long, black, whalebone knitting-needles as if the fate of the 
universe hung upon her stitches . . . . I should have dropped asleep while watching the 
hitching of her fair hands and jerking of her majestic elbows” (Cecil 279). 



-“Vernon had not only had her instructed in the French and Italian; but, a deep and 
impassioned scholar himself, he had taught her the elements of the two great languages of 
the ancient world” (Godolphin 1:18). 
-“Miss Vernon drew well, and sang divinely . . . . But of all her attractions, and of all the 
evidences of her cultivated mind, none equaled the extraordinary grace of her 
conversation . . . . It seems sometimes odd enough to me, that while young ladies are so 
sedulously taught all the accomplishments that a husband disregards, they are never 
taught the great one he would prize. They are taught to be exhibitors; he wants a 
companion. He wants neither a singing animal, nor a drawing animal” (Godolphin 1:19-
20). 
- “I wish I was seventeen, for, at that age I am to be presented” (Victims of Society 17). 
-“You are fortunate in having secured a bon parti [engagement] without passing through 
the tiresome ceremony of coming out; and being exhibited through a whole season, 
perhaps two, to those disposed to take unto themselves a wife” (Victims of Society 22). 
-“A bold woman is, to me, one of the most offensive objects on earth” (Victims of Society 
42). 
-“ladies are obliged to study the taste and pursuits of the gentlemen, in order to find 
favour in the eyes of those lords of the creation. Is not this a dreadful degradation to our 
sex? Only fancy women talking of horses, and not only talking of, but visiting them in 
their stables! Fancy their betting, and keeping book” (Victims of Society 132). 
-“‘give Mrs. George Sutherland’s maid the carte du pay.’ ‘The what, ma’am?’ said 
Emily, whose parents thought with Milton, that one tongue was enough for a woman, and 
had taught her no more” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 22). 
-“Lady Frances was, as all pedantic women are, disagreeable and uncertain, self-
opinionated, flighty, above the things of this world, and, to use a common expression 
which ahs more truth in it than those who are perpetually using it perhaps thing, ‘a little 
mad’” ( Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 159). 
-“the lady, turning to Louisa, with one of those sweet smiles which ladies about to praise 
themselves are in the habit of putting on” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 
187). 
-The “most exemplary wives . . . took to duties instead of accomplishments, and gave up 
music when they married” (Romance and Reality 1:7). 
-“You speak as if you considered a ball matter of pleasure, not business! Do you imagine 
a girl goes through her first season in London with the view of amusing herself? . . . . A 
young lady in a quadrille might answer, like a merchant in his counting-house, ‘I am too 
busy to laugh – I am making my calculations’” (Romance and Reality 1:215). 
-“though her original intention had been that she should not come out for two years  - 
(Whigesses always make their début later than other girls), - she now changed her plan, 
and determined that Julia should go to Almack’s on the following Wednesday” (Cheveley 
47). 
-“a careful and undeviating use of the backboard, for four hours daily during the next 
three years, is recommended as necessary to the acquirement of that dignified deportment 
and carriage, so requisite for every young lady of fashion” (Vanity Fair* 8). 
-“we know that no lady in the genteel world can possess this desideratum, until she has 
put on a train and feathers, and has been presented to her Sovereign at Court. From that 



august interview they come out stamped as honest women. The Lord Chamberlain gives 
the ma certificate of virtue” (Vanity Fair* 553). 
-“I asked this great creature in what other branches of education she instructed her 
pupils? ‘The modern languages,’ says she modestly: ‘French, German, Spanish, and 
Italian, Latin and the rudiments of Greek if desired. English of course; the practice of 
Elocution, Geography, and Astronomy, and the Use of the Globes, Algebra (but only as 
far as quadratic equations); for a poor ignorant female . . . cannot be expected to know 
everything. Ancient and Modern History no young woman can be without . . . . Botany, 
Geology, and Mineralogy, I consider as amusements’” (The Book of Snobs 113). 
-“Say the girls are beginning to practise their music, which, in an honourable English 
family, ought to occupy every young gentlewoman three hours” (The Book of Snobs 166). 
-“A young lady is called upon to speak French – Italian might be forgiven, but Spanish 
must have been surreptitiously acquired” (The Davenels 1:78).  
-“I would rather possess accomplishments: learning may be very satisfactory to oneself, 
but accomplishments are the means of pleasing those one loves” (The Davenels 1:141) 
-“French is quite necessary . . . but beyond that I own I see no great use in foreign 
languages. It is allowed by every one, that one may travel all over the continent by means 
of French, and the fewer Dons and Segnors a lady converses with the better” (The 
Davenels 1:141-142). 
-“Men may be very clever, but they are not capable of superintending the début of a 
young girl; that task is always much better fulfilled when intrusted to the management of 
one of the female sex” (Tales of Fashion and Reality 51). 
-“In early life, let your children be instructed in every accomplishment suited to females. 
If they have no an innate taste for music, let it be an acquired one. Some men prefer a 
clever wife to a pretty one.” (Tales of Fashion and Reality 53).  
-“The daughter must not be a proficient in more languages than the mother” (Tales of 
Fashion and Reality 53). 
-“She was on no account to be learned: she might speak French; but if she did, she must 
do it well and fluently – Latin and Greek were positively interdicted; the mathematics 
utterly banished. She might, perhaps, play and sing, but not by any means well enough to 
be expected or called upon to exhibit in company. The less she liked dancing the better; 
waltzing was wholly and entirely out of the question” (Sayings and Doings, or, Danvers 
5-6). 
-“‘So Lord Arlington is come out,’ said Mrs. X. to Lady Z. . . . . ‘Oh, yes!’ said Lady Z. 
‘He has been seen at balls these two or three years; but one never knows exactly when a 
man comes out’” (Arlington 1:89).  
-“Talent and wit in man are an advantage, but in our sex are not to be coveted” (The 
Private Correspondence of a Woman of Fashion 1:294).  
-“Few men care to be fatigued by an over exaltation of sentiment or philosophy in the 
weaker sex” (Women As They Are 1:78). 
-“Paris is not the thing for young ladies. If you take ‘em there fresh from England, they 
are too new – if you stop there coming back from Italy, they are fanées” (At Home 
1:116).  
-“‘For Heaven’s sake, don’t give us any of your school-room here,’ cried Lady 
Farnborough, ‘above all things, none of your pedantry. I hate blue stocking ladies’” 
(Conducts is Fate 2:95).  



-“Men like us to know how to give them good dinners, dress our persons to please their 
eyes, never have an opinion of our own about any thing, and laugh and cry as they bid us. 
This is all the learning fit for women; so, if you please, I will look pretty, but never 
reason or read” (Conduct is Fate 2:116).  
-“A mother who has three daughters to take out, and get off, ought to have the temper of 
an angel . . . and the inexhaustible strength and constitution of an elephant to endure the 
fatigues of a London spring” (Country Houses 2:70). 
-“The London parties she was used to were easily arranged; if they were select (Exclusive 
is the right word) she had only to look at her visiting book and mark those to be asked; if 
the part was general, she had as easy a task in marking those who were to be excluded” 
(Country Houses 2:206). 
-“With regard to women, my taste is still more exquisitely delicate. I absolutely shrink 
with horror from any thing bold, masculine, and indelicate; would have the sex all 
gentleness, softness, and elegance” (Agnes Serle 1:81).  
-“I make it a point of principle never to watch an awkward girl descend from a phaeton; it 
puts me out of humour with the sex for a month” (Agnes Serle 1:109). 
-“The perfection of female education, in this our day, is supposed to consist in the 
acquisition of the greatest possible quantity of such accomplishments as may best serve 
the purpose of display. It is the fashion to play and sing, to speak two or three of the 
languages of Europe, and to dance with grace; and it is the fashion, because men of 
fashion choose their wives from the accomplished class. Marriage is the great end for 
which girls submit to a drudgery that might, if otherwise directed, have sufficed to attain 
the highest honours of learning; this is the mighty recompense by which mothers and 
governesses stimulate indolence and encourage talent” (The Three Eras in Woman’s Life 
1:47). 
-“The best of all possible mottoes, and the only piece of Latin which a woman may be 
pardoned for knowing, is the pithy ‘suaviter in modo, fortiter in re [gently in manner, 
strongly in deed]” (The Three Eras in Woman’s Life 1:158-159). 
-“a woman should never be unfit to be seen – that she should never be caught . . . 
employed in any manner unsuited to her rank and station in life” (Recollections of a 
Chaperon 1:261).  
-“The two young ladies were not quite so vulgar as their mamma . . . . they spoke about 
ten languages, played upon a dozen instruments . . . and, in short, were overpoweringly 
accomplished and tiresome” (Almack’s Revisited 1:295). 
-“I hate remarkable women! what business have they to be remarkable!” (The School of 
Fashion 2:107). 
 
Sport and Leisure 
-“The Duke began to want his whist; Mr. Trebeck sat down to piquet with the Duchess” 
(Granby 1:101). 
-“After talking some little time about the . . . state of the odds for the Derby and Oaks 
[two major horse-racing events], a trotting match on the Richmond road, and sundry 
other topics of the day, he came to the real purport of his visit” (Granby 1:314). 
-“‘And what sort of things . . . are Lady Wigly’s evening parties?’ ‘Delightful – delightful 
. . . . There’s nothing else in London like them’ . . . . ‘And what do you do there?’ . . . . 
“Do? oh, a thousand things –walk about – talk – discuss – debate – criticize – 



experimentalize – inhale nitrous acid gas, and set potassium on fire with ice’” (Granby 
2:50). 
-“I see you understand a trick or two – you are training in a promising way – we shall 
have you down at the Hells soon!” (Granby 2:188). 
-“Sir Thomas Jermyn was not a sportsman . . . . He thought, nevertheless, that the 
reputation of being somewhat versed in these pursuits was desirable in a country 
gentleman. He, therefore . . . attended the Higleston coursing meeting, and always made a 
point of taking out his gun on the first of September” (Granby 3:148).  
-“Some [sportsmen] were well mounted, and dressed in scarlet; others there were, whose 
bottle-green jackets, and dusky corduroys mounted as they were on stiff useful horses, or 
washy bits of blood, denoted the night, spruce, gentleman farmer, who thinks he is well 
to do in the world” (Granby 3:150-151). 
-“he had never in his life severely denounced any known sin, except shooting a fox; and 
‘a man who did that,’ as he observed, ‘deserved to be hung, drawn, and quatered’” 
(Granby 3:153). 
-“So much withal of a drawing-room air in their dainty equipments for this bold, rough 
sport [fox hunting]; - the perfect style of the coat – the immaculate whiteness of the boot-
top – the finished neatness of the horse furniture – in short, the absolute completeness of 
the whole set-out!” (Granby 3:155-156).  
-“Melton [Mowbray, Leicestershire], which owed its origin to their [dandies’] 
sportsmanship” (Cecil 104). 
-“The house was full of company for the shooting season. Battues were not yet in 
fashion” (Cecil 195). 
-“I am almost ashamed, at this time of day, to indulge in a rhapsody about yachting, - 
now, as vulgarized as coaching, to steeple-chasing, or any other pastime . . . . But when I 
and George IV. first indulged in the delicious recreation, regattas were in their infancy” 
(Cecil 377). 
-“Saville was worse than a profligate – he was a gambler! . . . . Gaming, in all countries, 
is the vice of an aristocracy” (Godolphin 1:55). 
-“‘I play at no game where chance only presides. Whist is my favourite play: it is not 
popular: I am sorry for it. I take up with other games, I am forced to do it; but even at 
rouge et noir, I carry about with me the rules of whist. I calculate – I remember.’ ‘But 
hazard?’ ‘I never play at that! . . . . It is the devil’s game, it defies skill. Forsake hazard, 
and let me teach you écarté; it is coming into fashion’” (Godolphin 1:57). 
-“How could a young man of fashion exist without a shooting-place in the country, wit ha 
train of keepers to preserve his game, and dogs to run it down, whatever may be the cost? 
A moor in the Highlands of Scotland, for grouse-shooting, it would be impossible to 
forego” (Victims of Society 165). 
-“her Ladyship, who was a collector of autographs, [and possessed] the private letters of 
every man of genius that ever had been heard of” (Vivian Grey 1:142-143). 
-“All of them wore hunting-dresses of various shades of straw-coloured cloth, with the 
exception of one, who sat on the left hand of the master of the feast, and the colour of 
whose costume was a rich crimson purple” (Vivian Grey* 275). 
-“the Grand Duke retired to a game of Boston with his royal visitors” (Vivian Grey* 395). 
-“A back-gammon board carelessly left on a smaller table indicated, not that any body 
was about to play that rural and clerical game, but that if any body had a desire for a little 



sequin hazard, there were such things as dice at hand” (Sayings and Doings, Second 
Series, Vol. II 8). 
-“I have heard that he was chiefly addicted to cock-fighting, in which humane diversion 
and all its concomitant pleasures of training, feeding, matching, weighing, and heeling, 
he took great delight” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. II 287). 
-“the Earl, the newspapers said, was enjoying the sport of fishing with a numerous party 
of fashionables” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. III 179). 
-“she had that great charm which Italian women so rarely – so very rarely possess – ‘a 
most sweet voice’” (Cheveley 28). 
-“Among Fanny Neville’s numerous perfections was that of never giggling herself out of 
a compliment . . . . she neither simpered nor blushed” (Cheveley 29). 
-“It was the beginning of September, a month sacred to geese, game, and garrulity, 
inasmuch as people assemble to eat and talk in country-houses” (Cheveley 403). 
-“Eschew violent sporting-dresses, such as one sees but too often in the parks and public 
places on the backs of misguided young men. There is no objection to an ostler wearing a 
particular costume, but it is a pity that a gentleman should imitate it” (Sketches and 
Travels in London 215). 
-“shooting is a most barbarous amusement, only fit for majors in the army, and royal 
dukes, and that sort of people; the mere walking is bad enough, but embarrassing one’s 
arms moreover, with a gun, and one’s legs with turnip tops, exposing oneself to the 
mercy of bad shots and the atrocity of good, seems to me only a state of painful fatigue, 
enlivened by the probability of being killed” (Pelham 1:37). 
-“Every Irish girl wants many requisites to form a person of fashion . . . . They all want 
confidence without vanity; they are too timid without being too modest; and their good-
humour arises less from good-temper than from want of dignity” (The Davenels 1:50-51). 
-“her Grace had selected as a subject of conversation the science of craniology” (Sayings 
and Doings, or, Danvers 11). 
-“Fanny found she had married a fox-hunter, who, for six months in the year, lived in a 
red coat” (The Governess 8) 
-“Mrs. Grey and I are going to have our little rubber, and so music would be a terrible 
bore. How is it possible to mind one’s cards with such a racket in the room?” (Finesse 
1:181).  
-“I was going to sit on the steps of a bathing machine this morning, to inhale the sea-
breezes, and read Byron’s last work” (The Private Correspondence of a Woman of 
Fashion 1:51). 
-“You ride pretty well, but you had better go through the manège. Every gentleman 
should be a perfect cavalier. You shall have your own groom and horses, and I wish you 
to ride regularly every day” (Contarini Fleming 1:281).  
-“I detest fox-hunting in all its branches . . . those horrible hounds were the bane of my 
wedded happiness. I shall never forget poor dear Lord Launceston’s attack of pleurisy, 
after riding home twenty miles at a foot’s pace with a broken collar-bone, in a mizzling 
rain!” (Pin Money 1:31).  
-“I hear he was recalled for riding at the public races in a tri-coloured jacket, while the 
Excellency . . . actually rode his own famous Principessa in orange silk – no joke that” 
(The Princess 1:16). 



-“the race-party a Lord Rydal’s . . . is, an opportunity of the elect of the gay world to 
crush each other to death, in a mob of five hundred people” (Mrs. Armytage 1:280-281). 
-“She worked to the admiration of all who knew her, and we beg leave to say that we 
deem that ‘an excellent thing in woman’” (Paul Clifford 1:235).  
-“when one comes so far from London, one expects to be rewarded by getting at least 
country sports in perfection; but the nearer to Town the better every thing is to be found” 
(Dacre: A Novel 1:6).  
-“these ruins have been the scene of some of my boyish exploits in rat-hunting; I used to 
think it capital sport, and if you will wait till I can collect the dogs, and one of our 
gamekeepers, who acts as rat-catcher-general to the establishment, I will show you a 
boyish English sport” (Country Houses 1:86). 
-“the most common shooting in India, is snakes, and that is excellent, the dogs hunt them 
out of the swamps, and the sportsmen shoot as they appear, but they are so wily and 
wary, they often shew a good deal of sport” (Country Houses 2:98).  
-“I would preserve you from sinking into that most shameful – most execrable – of all 
characters, a female gambler” (The Three Eras of Woman’s Life 2:295).  
-“it [is] a very bad day’s sport of the birds did not get up as fast as to gardes de chasse 
could load their guns” (Recollections of a Chaperon 1:68).  
-“Hyde, I will not have you riding across the country in this dry weather: it is too like a 
school-boy, and the farmers will be by no means obliged to you” (Hyde Nugent 1:45).  
-“no one can hunt in any thing but a silk hat” (Hyde Nugent 3:33). 
-“’all those villainous chequed necklocths’ . . . . nobody thought of hunting any thing but 
white now” (Hyde Nugent 3:33-34). 
-“He persecuted poachers with almost more than the utmost rigour of the law, because he 
considered poaching, if not quite the most dangerous crime ever heard of in this country . 
. . as leading to those that were” (The School of Fashion 1:3). 
 
Beauty/Makeup/Toilet/Hairstyles 
-“Their plainness, however, would have been less striking, but for that hard, pale, 
parboiled town look, that stamp of fashion, with which late hours and hot rooms 
generally endow the female face” (Granby 1:105). 
-“the Honourable John squinted, and the Honourable Julia had red hair; and our lady-
mother was as heartily ashamed of them both, as if they had been palmed upon her from 
the workhouse” (Cecil 2-3). 
-Ladies “are not fond of exposing to investigation the mystery of their washes and 
pomades. The flacons, which formerly contained bouquet de Florence or verveine, now 
held the lights and shades of her ladyship’s complexion. Blue veins were sealed in one 
packet, and a rising blush was corked up in a crystal phial. Eyebrows – eyelashes – lips – 
cheeks – chin – an ivory forehead, and a pearly row of teeth, - all were indebted for their 
irresistibilities to a certain Pandora’s box of a dressing-case, furnished by Thévenot” 
(Cecil 7). 
-“Eight-and-thirty is a frightful epoch in the life of a woman of fashion . . . . A little older, 
and the case becomes too clear for dispute. At forty, she gives up the field, allowing that 
time has had the best of it” (Cecil 8). 
-“Of all physical defects, red hair is one of the least remediable. The blackest of wigs 
only renders the disfigurement more glaring. Apply what pigment you will to the 



eyebrows, the lashes remain a burning accusation. Nay, were even the eyelashes put in 
mourning, there is a peculiarity of complexion induced by the coating of the epidermis, as 
ineffaceable as the blackness of the Ethiopian or the spots of the leopard” (Cecil 9). 
-“I, Cecil Danby, whose name was already whispered in St. James’s Street, as having 
taxed my bill at the Christopher on account of a semi-tone too much in the complexion of 
the oeil de perdix, at my last dinner-party” (Cecil 12). 
-“Standing five feet seven in my pumps, and five feet ten in my boots, wit ha trifling hint 
of the Piping Faun softening the severity of my Roman nose and finely-chiselled mouth, I 
should, perhaps, have passed for effeminate, but that the sentimental school was just then 
in the ascendant” (Cecil 13). 
-“Never had I seen so sweet a face, so graceful a figure! – Falling shoulders, trimly waist, 
a profusion of chestnut curls, falling from the smallest head I had ever seen” (Cecil 21). 
-“The lovely tyrant was never visible till four o’clock; but rising at noon (l’aurore des 
jolies femmes [the dawn of pretty women]), how did she employ the interim? . . . . Lady 
Harriet was one of the least dressy of the present school of dishabille. Morning, noon, or 
night . . . she was invariably attired in a muslin dress of exquisite whiteness and fineness; 
having her hair dressed in the simplest fashion, without trinkets or ribbons to set off face 
or figure. – Her simplicity amounted almost to the puritanical” (Cecil 47). 
-“At my shaving-glass, (tonsorial operations being peculiarly favourable to reflection, 
nay, I am not sure that beards were not assigned by Providence to secure to every man 
five minutes’ uninterrupted communing with himself in the course of the day)” (Cecil 
113). 
-“according to my English creed, that in woman, four-and-twenty is the meridian of 
beauty” (Cecil 212). 
-“Hot rooms, pearl-powder, and the wear and tear of fashionable life, had indented her 
features with such indelible traits of the progress of time, that she made it a point to keep 
down her black Chantilly veil while paying a morning visit . . . . Everything about her 
now, was postiche; - bandeaux, teeth, bloom, shape, lips, eyebrows, all as per 
advertisement!” (Cecil* 297).  
-“A certain majesty in the turn of the head . . . invested her with an air which I have never 
seen equalled by any one, but which, had Pasta been a beauty, she might have possessed” 
(Godolphin 1:158). 
-“Nothing in any European country is more uncommon than an arm really beautiful both 
in hue and shape” (Godolphin 1:159). 
-“Her hair was of the most luxuriant, and of the deepest, black; and it was worn in . . . 
that simple and classic fashion to which the French have given a name borrowed from 
Calypso” (Godolphin 1:159-160). 
-“Sir Henry Beaumont is not so good-looking as Lord Annandale; he has lank hair, which 
I detest; while Lord Annandale’s floats in hyacinthine curls” (Victims of Society 14-15). 
-“They jetty locks I admired were, I was informed, the properties of the ladies they 
adorned, only because they had bought them; the pearly teeth I praised, were chefs 
d’oeuvre from some fashionable dentist; the dark eye-brows that struck my fancy, owed, 
I was told, their rich black to the newly invented die; and even the red lips, emulating the 
hue of coral, had been tinged, as my informant stated, by a chemical preparation” 
(Victims of Society 48). 



-“the former advocate of straight hair now expended a portion of his infant income in the 
purchase of Macassar, and began to cultivate his curls” (Vivian Grey 1:9-10). 
-“a barber of Tavistock-street celebrity was summoned upon the special occasion ,and 
James’s lank hair, under his care, was taught to curl gracefully à la Brutus . . . and the 
neckcloth, after four vain attempts, wrinkled round his neck in folds, which would have 
made a dandy jealous” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 62). 
-“The last curl of her dark hair had received its last braid of pearls; the professor of 
papillotes had decided, and she quite agreed with him, that à la Calypso best suited with 
her Grecian style of feature” (Romance and Reality 1:53-54). 
-“English-looking! that is an epithet which . . . is the last, the very last insult . . . to offer a 
woman. What think you they keep French abigails [maids] for, employ French milliners, 
adopt French morals . . . if it is to be called English-looking at last! ‘Go to and mend thy 
manners’” (Cheveley 23). 
-“he had tried, in order to give himself a waist, every girth, stay, and waistband then 
invented. Like most fat men, he would have his clothes made too tight, and took care they 
should be of the most brilliant colours and youthful cut” (Vanity Fair* 29). 
-“Why, sir, for instance, do you wear that tuft to your chin . . . ? A chin-tuft is a cheap 
enjoyment certainly, and the twiddling it about, as I see you do constantly, so as to show 
your lower teeth, a harmless amusement to fill up your vacuous hours . . . . Lord Hugo 
has a tuft to his chin, certainly, his countenance grins with a perfect vacuity behind it, and 
his whiskers curl crisply round one of the handsomest and stupidest countenances in the 
world” (Sketches and Travels in London 209). 
-“It is a mistake to suppose that daylight is less favourable to beauty than candlelight. The 
latter may mystify defects, or age, but the young, the fresh, the fair, never look so young, 
so fresh, so fair, as under the influence of a moderate sun” (The Davenels 1:211).  
-“those ringlets give her the look of a water-spaniel . . . . All people with heads like 
poodles’ backs hold long hair in aversion” (Tales of Fashion and Reality 20). 
-“there is something so poetical in a pale cheek; how can you believe a man to be in a 
consumption for you, and you behold a pair of bursting red cheeks, giving him the look 
of an apoplectic Cupid” (Tales of Fashion and Reality 21). 
-“I know not whether my female readers are aware of the high place we men accord to 
delicately formed hands and feet, among the indispensable requisites to beauty . . . no 
other charms can compensate for the want of them” (The Confessions of an Elderly 
Gentleman 251-252). 
-“Really that man’s squint is ominous in the extreme. I never see him, but I think how 
natural was the superstition of evil eyes” (Finesse 1:191). 
-“in spite of her red hair, and in spite of her insipidity . . . Jane the non-entity, is the 
heroine of my remarkable event” (Women As They Are 2:97). 
-“But what I think worse of than all . . . is his having red hair; I do so hate red hair” (High 
Life 1:142). 
-“That is an advantage which we blondes possess. We retain the appearance of youth 
long after it has left us” (The Three Eras of Woman’s Life 1:155).  
-“A morning dishabille, that trial to female beauty, and a morning sun, which so few even 
of the fairest can bear, brightly beaming on her countenance” (The Two Friends 1:104).  
-“you will lose all your fine hair, by keeping it so constantly covered with that frightful 
close cap” (Domestic Scenes 1:25-26). 



 
Books 
-“I had just read Corinna with intense interest” (Granby 1:145). 
-“By the bye, do you know Christabel?” (Granby 1:147). 
-“But do tell me your favourite novels. I hope you like nothing of Miss Edgeworth’s or 
Miss Austen’s. They are full of common-place people, that one recognizes at once” 
(Granby 1:148). 
-“Do you like Melmoth? . . . . then there are “Valperga,” “Pour et Contre,” dear 
“Inesilla,” and – oh! there are many more . . . . Do look at Peter Schlemil and Le Renégat, 
and the Devil’s Elixir, and Helen de Tournon . . . . read Goëthe in the original” (Granby 
1:148-149). 
-“The severest poetry tolerated by May Fair was that of Hayley, William Spencer, and 
Samuel Rogers. In short, people had supped full of horrors during the Revolution, and 
were now devoted to elegiac measures” (Cecil 13). 
-“John does nothing but read. John was never intended to play a gentleman’s part in the 
world” (Cecil 31). 
-“Read some improving book, - Grammont’s Memoirs, or on of Madame de Souza’s 
novels, - which will teach you good French and better manners” (Cecil 36). 
-“authors were a sort of people who dined with a great man on a Sunday, in their best 
clothes, when, indeed, they had a coat to boast of . . . . they have since risen amazingly in 
the market. They owe that to Scott and Byron” (Cecil 43). 
-“Monk Lewis had just then brought into fashion, Tales of Wonder treating of dead 
bodies taken possession of by the evil one, and playing a posthumous part in the world” 
(Cecil 92). 
-“as if already printed in small pica among the pages of Blair’s Lessons, or Stretch’s 
Beauties of History” (Cecil 94). 
-“Historians are sure to dismiss a golden age in half a dozen lines; yet when they come to 
a bloody war, and a sickly season, to sieges, battles, a drought, a famine, the plague, the 
cholera, - see how they run on! . . . . Decidedly the authoritative classes have a leaning 
towards the unsunny side of events” (Cecil 76). 
-“Hundreds of romances, besides that of Madame Gay, might be concocted out of the 
Mariages sous l’Empire, which I found bearing fruit about as palatable as ‘the apples on 
the Dead Sea shore – all ashes to the taste’” (Cecil 208). 
-“Chateaubriand, the grandfather of the romantic school, and Madame Cottin, its eldest 
daughter” (Cecil 215-216). 
-“I think it a vulgar thing of [John] Danby to write a book. – What good can it do him? – 
A man writes for money or distinction. – What can be Danby’s object? – He don’t want 
to be made a Baronet; he don’t want to increase his income. Where can be the use of 
writing?” (Cecil 238-239). 
-“One of the cleverest writers and best-hearted men of my acquaintance, D’Israeli” (Cecil 
330). 
-“I refer my readers to the Red Book of 1825, for the specification of my office” (Cecil 
394). 
-“Beside the bed was a table, spread with books of a motley character. Here an abstruse 
system of Calculations on Finance; there a volume of wild Bacchanalian Songs; here the 
lofty aspirations of ‘Plato’s Phaedo;’ and there the last speech of some County Paris on a 



Malt Tax, old newspapers and dusty pamphlets completed the intellectual litter” 
(Godolphin 1:2). 
-“Can I send you any books from Hookham’s?” (Godolphin 1:7). 
-“A volume of Wordsworth’s most exquisite poetry had then just appeared” (Godolphin 
1:121). 
-“the most fascinating verse in the pages of Byron” (Godolphin 1:226). 
-“I don’t read, I skim. Sometimes I canter through a dozen novels in a morning. I am 
disappointed, I confess, in all these works. I want to see more real knowledge of the 
world than they ever display. They tell us how Lord Arthur looked, and Lady Lucy 
dressed, and what was the colour of those curtains, and these eyes, and so forth: and then 
the better sort, perhaps, do also tell us what the heroine felt as well as wore; and try with 
might and main to pull some string of the internal machine; but still I am not enlightened 
– not touched. I don’t recognize men and women: they are puppets, with holiday phrases” 
(Godolphin 1:238-239). 
-“The humorous and shrewd author of ‘Sayings and Doings’ has contended for the good 
morals of our Aristocracy. My dear Mr. Hook, it is out of the nature of things” 
(Godolphin 1:278). 
-“The stupid novels we have had on the subject of Fashion, have made us sick and weary, 
without teaching us any thing” (Godolphin 1:298). 
-“those ‘fashionable novels, as they are called, do us a devilish deal of mischief – make 
us seem quite unamiable and heartless. I declare I think almost ill of society, after having 
read one of those books” (Godolphin 3:107). 
-“read none of the French novels” (Victims of Society 18). 
-“I will undertake its narration, and endeavour to serve it up to you in the regular ‘Contes 
Moraux’ style” (Victims of Society 79). 
-“books, hitherto published, descriptive of English manners, have been defective. The 
penalty certain to follow a successful portraiture of them will always be likely to deter the 
attempt” (Victims of Society 144). 
-“A foreigner arrives [in London] with letters of introduction; or, in other words, 
certificates of birth, parentage, and – not education. He delivers them at the houses to 
which they are addressed, and, in return, receives a soup-ticket [i.e., an invitation to 
meals and society events] bon pour un jour [good for one day]” (Victims of Society 146). 
-“A fine lady or gentleman here acknowledges, without embarrassment, that she or he is 
‘ennuyé to death,’ or ‘bored to extinction;’ two favourite phrases, which those who have 
the misfortune to listen to them might with truth repeat” (Victims of Society 151). 
-“There was a Mr. John Brown, a fashionable poet, and who, ashamed of his own name, 
published his melodies under the more euphonious and romantic title of ‘Clarence of 
Devonshire,’ and there was a Mr. Thomas Smith, a fashionable novelist; that is to say, a 
person who occasionally published three volumes, one half of which contain the 
adventures of a young gentleman in the country, an the other volume and a half the 
adventures of the same young gentleman in the metropolis” (Vivian Grey 1:74). 
-“‘By-the-bye, who is the author of Tremaine?’ ‘It is either Mr. Ryder, or Mr. Spencer 
Percival, or Mr. Dyson, or Miss Dyson, or Mr. Bowles, or the Duke of Buckingham, or 
Mr. Ward, or a young officer in the Guards, or an old Clergyman in the North of 
England, or a middle-aged Barrister on the Midland Circuit’” (Vivian Grey 1:153). 



-“Poor [Irving] Washington! . . . he spoilt his elegant talents in writing German and 
Italian twaddle with all the rawness of a Yankee. He ought never to have left America, at 
least in literature . . . He should have been managing director of the Hudson Bay 
Company, and lived all his life among the beavers” (Vivian Grey 1:155-156).  
- “Everybody being very rich, has afforded to be very literary, books being considered a 
luxury almost as elegant and necessary as ottomans, bonbons, and pier-glasses” (Vivian 
Grey 2:161). 
-“It is the fashion to abuse Horace Walpole, but I really think him the most delightful 
writer that ever existed” (Vivian Grey 2:170). 
-“a large round table stood in the middle, covered with political pamphlets, cut open, at 
least, most carefully, and a newspaper lying on a folio volume of Bolingbroke’s” 
(Romance and Reality 1:27). 
-“I prefer Miss Austen’s [books]: they are the truest pictures of country life . . . but her 
pen is like a pair of skates – it glides over the surface; you see kin vain for any deep 
insight into human thought or human feeling. Pride and Prejudice is her best work; but I 
cannot forgive Elizabeth for her independence, which, in a woman, is impertinence; and 
Mr. Darcie [sic] is just a stiff family portrait, come down from its frame to be 
condescending” (Romance and Reality 1:195-196). 
-“the author of Pelham has again enlarged the boundaries, and poured fresh life into the 
novel” (Romance and Reality 1:198). 
-“In a favourite – the second part of Vivian Grey. I think it one of the most singular I 
have read. Its chief characteristic is the most uncurbed imagination. But his humour is 
grotesque caricature, and his satire personality; he strikes me as being naturally ill-
natured” (Romance and Reality 1:203). 
-“I consider Mr. Warde [sic] [author of Tremaine] most happy in his common-places; he 
flings himself on the current, and there he floats. His popularity shews the force of habit; 
and we like his copy-book morality on the same principle that Eton boys are said to like 
mutton – because we are used to it” (Romance and Reality 1:205). 
-“Few books have been more dangerous to a young man of this temperament, in middle 
life, than Vivian Grey” (Romance and Reality 2:148). 
-“she . . . never laughed at anything that she heard or read, for fear it should not be 
proper, and had forbidden her brothers (with whom she was an oracle) to read the 
Pickwick papers, because, as she said, they were so ‘very low and ungenteel,’ and for her 
part she could not conceive why people thought them so clever” (Cheveley 190-191). 
-“Here is Mrs. Armytage, which, like every thing else of Mrs. Gore’s, is clever and 
delightful” (Cheveley 289). 
-“there is not one in ten of those houses where the “Peerage” does not lie on the drawing-
room table” (The Book of Snobs 27). 
-[I] “talked to her, in a word, just in the style of Mrs. Gore’s last fashionable novel” (The 
Book of Snobs 109). 
-“Have you read “David Copperfield,” by the way? How beautiful it is – how charmingly 
fresh and simple! In those admirable touches of tender humour – and I should call 
humour, Bob, a mixture of love and wit – who can equal this great genius?” (Sketches 
and Travels in London 238).  



-“They talked of literature, Lord Byron, converzaziones, and Lydia White. ‘Miss White,’ 
said Lady Roseville, ‘has not only the best command of language herself, but she gives 
language to other people’” (Pelham 1:52-53) 
-“suppose I begin with Walter Scott’s novels; I am told they are extremely entertaining” 
(Pelham 1:331). 
-“great geniuses never read” (Pelham 2:2) 
-“talk of Home, as of one you could never relish and of Milton’s poem as a tedious tale . . 
. . Be over fond of Italian poets, in particular if you do not understand the language” 
(Graham Hamilton 1:61-62) 
-“the fatal epoch when Voltaire and Rousseau had burst upon the astonished and too 
credulous world, dazzling men’s minds with their noxious theories, and breaking down 
the moral and political elements of society, by their scepticism in religion, and their 
declared hostility to kings; thus loosening the ties of social intercourse, and making slight 
impulses sufficient to rend them asunder” (The Private Correspondence of a Woman of 
Fashion 1:5).  
-“Had I the powers of the eloquent writer, Miss Edgeworth” (The Private 
Correspondence of a Woman of Fashion 1:13).  
-“Read French authors. Read Rochefoucalt. The French writers are the finest in the 
world, fro they clear out heads of all ridiculous ideas” (Contarini Fleming 1:279).  
-“’ours is the age of aristocratic literature; and such novels as Tremaine, Granby, 
Pelham—’ ‘Tremaine! – that moralizing driveller!’ interrupted Lady Isabella . . . . ‘And 
Pelham! – with its sparkling conceits, that blind one, as though the pages were dried with 
diamond dust’” (Women As They Are 2:235). 
-“On one side of the wall were shelves containing the Covent Garden Magazine, Burn’s 
Justice, a pocket Horace, a Prayer-book, Excerpta ex Tactio, a volume of Plays, 
Philosophy made Easy, and a Key to all Knowledge” (Paul Clifford 1:48).  
-“I never read them [novels] when I have anything else to do” (High Life 1:6).  
-“I can’t see why women should read any thing but novels, and the ten commandments of 
a Sunday” (Conduct is Fate 2:117).  
-“‘Southey’s Life of Nelson . . .’ I understand there never was a more dangerous book; 
they say it has tempted more promising boys to go to sea than all the voyages ever 
written” (Darce: A Novel 1:22).  
-“I must own I perfectly agree in opinion with a popular journal, that it is highly 
creditable to the present age, that men in that high class of life join themselves to the 
ranks of literature” (Country Houses 1:115).  
-“No man should read after nineteen. From thirteen to nineteen, hold your tongue, and 
read every thing you can lay your hands on . . . . From nineteen to twenty-two, action, 
action, action.” (The Young Duke 2:6-7). 
 
Pets 
Trebeck made “his poodle perform some laughable tricks . . . . ‘Come here, Polisson, 
come and shew yourself. Is not he magnificent? Look at these tufts. I had him shorn by 
the best tondeuse in Paris’” (Granby 1:157). 
-“one of those French bichons, which look so earnest about nothing, perched on a silken 
cushion in a lady’s chamber, or lying among the folds of her lawn apron” (Cecil 45).  



-“A few of the houses with the most pretension to literary taste have their tame poets and 
petits littérateurs, who run about as docile, and more parasitical, than lap-dogs; and, like 
them, are equally well-fed, ay, and certainly equally spoiled” (Victims of Society 152). 
-“Her Ladyship was not remarkable for anything save a correct taste for poodles, parrots, 
and bijouterie” (Vivian Grey 1:97). 
-“How those rooks bore! I hate staying with ancient families; you are always cawed to 
death. If ever you write a novel, Miss Manvers, mind you have a rookery in it. Since 
Tremaine, and Washington Irving, nothing will go down without” (Vivian Gray 1:153). 
-“Sweet reader! you know what a Toadey is? That agreeable animal which you meet 
every day in civilised society . . . . There is your Common-place Toadey, who merely 
echoes its feeder’s common-place observations. There is your Playing-up Toadey, who 
unconscious to its feeder, is always playing up to its feeder’s weaknesses . . . . Then there 
is your Drawing-out Toadey, who omits no opportunity of giving you a chance of being 
victorious in an argument where there is no contest, and a dispute where there is no 
difference . . . we introduce you at once to a party of these vermin. If you wish to enjoy a 
curious sight, you must watch the Toadeys when they are unembarrassed by the almost 
perpetual presence of their breeders” (Vivian Grey 1:236-238). 
-“He tells me that he has got the prettiest poodle from Paris that you can possibly 
conceive! waltzes like an angel, and acts proverbs on its hind feet” (Vivian Grey 2:32). 
-She “condescended to practical jokes upon Jane’s poodles and Java sparrows” (Sayings 
and Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 36). 
-“I had great difficulty in getting her – her dam was out of Austerlitz, the celebrated 
charger of Maréchal B.; and the sire to Austerlitz was grandson to Sultan, the Arabian 
that Napoleon rode at the battle of Marengo” (Cheveley 37). 
-“beating down from the opposite seat of the carriage two little Blenheim dogs” 
(Cheverley 38). 
-“I think it is very undignified for my wife to be going into stables and places, among 
grooms and helpers, and must beg that it does not happen again” (Cheveley 48) 
-“A sheep-dog! . . . . My dear Mrs Crawley, what a fancy! Why not have a Danish dog? . 
. . . Or a Persian greyhound, eh? . . . or a little pug” (Vanity Fair* 437). 
-“a King Charles’s spaniel can snooze before the fire, or frisk over the ottoman-cushions 
and on to the ladies’ laps” (Sketches and Travels in London 213). 
-“Vincent suddenly recollected that he had a commission of a very important nature in 
the Rue J.J. Reousseau. This was – to buy a monkey” (Pelham 1:176).  
-“Lord Glenmorris . . . was dividing the sofa with three spaniels and a setter” (Pelham 
1:306).  
-“I would sooner feed my poodle on paunch and liver, instead of cram and fricassee, than 
e an instrument in the hands of men like Lincoln and Lesborough” (Pelham 2:154). 
-He “offered to procure her a real cat of the true Persian breed, black ears four inches 
long, with a tail like a squirrel’s” (Pelham 2:277-278). 
-“On horseback I always best feel my powers, and survey my resources; on horseback, I 
always originate my noblest schemes, and plan their ablest execution. Give me but a light 
rein, and a free bound, and I am Cicero – Cato – Caesar” (Pelham 3:137). 
-“No, she could not give up the canaries; but the glass bowl with the gold fish . . . fish – 
dull things! – would not miss her” (Ernest Maltravers 2:14) 



-“Delamere, reclining on a sofa, amused himself with the gambols of a favorite kitten that 
sported beside him” (Harold the Exile 1:37-38). 
-“Lord Leicester . . . washes his poodle in milk of roses” (Mrs. Armytage 1:106-107). 
-“Bertha left London the next morning in a carriage, with three children, two dogs, a 
monkey, and a macaw” (Conduct is Fate 2:164).  
-“Nothing was so difficult to procure as a good lady’s horse” (Recollections of a 
Chaperon 1:249).  
-“there happened to be some sponge biscuits at the dessert: ‘They are excellent!’ said the 
Marchioness of Smallberry . . . . ‘Can I have the receipt? I think those our man-cook 
makes disagree with my Italian greyhounds’ . . . . ‘Too heavy, my dear Marchioness,’ 
replied the Countess . . . . ‘My poodle eats four dozen every day, and has never had a 
moment’s illness’” (Almacks’ Revisited 2:215-216). 
-“those peacocks of yours, - fourteen of them they tell me you’ve got” (Hyde Nugent 
1:103). 
 
Romance/Marriage 
“He then entered into much light pleasantry on matrimonial topics; ironically lamented 
the fashionable prevalence of celibacy; and mentioned a good many of his acquaintance, 
who decidedly were not marrying men” (Granby 2:81). 
-“Chesterton, though very desirable as a husband . . . is terribly heavy as a suitor – he 
brings up such a long battering train of clumsy, round-about speeches. He has none of 
your soft, sly, sentimental small shot. That is the attack the ladies prefer. They like to be 
pelted with sugar plums, as we used to do at Rome, in the Carnival” (Granby 2:83). 
-“after a few preliminary declarations of his high consideration, admiration, and love, and 
a few little encomiums on her manifold perfections, he made at once an offer of his hand” 
(Granby 2:246-247). 
-“I am quite delighted to heart that Henry Granby is to have a title and a fine estate. Now 
he wants nothing but a wife” (Granby 3:133). 
-“A man who comes into a new estate, has too much to do to think of marrying . . . . He 
has to look over the steward’s accounts. He has to ride over the estate. He has to look at 
the buildings on it. He has to enquire into the state of the leases, and see when they drop, 
and when they want renewing, and whether they ought to be raised or not” (Granby 
3:134).  
-“if you would have a proper value set upon your homage, pay your court to a woman of 
eight-and-thirty. The flutter of a little miss of sixteen, is nothing to the agitation with 
which the poor grateful soul uplifts her head above the waters of oblivion” (Cecil 8). 
-“I had already determined to drop my visits to Emily; though not so suddenly as to cause 
an alarming vacuum in her existence. I would wean her, poor girl, from my society” 
(Cecil 107). 
-“So far from knowing who and who were together, Emily Barnet know not even who 
was whom. Had she been my wife, this would have been a defect . . . . She never read a 
newspaper, - never heard a scandal” (Cecil 107). 
-“I scarcely know the love that could stand out against a couple of bottles of claret a day, 
topped up with garus punch” (Cecil 149). 



-“Now-a-days, when a young man is affected by a fever of the heart, or ague of the mind 
. . . he goes abroad. The Continent is a might safety-valve. It is surprising the quantity of 
vice that escapes in that direction” (Cecil 150). 
-“a woman must be charming indeed whose husband does not wish himself unmarried at 
least ten times a day” (Cecil 154). 
-“The man who cherishes a strong ambition, of whatever nature, is in no immediate 
danger of dying of a broken heart” (Cecil 177). 
-“I had never before seen a Frenchwoman. The peevish émigrés . . . scarcely deserved the 
name . . . A Frenchwoman, properly so called, means not only a Parisian, but a Parisian 
in Paris. A Parisian must have her appropriate atmosphere, like the tender tropical plants, 
to refresh whose roots the watering-pot is warmed over a slow fire. Her leaves do not 
expand, or her flower-buds effloresce, unless sure of a quantum suff. of sunshine” (Cecil 
209). 
-“In France, holy matrimony is always an affaire, - that is, an affaire of everything but 
the heart” (Cecil 215). 
-“He was a model husband. The pin money of Madame la Comtesse was as punctual as 
the coupons of the Bank of France. A new equipage every second year – diamonds reset 
every third – and annual étrennes from the glittering magazine of Jaset . . . attesting the 
ardour of his conjugal devotion” (Cecil 215). 
-“I loved nobody and consequently nobody had a right to hate me” (Cecil 308). 
-“I knew that to please a lady’s eye, [being] thirty is the apex of human perfection” (Cecil 
335). 
-“Mammas get nervous when the month of June expires without the undecided man 
coming to the point” (Cecil 350). 
-“Q. What is the first duty o in life of a well-educated young lady?-” “A. The first duty in 
life of a well-educated young lady, is to make an excellent match at the close of her first 
season.” “Q. What constitutes an excellent match?-” “A. A peer, or a baronet, with a 
sufficient rent-roll . . . The eldest son of a peer or baronet, whose father does not enjoy 
particularly good health . . . The second son of a wealthy peer, or a baronet with five 
thousand a year, constitutes a tolerable match.” “Q. At what epochs is well-educated 
young lady intitled [sic] to pretend to the excellent, the good, or the tolerable math?-” “A. 
During her first season, she may restrict herself exclusively to eldest sons of peers. On 
the second, she must include healthy baronets. Should she be so unfortunate as to survive 
a third, she will have to submit to the necessity of an eligible younger brother.” “Q. How 
is the well-educated young lady to discriminate on a first introduction between an elder 
and a younger brother?-” “A. The Elder brother is usually quiet, unpretending, and 
careful of committing himself. The younger brother is better-dressed, better-looking, 
gives himself airs, and will probably talk nonsense and squeeze her hand, not being likely 
to be brought to an explanation by her Chaperon.” “Q. What course must a well-educated 
young lady pursue, to insure an excellent match at the close of her first season?-” “A. She 
must look and talk as pretty as she can; but avoid the imputation of being a flirt, by 
accepting only the attentions of quiet, unpretending young men. Those who are better-
dressed and better-looking, may be sent to call the carriage while the quiet, unpretending 
young man is putting on her cloak. But she must anxiously beware of being seen with 
them in tea-rooms, - or the shrubberies at a déjeuner, - or riding in the park, - or coming 
out of the Opera, - or any other critical situation.” (Cecil* 289-290). 



-“For my part, I am not addicted to English Misses! – I have not the smallest weakness in 
favour of pretty faces with as much expression in them as that of a sunflower” (Cecil 
339). 
-“On the continent young ladies are chosen for, in love and matrimony, by Papa and 
Mamma. – In England they choose for themselves, and consequently are forced to strive 
hard to be chosen.  – I do not half like the position in which this order of things has 
placed the poor little dears! – They are told to be modest, gentle, undesigning; then . . . 
sent forth to dance and sing for the captivation of passengers, - and threatened with 
punishment if they return at night unsuccessful from their campaign. – For my part, I 
never blame them when I see them capering and showing-off their little monkey-tricks 
for conquest” (Cecil* 306). 
-“Public flirtations are public property” (Cecil 364). 
-“Percy Godolphin soon became . . . ‘the curled darling’ of that wide class of high-born 
women who have nothing to do but to hear love made to them, and who, all artifice 
themselves, think the love sweetest which springs form the most natural source. They like 
boyhood when it is not bashful; and from fifteen to twenty, it is our own fault if we all of 
us cannot play the Juan” (Godolphin 1:55). 
-“Percy . . . sank into a seat beside a lady of forty-five, who sometimes amused herself in 
making love to him – because there could be no harm in such a mere boy!” (Godolphin 
1:64). 
-“Like the generality of Whig noblemen, he was peculiarly loose in his notions of 
women, though not ardent in pursuit of them. His amours had been among opera-dancers, 
‘Because,’ as he was wont to say, ‘there was no d – d bore with them’” ( Godolphin 
1:144). 
-“A seducer, and adulterer, a systematic votary of pleasure – no woman had ever through 
him lost her reputation or her sphere. No separations, no divorces, on vulgar scandal, no 
recurrence to courts of law, had ever been the consequence of his intrigues” (Godolphin 
1:212). 
-“The young Marquis of Dartington . . . resolved to fall in love with Lady Erpingham. He 
devoted himself exclusively to her; he joined her in the morning in her rides – in the 
evening in her gaieties. He had fallen in love with her? – yes! – did he lover her? – not in 
the least. But he was excessively idle! what else could he do?” (Godolphin 1:278). 
-“a husband and wife need not weary each other with constant companionships; different 
establishments, different hours, different pursuits allow them to pass life in great measure 
apart, so that there is no necessity for hatred” (Godolphin 2:213-214). 
-“I should be addicted to shewing my power over my lover, as well as exerting it. How 
delightful to alarm, to agitate him – to make him feel as if he could never be sure of me!” 
(Victims of Society 8). 
-“it [marriage] is only a ceremony established to give ladies the power of obtaining 
homes and wardrobes, diamonds, and new carriages, and various other delightful things, 
too numerous to name” (Victims of Society 10). 
-“You talk of the solemnity of the ratification of a union which death alone can dissolve, 
quite forgetting how often the House of Lords performs this service; as a reference to 
‘Debrett’s Peerage’ can certify” (Victims of Society 11). 
-“domestic feelings are passes de mode” (Victims of Society 11). 



-“that ceremonious lord . . . who, when his young wife embraced him, told her that his 
former countess, though a Howard, never took such a liberty” (Victims of Society 15). 
-“it is by no means necessary that love should be the prelude of matrimony” (Victims of 
Society 23). 
-“A man should see in his wife, not an amorous puppet, with whom he wiles away his 
idle hours, but the partner, the helpmate” (Victims of Society 55). 
-“All the girls in town are in love with me, or my foraging cap” (Vivian Grey 2:104). 
-“Love is made up of contraries: a fair woman, they say, best loves a dark man; a tall man 
generally selects a little woman for a wife; and the portly dame admires to tuck a pigmy 
spouse beneath her sheltering arm; the mild and timid girl turns with delight to the bold 
and sparkling lover; the ancient crone sighs for the blooming youth” (Sayings and 
Doings, Second Series, Vol. II 88). 
-“never believe the insidious trash of any one who talks to loving like a brother” (Sayings 
and Doings, Second Series, Vol. II 259). 
-“His first operation was to transmit to Miss Rodney a splendid cadeau [gift], consisting 
of a diamond necklace and ear-rings, together with a variety of trinkets . . . necessary to 
the station she was about to fill” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. III 2). 
-“It is impossible to be in a mixed society, even for the first time, without detecting 
before the expiration of a quarter of an hour, the pair (or pairs if there be more than one) 
between whom this sort of good understanding exists” (Sayings and Doings, Second 
Series, Vol. III 63). 
-“The proverb says, ‘Marriages are made in Heaven.’ The Lady Patronesses say, ‘they are 
made at Almack’s.’ But I believe more has been done in the way of matrimonial 
speculation in the compact recesses of the Opera circle, than any where else in London” 
(Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. III 93). 
-“marriage is like money – seem to want it, and you’ll never get it” (Romance and Reality 
1:36). 
-“Mr. Smithson had just married some twenty years too late – with his habits, like his 
features, quite set, and both in a harsh mould. Young Lady! . . . do any thing rather than 
marry a confirmed bachelor – venture on one who has been successful with seven 
succeeding wives, with ten small children ready made to order” (Romance and Reality 
1:128). 
-“people cannot be married without a clergyman – the milliner and the jeweler are 
equally indispensable” (Romance and Reality 2:108). 
-“After much hesitation . . . Lady Lauriston consented that Adelaide should be married 
with her head uncovered. ‘No girl,’ said Mr. Stanbury, ‘in his time ever wore one of those 
frightful huge bonnets’” (Romance and Reality 2:110). 
-“‘Oh, George . . .!’ ‘Lady De Clifford . . . I beg you will leave off calling me those 
familiar names. I permitted it at first in the nonsense of the honeymoon, as it is vulgarly 
called, but upon reflection, I am convinced that they do away with that solemnity of 
respect which a wife ought to evince towards a husband” (Cheveley 48) 
-“Cheveley is vulgar enough to doat upon his wife” (Cheveley 444). 
-“the task of husband-hunting is generally, and with becoming modesty, intrusted [sic] by 
young persons to their mammas . . . . What causes young people to ‘come out’, but the 
noble ambition of matrimony? What sends them trooping to watering-placed? What 
keeps them dancing till five o’clock in the morning through a whole mortal season? What 



causes them to labour at pianoforte sonatas, and to learn four songs from a fashionable 
master at a guinea a lesson, and to play the harp if they have handsome arms and neat 
elbows, and to wear Lincoln Green toxophilite hats and feathers, but that they may bring 
down some ‘desirable’ young man with those killing bows and arrows of theirs? What 
causes respectable parents to take up their carpets, set their houses topsy-turvy, and spend 
a fifth of their year’s income in ball suppers and iced champagne? . . . they want to marry 
their daughters” (Vanity Fair* 27). 
-“Miss Maria Osborne, it is true, was ‘attached’ to Mr Frederick Augustus Bullock . . . 
but hers was a most respectable attachment, and she would have taken Bullock Senior 
just the same, her mind being fixed – as that of a well-bred young woman should be – 
upon a house in Park Lane, a country house at Wimbledon, a handsome chariot, and two 
prodigious tall horses and footmen, and a fourth of the annual profits of the eminent firm 
of Hulker & Bullock” (Vanity Fair* 129). 
-“Be cautious, then, young ladies; be wary how you engage. Be shy of loving frankly; 
never tell all you feel, or (a better way still), feel very little” (Vanity Fair* 201). 
-“You should have seen the wedding! Six bridesmaids in pink, to hold the fan, bouquet, 
gloves, scent-bottle, and pocket-handkerchief of the bride; basketfuls of white favours in 
the vestry, to be pinned on to the footmen and horses; a genteel congregation of curious 
acquaintance in the pews, a shabby one of poor on the steps . . . and of course four horses 
for Mr. Pimp’s bridal vehicle” (The Book of Snobs 160). 
-“The happy bride-groom spends about a year’s income in dresses for the bridesmaids 
and pretty presents; and the bride must have a trousseau of laces, satins, jewel-boxes and 
tomfoolery, to make her fit to be a lieutenant’s wife” (The Book of Snobs 160-161). 
-“Although old fellows are as likely to be made fools as young in love matters . . . it is 
generally the young men who marry vulgar wives” (Sketches and Travels in London 
280). 
-“A woman who cannot laugh is a wet blanket on the kindly nuptial couch” (Sketches and 
Travels in London 283). 
-“every woman, who is worth anything, will be jealous of her husband up to seventy or 
eighty, and always prevent his intercourse with other ladies” (Sketches and Travels in 
London 303).  
-“The end of the season was unusually dull, and my mother, after having looked over her 
list of engagements, and ascertained that she had none remaining worthy staying for, 
agreed to elope with her new lover” (Pelham 1:3). 
-“In marriage a man lowers a woman to his own rank; in an affair du Coeur he raises 
himself to her’s [sic]” (Pelham 1:29). 
-“As if any man chooses a wife. Know, fond man, there is no choice left for you. She 
falls to you as necessarily as the card which the juggler has fixed on, while he seems to 
lay the whole pack at your disposal” (The Davenels 1:7). 
-“it is no longer the fashion for a heroine to refuse coronets by the score, the moment she 
makes her appearance” (The Davenels 1:22). 
-“you talk as if a husband and wife were to sit making agreeable conversation together 
continually. I wish you could see how married people of fashion live in Paris. It does not 
signify what sort of man you marry there, provided he has rank and fortune” (The 
Davenels 1:197-198). 



-“I shall accept de Valmour . . . but will not marry him till the season’s over – that’s flat. 
The notion of passing a dull honey-moon at a villa, when Almack’s is in its zenith, the 
opera unrivalled, a ball at Devonshire House . . . is not endurable” (Tales of Fashion and 
Reality 27-28). 
-“Observing the same things daily, breeds indifference. Young ladies should not be seen 
too frequently by the person you wish to interest in their favour” (Tales of Fashion and 
Reality 54).  
-“If a girl unfortunately takes a fancy to a man, unfit to be her husband, it must not be 
noticed. ‘Love turns the more fiercely for obstructions . . . Ridicule perhaps is better 
expedient against love, than sober advice’” (Tales of Fashion and Reality 55). 
-“a man raised his wife to his own level in society” (Tales of Fashion and Reality 85).  
-“I am convinced the happiest marriages are those dispassionate ones, when the parties 
joined in wedlock bear nothing more than a reasonable regard for each other. They 
should be affluent, have each their separate course of amusements, and see ach other 
rarely; for absence is the only salt that preserves matrimony form cloying” (Tales of 
Fashion and Reality 101). 
-“A man who is bold enough to marry an old maid, it must be acknowledged, deserves a 
better fate than what is generally in store for him” (Tales of Fashion and Reality 306). 
-“If you are so dishonourable as not to fulfil your engagement . . . be assured that I will 
instruct my lawyer to commence proceedings against you, for a breach of promise of 
marriage” (The Confession of an Elderly Gentleman 87). 
-“I would have you encourage them [his affections] as much as you can. Ay, as much as 
possible; but, only don’t fall in love with him for fear he should not be in earnest. If he 
actually offers, then love him as much and as fast as you can” (Finesse 1:3) 
-“but why, Maria, should we make the worse wives because we marry for 
establishments? Supposing no particular affection to exist, it is the more incumbent to be 
guided by a sense of duty” (5). 
-“Let every prudent girl, therefore, make many inquiries of the man for whom she 
designs herself, amongst his friends and general acquaintance; and if she hears him 
pronounced ‘the best fellow in the world,’ ‘the most good-natured creature in existence,’ 
let her beware! This is but negative praise after all, - what is invariably said of a fool, or 
of the next-a-kin, a weak-minded man; and what folly and caprice does not that term 
imply!” (Finesse 1:134)  
-“Her ladyship’s mother was a divorcée – shocking piece of work – sad affair” (Finesse 
1:170).  
-“Remember, one good marriage in a family entails another” (Finesse 2:56) 
-“the best way to prevent a marriage is to announce it prematurely” (Arlington 1:92).  
-“It was absolutely necessary for every on who had any pretensions to taste, to be a 
certain point in love with her” (Yes and No 1:12-13). 
-“no young lady ought ever to talk twice to a man who seems to take pleasure in her 
society, unless she knows him to be eligible” (Yes and No 1:122). 
-“And as for Major Sumner, he has the most sighing swain-like manner I ever beheld. He 
asks you to drink a glass of wine as if he were uttering a sentiment, and hands you to 
dinner as if her were leading you to the altar” (Yes and No 1:122).  



-“I commence my letter with the fête of the marriage contract, which often precedes some 
weeks, or even months, the wedding-day; but after the contract is signed, the bride elect 
remains in retirement” (The Private Correspondence of a Woman of Fashion 1:227). 
-“I would sooner see every descendant of my house stretched in their  grave, than 
disgraced by a commercial alliance. It is the pride of my life that not one of my four 
daughters was allowed to marry lower than an earldom” (Pin Money 1:303). 
-“‘ Un bon mariage,’ which is familiarly translated into ‘a good match’ by the colloquial 
English, of the fashionable world, is generally understood to include the promise of a 
park in the country, a mansion in town; a set of horses, a diamond necklace, and a opera 
box . . . An excellent match affords a mere multiplication of these advantages” (Women 
As They Are 1:2).  
-“the married men of fashionable life are to be seen with every body’s wives but their 
own” (Women As They Are 3:39-40) 
-“if ever you should have a son – which I begin to doubt – never send him to a lonely 
parsonage in a marshy country, where there are four cunning unmarried daughters, open-
mouthed, to decoy his boyhood into a premature engagement” (Mothers and Daughters 
1:36-37). 
-“single men always arrive at the apex of haut ton easier than married” (Paul Clifford 
1:58).  
-“Whenever a nobleman does not marry, people try to take away his character” (Paul 
Clifford 2:9).  
-“I don’t at all like those curls of your’s [sic]; why don’t you crop as close as I do? – Mrs. 
Neville, how do you like my new crop?” (Tremaine 2:32). 
-“whenever I marry, it shall be a girl who will set off my curricle and my coronet, and I 
will ask nothing more” (High Life 1:108). 
-“They had never known the blessings of domestic happiness, but they had always treated 
each other with civility; and as no glaringly bad result had ensured from this prudent 
match, her good opinion of “mariages de convenance” was confirmed by experience” 
(Dacre: A Novel 1:24).  
-“A thousand opportunities for falling in love are afforded to young people in a 
continental tour, which are denied them in England” (Dacre: A Novel 1:100).  
-“A country house, with a large party in it, is considered by the Lady Mothers of the 
present day, most favourable to matrimony, as it often winds up a London flirtation” 
(Country Houses 2:57). 
-“the Opera is a failure! the men are so occupied with the favourite singer or dancer, that 
Venus herself, drawn by her doves, would be neglected, if Malibran sang, or Taglioni 
danced” (Country Houses 2:58). 
-“Lady Honiton always held forth, that well bred girls, and probably she thought high 
bred sons, had none but interested aristocratic feelings, in short, no hearts, those were 
vulgar plebeian appendages to the human frame; that important organ and all its various 
beatings – its joys – and its anguish, were only for ordinary people. It was in her 
estimation a mark of high blood, that which could be traced to her one hundred and 
ninety-seven kings, to get above the feelings belonging to human nature” (Country 
Houses 3:25). 
-“Lady Sophia, according to report, passed with him through a very amicable 
matrimonial existence, and . . . [h]e had the good manners to die before she had attained 



to that mature age when a successor [a second husband] becomes an object of 
indifference” (The Three Eras of Woman’s Life 2:25). 
-“I have seen manoeuvring mothers succeed; but I have as often seen them fail in their 
matrimonial speculations . . . I came to the conclusion that, as there was no rule which 
could ensure success, it was safer and more respectable to do too little than to do too 
much; better simply to fail, than to fail and to be ridiculous at the same time” 
(Recollections of a Chaperon 1:1-2).  
-“they all cast a pitying glance of contempt on the ‘single woman of a certain age’ who 
ventures an opinion on the subject of love” (Recollections of a Chaperon 1:8).  
-“Married people should not see too much of each other. Toujours perdrix is insipid” 
(Recollections of a Chaperon 1:89).  
-“A man ought to be a good deal older than his wife, that he may advise her, and guide 
her, and all that” (Recollections of a Chaperon 1:197). 
-“very submissive wives often have faithless husbands” (Recollections of a Chaperon 
2:22).  
-“A short courtship gives one more time and subject for conversation after marriage, than 
exhausting all one’s topics of small-talk before-hand” (Almack’s Revisited 1:71). 
-“Lady Malmesbridge was too much a woman of the world not to know that dissipation is 
the best cure for love that ever was invented, and she therefore dragged Georgina to every 
party that was given” (Hyde Nugent 3:20). 
-“there is nothing a man can so ill bear as the idea of being watched, particularly by a 
wife; besides, all his male friends would avoid him if they saw he had such an Argus – 
for, beautiful as you are, you must not have an hundred eyes, to spy out every thing your 
husband does” (The Exclusives 2:55-56).  
-“the wedding was a very proper wedding; plenty of white satin and orange-blossom, 
plenty of hysterics and aromatic vinegar; and a charming dead faint in the vestry from 
poor dear Lady Mandeville, when the bride was torn from her arms” (The Fair of Mayfair 
1:261). 
-“he admitted her beauty, and could appreciate the extent of her capacity, and the 
excellence of her disposition. By these she was strongly recommended to his choice; but 
perhaps not more strongly than by the circumstance of her inheriting a fortune of eighty 
thousand pounds” (Herbert Lacy 2:2). 
-“The notorious and infamous Countess Dunhave, upon whose arm you were fondly 
leaning, and by the introduction of whom you insulted your friends and acquaintance, is 
Lord Henry Fitz-Allan’s divorced wife” (The School of Fashion 1:32).  
 
Insults/Dueling 
-“He immediately cut [snubbed] an old school-fellow, because he had entered at a minor 
college; and discontinued visiting another, because he had asked him to meet two men of 
– Hall” (Granby 1:107). 
-“‘I will  not [duel] . . . and if you urge me, the world shall know my reason for refusing.’ 
‘And what is that reason?’ . . . ‘I shall tell them that the challenger is no longer worthy of 
the consideration due to a man of honour’” (Granby 2:192). 
-“My weapons are Mantons, - my friends the two most long winded K.C. Bs. Of the 
United Service. Unless prosed to death previously by my seconds, I shall on the slightest 
summons, have the honour to be, their most obedient humble servant” (Cecil* 5).  



-“The first thing that startled me in Jack, was his refusing to make my acquaintance . . . 
Involuntarily, his eyebrow became elevated, and his lip depressed; saying as plain as lip 
and eyebrow could speak, - ‘thank you – I know quite enough of the family’” (Cecil 15). 
-“When a gentlemen intends to shoot you, he refers you to his friend; when to persecute 
you according to the law, to his man of business” (Cecil 20). 
-“Nothing in the world provokes a woman of the world more than that the man who . . . 
.disdains the honour (that is, that he chooses to shirk the bore) of escorting her to her 
carriage. But to leave her alone in her glory, - to leave her, when the kindnesses lavished 
upon you have been the means of keeping more assiduous beaux from the field, - is an 
‘ungrateful injury,’ past all forgiveness!” (Cecil 59-60). 
-“her rudeness in a very little while grew popular; for it was never exercised but on those 
whom the world loves to see humbled” (Godolphin 1:275). 
-“Her husband, for the first time, was guilty of the rudeness . . . of not handing her to her 
carriage” (Victims of Society 177). 
-“After an immense deal of negotiation, and giving your opponent every opportunity of 
coming to an honourable understanding, the fatal letter is at length signed, sealed, and 
sent. You pass your mornings at your second’s apartments, pacing his drawing-room with 
a quivering lip and uncertain step . . . . You have no appetite for dinner, but you are too 
brave not to appear at table; and you are called out after the second glass by the arrival of 
your solicitor, who comes to alter your will. You pass a restless night . . . . You both fire 
and miss, and then the seconds interfere, and then you shake hands . . . . The next day you 
are seen pacing Bond Street with an erect front and a flashing eye, with an air at once 
dandyish and heroical, a mixture at the same time of Brummell and the Duke of 
Wellington” (Vivian Grey 2:226-227). 
-“my hand shook so that I could scarcely draw. But I was green then. Now, when I go . . . 
I wing my man in a trice; and take all the parties home to Pall Mall, to celebrate the event 
wit ha grilled bone, Havannahs, and Regent’s punch” (Vivian Grey 2:227-228). 
-“You have disgraced both me and yourself by giving me a blow” (Vivian Grey* 457). 
-“he divides his time between ridiculing his best friends and most intimate acquaintance, 
and shooting them if they are unreasonable enough to complain of him” (Sayings and 
Doings, Second Series, Vol. II 69). 
-“you shall not betray me into a street brawl, especially as I perceive your potations have 
been as liberal as your politics, my lord” (Cheveley 370). 
-“it is Lord De Clifford that does not wish to fight with me, and I who do not chuse [sic] 
to fight with him. For apologies, in accepting his, when he sends it, he will have received 
mine” (Cheveley 383). 
-“His attentions to miss Flack at a race ball were such that her father said De Mogyns 
must either die on the field of honour, or become his son-in-law” (The Book of Snobs 31). 
-“a Frenchman never forgives a blow!” (Pelham 1:83). 
-“don’t think of fighting the man; he is a tradesman” (Pelham 1:83). 
-“We are the challenged, and therefore have the choice of weapons” (Pelham 1:84). 
-“a duel in France, is not like one in England; the former is a matter of course; a trifle of 
common occurrence; one makes an engagement to fight, in the same breath as an 
engagement to dine; but the latter is a thing of state and solemnity’” (Pelham 1:246). 
-“Never argue . . . . If any person differ with you – bow and turn the conversation” 
(Contarini Fleming 1:280).  



-“if his lord had in truth been publicly insulted, his lord must also submit to be privately 
shot at” (Women As They Are 1:265). 
-“a man who perishes in a duel, can be regarded as little better than a suicide!” (Women 
As They Are 2:11). 
-“‘I beg your pardon, Mr. Curzon, but you know it is impossible to remember 
everybody’s names.’ ‘ Much less a nobody’s,’ dropped from Lord Haverfield’s lips” (The 
Reformer 1:110). 
-“I believe he has fought twenty duels in his life; it is quite like eating his breakfast, a 
thing of course, he piques himself on having the best pistols in Europe, and best knowing 
how to use them” (Country Houses 2:139).  
-“let his Lordship learn that his rank and position in life ought to make him more cautious 
how he commits himself with those who do not consider their honour, or that of their 
friends, as a mere plaything . . . you have heard my ultimatum. I must have his Lordship’s 
apology before I leave this room, or you and Alfred will settle the hour of our meeting 
early to-morrow; - early it must be, as I have engaged to leave town at nine” (Almack’s 
Revisited 2:69). 
-“our party was no common party, but . . . a high court of last appeal, whose word was a 
fiat, whose sign was a hint, whose stare was death, and sneer – damnation!” (The Young 
Duke 1:33).  
-“The first requisite for a newly-initiated member [of high society] is, how to cut all 
friends and relations who are not deemed worthy of being of a certain coterie” (The 
Exclusives 2:136). 
-“Marsham Purefoy had a right to choose his weapons; but on this point the usual 
difficulty arose. The French preferring the sword, and the English pistols. Much 
squabbling ensured” (The English in France 1:27).  
 
Politics 
-“’she begins to rave about politics – and devoutly wishes the nation had not debt . . . and 
wishes Ministers would compel the cotters to build chimneys, and give up potatoes’” 
(Granby 3:194). 
-“Fortunately she is a tory [sic]. That side suits our sex the best . . . . I cannot abide a 
female democrat. It is shocking to hear ladies raving about liberty” (Granby 3:194). 
-“revolutions in politics have the singular faculty of accomplishing revolutions in dress, - 
as the moment-hand and hour-hand of a dial are actuated by the same movement” (Cecil 
10-11). 
-“I cared little for the restoration of the Bourbons; - who did . . .?” (Cecil 179). 
-“Lord Erpingham was a Whig of the old school: he disliked free-trade, but he thought 
the Tory boroughs ought to be thrown open. He was generally considered a sensible 
man” (Godolphin 1:143). 
-“having now got through an immense series of historical reading, he had stumbled upon 
a branch of study certainly the most delightful in the world; but, for a boy, as certainly 
the most perilous, THE STUDY OF POLITICS” (Vivian Grey 1:53). 
-“There are coalitions natural, and coalitions unnatural. The coalition of Fox and North, 
for instance, was of the latter sort, and is not more notorious to the world than it was 
disgraceful to the Whigs, who sacrificed for the lucre of gain and in the blind desire for 



power, honour, principle, character, and respectability” ( Sayings and Doings, Second 
Series, Vol. II 161). 
-“you surely are by far too enlightened to suppose that this country can ever again be 
governed upon Tory principles” (Cheveley 297). 
-“the Whigs are a horrid set of people (politically speaking), vote for the Roman 
Catholics, and never get into place; they give very good dinners, however” (Pelham 
2:82). 
-“I am entirely of the opinion, first, that it is absolutely necessary for the safety of the 
nation that game should be preserved; secondly, that if you take away game you take 
away country gentlemen” (Pelham 2:249-250). 
-“Uh! people talk of the nineteenth century being so superior to the eighteenth. I hate to 
hear such nonsense . . . . Let them talk of improvements, when the barbarities and 
absurdities of their laws are abolished; when the quackery of their systems of public 
education is as an end; when their illiberality in sundry political tenets is exploded” 
(Confessions of an Old Bachelor 15).  
-“Politics could never supply the erudite conversation of sportsmen, for, in reality, the 
thorough-bred country gentleman hates politics, as soon as his own election is over” (The 
Governess 44). 
-“As Lord de Lisle what a Radical is like, and he will tell you that every man who differs 
from himself and the aristocracy of –shire, is a Radical” (The Governess 106).  
-“a Tory is either a fool or a knave” (The Governess 107).  
-“It is supposed that nineteen was considered too tender an age for a commencement of 
the political education of men who are enabled by the law of the land to become 
legislators at on-and-twenty” (Arlington 1:69). 
-“‘Lord Arlington has just taken his seat . . . . What are his politics?’ ‘I don’t know; I 
don’t suppose he has any yet: few very young men bring any political principles into 
Parliament; they generally come there to get them’” (Arlington 1:92).  
-“‘is he Whig or Tory?’ ‘I don’t know: what was his father?’ ‘A staunch Tory of the true 
sort’ . . . . ‘Then I bet the son is a Whig: hereditary politics are out of date, and now-a-
days the sons are found on the opposite side’” (Arlington 1:93).  
-“Men do not really desire to be equal, but they do desire (though perhaps they dare not 
always avow it) to be distinguished above their fellows” (Arlington 3:202-203). 
-“But tell me, who are so aristocratic as republicans? I have ever remarked them to be as 
self-willed, and as tyrannical in their public acts, as in their domestic life, and the most 
indifferent to the real comforts of the people” (The Private Correspondence of a Woman 
of Fashion 1:10). 
-“Les fleurs-de-lys decorated the vases on our chimney-piece, - emblem of the Bourbons, 
to whom we unanimously rendered homage” (The Private Correspondence of a Woman 
of Fashion 1:307). 
-“Party threw no cloud over pleasure. Fashion too not note of faction” (The O’Briens and 
the O’Flahertys 2:149).  
-“‘In my opinion,’ quietly added Lord Calvert, ‘politics, in its proper acceptation, is the 
only study worthy the attention of a man of sense’” (At Home 1:191).  
-“Never consider politics as a profession. Be independent in your principles as you are in 
your circumstances; but never condescend to be a party-man” (At Home 1:192).  



-“Lord Estonville kept a fine pack of fox-hounds for the purpose of maintaining his 
political popularity” (The Heir of Mordaunt 1:140).  
-“Women are not formed to rule; and sovereignty is not their sphere” (Agnes Serle 
1:126). 
-“There is not a vainer dream than the vision of the equality either of property or intellect. 
The immutable ordinances of Nature and of Providence are against it . . . . Power will 
ultimately be in the hands of the few . . . . There is an aristocracy which will always at 
least divide the empire both of rank and talent, - I mean that of wealth” (The Three Eras 
of Woman’s Life 1:237-238). 
-He “was a man of sound and upright principles, though unfortunately a whig” (Hyde 
Nugent 1:10).  
-“it makes me sick, to see our names mingled with those of men who owe their seats to 
reform, and whose presence offers the strongest argument against a measure that has 
opened Parliament to such ignorant pretenders” (The Two Friends 1:11). 
-“She, indeed, was one of those haughty liberals who affect to despise kings and courts; 
not because they dislike those necessary evils, as they call them, but because they are 
themselves, or would be if they could, the greatest of all sovereigns” (The Exclusives 
1:6).  
-“Ladies are not formed for politicians, at least I hope no lady with whom I have an 
connexion either is, or fancies herself so” (Love and Pride 2:159-160).   
 
Fame/Ladder-Climbing/Improvement 
-“But if fashionable notoriety constituted the object of her [Lady Ormington’s] desires, 
the ambition was gratified. There was an Ormington pouf and an Ormington ris-à-ris; an 
Ormington green and an Ormington minuet” (Cecil 3). 
-“The first incentive to distinction, in modern times, is prodigality; and we have seen not 
only the richest inheritors gallop through their fortunes into beggary, but the greatest 
men, who by high faculties have achieved riches and honour, condemn themselves to 
years of misery, by an attempt to rival the brilliant existence of people richer and sillier 
than themselves” (Cecil 195). 
-“There was really some excuse for the beknighting, just then, of so many very simple 
citizens. The deluge of foreign titles which had swept over the surface of our society, had 
created such a craving appetite for titularity, that . . . the Prince might have observed of 
certain animalculae crawling about the court, who insisted upon the honours of 
knighthood” (Cecil 199). 
-“It was the era of great achievements. Laurels were as plentiful as hawthorn hedges; and 
the trumpet of Fame was almost as familiar as the horn of a mail coach. As Byron used to 
say, the only distinction was to be a little undistinguished” (Cecil 204). 
-“Never had he stooped to win celebrity from horses or form carriages; nothing in his 
equipages showed the ambition to be distinguished from another, least of all, did he affect 
that most displeasing of minor ostentations, that offensive exaggeration of neatness, that 
outré simplicity, which our young nobles and aspiring bankers so ridiculously think it 
bon ton to assume” (Godolphin 1:213). 
-“he was born poor; and yet he had lived for nearly thirty years as a rich man! What was 
his secret? – he had lived upon others!” (Godolphin 1:215). 



-“In England, personal distinction is the only passport to the society of the great. Whether 
this distinction arise from fortune, family, or talent, is immaterial; but certain it is, to 
enter into high society, am an must either have blood, a million, or a genius” (Vivian 
Grey 1:50). 
-“The Bar: pooh! law and bad jokes till we are forty; and then, with the most brilliant 
success, the prospect of gout and a coronet” (Vivian Grey 1:55). 
-“In this age every one is striving to make an immense fortune, and what is most terrific, 
at the same time a speedy one. This thirst for sudden wealth it is which engenders the 
extravagant conceptions, and fosters that wild spirit of speculation which is now stalking 
abroad” (Vivian Grey 1:65). 
-“true Fame and true Happiness must rest upon the imperishable social affections” 
(Vivian Grey 2:136). 
-“It is true, he was detested by some, but then he was adored by others: the common lot 
of those who dare to soar above their fellows, or strike out of the beaten paths of 
everyday society in search of fame or pleasure” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. 
II  93). 
-“I set it down as a maxim that it is good for am an to live where he can meet his betters, 
intellectual and social” (Sketches and Travels in London 232).  
-“Ton, to a single man, is a thing attainable enough. Sir Lionel was just gaining the 
envied distinction, when he saw, courted, and married Lady Harriett Woodstock” 
(Pelham 1:17). 
-“believe me, moderate Whiggism is a most excellent creed. It adapts itself to every 
possible change, - to every conceivable variety of circumstance. It is the only politics for 
us who are the aristocrats of that free body who rebel against tyrannical laws” (Paul 
Clifford 1:162).  
-“He is the son of heaven knows whom, and has risen in the world, heaven knows how. 
One part by talent, perhaps, - ten parts by impudence certainly. He has, however, 
contrived to gain the entrée of some of the best circles, for if not liked he is feared, which 
answers his purpose as well, possibly better” (The Three Eras of Woman’s Life 1:159).  
-“Oh she must be one of us, to be sure, for I think we can make sure of her – she only 
longs to be in the fashion, and her husband also. Flatter their vanity, and you do with 
them what you chuse; make them believe they are of the ton, and you have them at 
command” (The Exclusives 1:24). 
-“There are the Penleys – look at them ; there is an instance of mere fashion. They are 
people of neither family nor fortune; they have been living for the world, and at the 
world, and are always studying effect – laying trains for invitations, and angling for 
acquaintances. As soon as the labours of the town season are over, they set off to the 
watering places in search of ‘Desirables’ . . . they are what my friend, Lady Ashborne, 
calls ‘laboriously elegant’ – so maniérée – so dressy  always tricked out with such 
wonderful care in the newest Frenchifications” (Herbert Lacy 1:82). 
 
 
Artwork/Music/Theatre/Dance 
-“the languishing portrait, limned by Cosway, was charmingly engraved by Bartolozzi; 
and the Right Hon. Lady Ormington, leaning on a demi-column, with ‘Sacred to 
friendship’ engraven on the plinth, a stormy sunset in the background, and a bantam-



legged silken spaniel staring its eyes out in the foreground, figured in all the printsellers’ 
windows” (Cecil 3). 
-“It was like poetry after prose, - it was like grace after meant, - it was like a ballet with 
Angiolini after an opera without Catalani” (Cecil* 44) 
-“Every opera-night, I was as faithful to my post, as Spagnoletti to his” (Cecil* 71). 
- “The details of my mother’s establishment were laid before her, as minutely as an 
interior by Mieris” (Cecil* 74). 
-“I was in the centre of the pit, squabbling with one of the Stanhopes about the 
comparative merits of Vestris and Deshayes” (Cecil* 102). 
-“I begin to think there is a destiny in the said Opera . . . for embroiling the affairs of 
bankers, managers, and lovers!” (Cecil *102). 
-“I am not certain whether the choregraphic [sic] art be not the nearest approach to a 
universal language . . . How else can we account for the mightiness of renown which hath 
bruited the name of Taglioni from Indus to the Pole” (Cecil* 103). 
-“Mara, Banti, Grassini, Catalani, pasta, Sontag, Malibran, Grisi, - Mozart, Rossini, 
Cimarosa, Paesiello, Bellini, Meyerbeer, Donizetti, - the very names have music in them! 
. . . . The stage too,- the stage over whose boards have bounded the fantastic toes of 
Angiolini, Hillisberg, Mélanie, Noblet, Mercandotti, Fanny Bias, Pauline Leroux, 
Didelot, Deshayes, Ronzi, Vestris, Heberle, Brugnoli, Taglioni, Duverney, Elssler, 
Cerito” (Cecil* 104). 
-“that might have impaired a Canaletti-like charm” (Cecil* 112). 
-“The last representation of the season took place. Everybody who frequents the Opera, 
and happens to be in town, is sure to be there on the last night” (Cecil* 124). 
-“The Flemish painters are greatest in their delineations of the most unsightly objects” 
(Cecil* 129). 
-“I must really have you sit to Lawrence, Cis, before your guerrilla look is quite worn off! 
. . . or Phillips! I should like Phillips to paint you in the style in which he painted Byron, 
in his Arnaout dress. You would make a beautiful brigand” (Cecil* 161). 
-“whenever I expressed a wish to hear the gentle cadences of Romagnesi, breathed by the 
mellifluous notes of the favourite pupil of Garat” (Cecil* 188). 
-“filled with exquisite performances by Robert, Isabey, Lemaître, Ingres, Guérin, 
Lemière” (Cecil* 189). 
-“My notions of beauty are essentially aristocratic. I adore the women of Vandyke” 
(Cecil* 246). 
-“London invariably accepts its favourites upon the strength of their foreign endorsement. 
It hissed Pasta, till she had been half smothered by the bouquets of La Scala” (Cecil 288). 
-“the memborable quadrille of professionals was danced before the King, by Noblet, 
[and] Mercandotti” (Cecil* 311) 
-“it brought to his memory a scene in that delicious land, whose Southern loveliness 
Claude has breathed upon the canvases” (Godolphin* 51). 
-“Very stupid people often become very musical: it is a sort of pretension to intellect that 
suits their capacities. Plutarch says somewhere, that the best musical instruments are 
made from the jaw-bones of asses” (Godolphin 2:134). 
-“‘have you seen my new Canova?’ ‘No: I care nothing for statues’” (Godolphin* 242). 



-“The only amusements I enjoy in London are the theatres, and opera . . . . I have been 
accustomed to listen to the heart-stirring voice of the inspired Malibran, or the dulcet 
tones of la Grisi” (Victims of Society 117). 
-“Lablache’s is also a voice that has great charms for me . . . while Rubini’s always 
reminds me of the plaintive, never to be forgotten chant of the Miserere in the Sixtine 
[sic] chapel at Rome” (Victims of Society 119). 
-“It glowed with materials, and with colours to which Veronese alone could have done 
justice” (Vivian Grey* 256). 
-“The Opera for the evening was Rossini’s Otello” (Vivian Grey* 424). 
-“Rossini tells me that I spoil his music by embellishing it too much, - and I am quite 
cross with him, and have vowed not to sing any more” (Sayings and Doings, Second 
Series, Vol. I 86). 
-He was “sufficiently ignorant in the ways of the world to imagine it necessary to keep 
silence during a musical performance, whereas in fact, as every body knows, the first 
chord of a young lady’s harp is the established and recognised signal for the 
commencement of general conversation” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 89). 
-“he closely resembled that exquisite actor Liston” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, 
Vol. II 64) 
-“the rich voice of that Queen of singers, Catalani, burst upon his ear; she was delighting 
the brilliant audience with one of Mozart’s most splendid pieces of vocal music” (Sayings 
and Doings, Second Series, Vol. III 88). 
-“Welsted . . . was ignorant enough to suppose that people frequented the King’s Theatre 
in the Haymarket, to hear and see, instead of being heard and seen, which, as every well-
regulated person knows, are the real objects of their visits there, and the actual quid pro 
quo of the subscription” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. III 92). 
-“the bride’s beauty quite inspired Sir Thomas Lawrence” (Romance and Reality* 22). 
-“what a pity you have not seen Pasta” (Romance and Reality* 35). 
-“I liked Miss Fanny Kemble so much” (Romance and Reality* 108) 
-“A music-master will talk with tears in his eyes of Mozart or Rossini” (Cheveley 11) 
-“the reign of La Divina Malibran at Milan” (Cheveley 28) 
-“she could not only sing like a large, or a Mrs Billington, and dance like Hillisberg or 
Parisot” (Vanity Fair* 10). 
-“I’ll go and see the forty Thieves . . . and Miss Decamp’s dance” (Vanity Fair* 32). 
-“Hush! silence! there is Pasta beginning to sing” (Vanity Fair* 590). 
-“to see her dance, was better than Montessu or Noblet (they were the Ballet Queens of 
those days)” (The Book of Snobs 146). 
-“she preferred Malibran a thousand times to Grisi” (Tales of Fashion and Reality 274). 
-“I do not approve of her frequenting theatres – I think the practice of permitting young 
people to appear at such places, highly reprehensible” (The Confessions of an Elderly 
Gentleman 192). 
-“is it possible you can be so vulgar as to go to the opera to hear the music?” (The 
Baronet 20).  
-“when the beautiful tones of Malibran, or the wonderful voice of La Blache, are 
penetrating my very soul” (The Baronet 20).  
-“Rossini is the Canova of music, with much of the pretty, with nothing of the grand!” 
(Ernest Maltravers 1:73-74). 



-“Music has often been blamed for leveling ranks too much, and introducing us into bad 
company” (Tremaine 2:137). 
-“As soon as the ballet commences, we not only lend our eyes,  but our ears . . . all must 
be at their post to heighten this delectable enjoyment, which – no delicate woman ought 
to tolerate, and no wise man to allow his wife or daughter to witness” (The Three Eras of 
Woman’s Life 1:169-170). 
-“an opera-box is but a niche, in which the presiding divinities of fashion plant 
themselves to receive the homage of their worshippers” (The Three Eras of Woman’s Life 
1:229-230).  
 
Military/War  
-“the breaking out of the war was a serious evil . . . . I was really in despair at the closing 
of the Continent! Bonbons, maréchale powder, chocolat de santé, pomade à la vanilla – 
how were we to exist without these necessaries of life?” (Cecil 5). 
-“She wished me to go straight into the Guards. I knew quite enough for the Guards. The 
humiliation of maternity would be less galling, if she had a son in the Guards. In the 
Guards, I should be on the spot to swear at her chairmen when drunk, or her coachmen if 
disorderly. . . . if properly drilled and tutored, dressed and re-dressed, she should not be 
so much ashamed of me, when on guard among the Guards!” (Cecil 11). 
-“The army, too, is out of date. Since the renewal of the war, nobody has cared to go into 
anything but the Household brigade . . . . For pity’s sake, don’t let us find you in the 
squadron” (Cecil 34). 
-“She even persisted in addressing her letters to the Honourable Cecil Danby, after I had 
attained the brevet rank of a field officer” (Cecil 180). 
-“Three years of active service had redeemed me from the personal obloquy under which 
I had previously laboured; and the bronzed face and shabby coat which so disgusted her 
ladyship, were in his [my father’s] eyes the honourable badges of a noble calling” (Cecil 
188). 
-“I shall write to him therefore again, begging him to let me enter the army. It is not a 
profession I much fancy; but what then? I shall be my own master.’ . . . . ‘If your father 
will pay the lawful sum for a commission in the Guards, why, I think I have interest to 
get you in for that sum alone- no trifling favour” (Godolphin 1:51). 
-“Percy Godolphin was gazetted as a cornet in the – Life-Guards. The life of a soldier, in 
peace, is indolent enough, Heaven knows! Percy liked the new uniforms and the new 
horses – all of which were bought on credit. He liked his new companions; he liked balls; 
he liked flirting; he did not dislike Hyde Park from four o’clock till six; and he was not 
very much bored by drills and parade” (Godolphin 1:54). 
-“The Services in war time are fit only for desperadoes (and that truly am I); but, in 
peace, are fit only for fools” (Vivian Grey 1:55-56). 
-“If it were not for the General Election, we really must have a war for variety’s sake. 
Peace gets quite a bore” (Vivian Grey 1:156). 
-“how you can live the life of an aid-du-camp, always bowing and cringing, and smirking 
and smiling, and carrying hats and messages, and craving at dinner, and playing at cards, 
and trying horses, and riding backwards in coaches, I don’t in the least comprehend: for 
my part I’d starve first” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. II 292). 



-“I must go full fig, I suppose, to the military secretary: no mufti – no white jacket – no 
being comfortable” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. II 294). 
-“[He was] not aware that persons who have lived for five-and-twenty years in India, 
invariably imagine the interest of the whole British Empire excitable by the incursions 
and excursions of a few troublesome natives, who are at times unreasonable enough to 
dislike being enslaved” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. III 21). 
-“no society in the world is more agreeable than that of well-bred and well-informed 
military gentlemen” (The Book of Snobs 40). 
-“But, Sir, we must be padded; we are much too thin; all the gentlemen in the Life Guards 
are padded, Sir” (Pelham 2:61). 
-“One never knows when men are in earnest, they are so deceitful, and, of all men in the 
world, officers are the most to be distrusted: - mere birds of passage, - here to-day and 
gone to-morrow” (Finesse 1:2).  
-“Colonel Clifford had felt a little annoyed at one of Sir Charles’s toasts, - that gentleman 
having proposed his heath, together with that of the officers” (Finesse 1:68).  
-“mamma says, if we affront the sixtieth [regiment], they’ll cut us dead in town” (At 
Home 1:13).  
-“we might as well spend next winter at Hull, as to be in London without knowing at least 
some of the dragoons, and all the guards” (At Home 1:13).  
-“He said that, having left college, a short service in the Guards, or in a Dragoon 
regiment, might form his manners and occupy his time, and, by bringing him constantly 
into the society of young men of rank and fashion, might prepare him to adorn that 
station in the world which his future fortune would entitle him to hold” (The Heir of 
Mordaunt 1:3).  
-“Although military glory is in itself almost a passport to the female heart, its effect is 
certainly enhanced when the outward appearance is correspondingly heroic” 
(Recollections of a Chaperon 2:267).  
-“The one [profession] he chose was the army, as not only there would be nothing to do, 
but he would have a good set of fellows to mess with instead of leading a stupid country 
life: he would wear a most splendid dress, being a Lancer; mount a pair of mustaches; 
and, being exceedingly fond of music, would have the advantage of a capital band” (Hyde 
Nugent 1:48).  
 
School/Childhood 
-“I was postchaised off in another [direction] to a preparatory purgatory at Chiswick; 
where they began with me as in a lunatic asylum, but cutting off my curls, choosing my 
head to be as unfurnished without as within” (Cecil 5-6). 
-“Let me pass lightly over my school-days . . . . For my part, I have a horror of birch and 
bread-and-milk, even in reminiscence. There is something excruciating to a well-born 
young gentleman in being reduced to the toilet of a Newfoundland dog; viz. a rousing 
shake, a plunge into cold water, and the eternal rusty coat of the day before” (Cecil 6). 
-“College life, - a cursed vulgar, stupid thing in itself, - has been written down still lower 
of late years by smart periodicals and fashionable novelists” (Cecil 12-13). 
-“Jack Harris took an honour. He had probably tact to perceive that he was not 
sufficiently well-born to aspire to the honours of duncehood. It sat well upon such 
fellows as [Lord] Squeamy and myself to defy all pretence to scholarship; for in college 



life there is no middle course for a nobleman. A lord must be cited either for the highest 
acquirements, of the boldest contempt of them” (Cecil 15). 
-“With respect to expulsion, to a man in your position in life it is rather a feather in your 
cap. Next to a high honour, it was your only mode of obtaining college eminence” (Cecil 
17). 
-“John, as became his ugliness, had taken honours; and John, as also became his ugliness, 
was not only devoted to study, but pursing it at Ormington Hall.” (Cecil 26). 
-“my mother was sure to mar the business by carrying me off to Gunter’s or Wetten’s, 
and rewarding my domestic sufferings with pralines and maccaroons [sic]” (Cecil* 77). 
-“He had sent his son . . . to a school of twenty pounds a-year; where, naturally enough, 
he learnt nothing but mischief and cricket” (Godolphin 1:29). 
-“For the first five years of his life, with his curly locks and his fancy dress, he was the 
pride of his own and the envy of all neighbourhood establishments” (Vivian Grey 1:3-4) 
-“I am told, my dear, that Dr. Flummery’s [school] would do very well . . . . 100 guineas 
per annum, for all under six years of age, and few extras, only for fencing, pure milk, and 
the guitar” (Vivian Grey 1:4-5) 
-“Mr. Grey’s parental duties being confined to giving his son a daily glass of claret” 
(Vivian Grey 1:7). 
-“Mr. Grey’s two axioms were first, that no one so young as his son should settle in the 
metropolis, and that Vivan must consequently not have a private tutor; and, secondly, that 
all private schools were quite worthless; and, therefore, there was every probability of 
Vivain not receiving any education whatever” (Vivian Grey 1:12). 
-“He was educated in a manner suitable to his expectations, and from that admirable 
school, Eton, removed in due course to Oxford” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. 
I 148). 
-“Eton and Oxford had sent him forth a gentleman” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, 
Vol. II 88). 
-“I’m sure something will happen to him; he’ll never grow up to be a man . . . . Why, he 
is so clever; - those clever children never come to good” (Sayings and Doings, Second 
Series, Vol. II 246). 
-“schoolmistresses’ letters are to be trusted no more nor less than churchyard epitaphs” 
(Vanity Fair* 10). 
-“Torture in a public school is as much licensed as the knout in Russia. It would be 
ungentlemanlike (in a manner) to resist it” (Vanity Fair* 51). 
-“Because a lad is a lord, the University gives him a degree at the end of two years which 
another is seven in acquiring. Because he is a lord, he has no call to go through an 
examination” (The Book of Snobs 57). 
-“English gentlemen get up such a prodigious quantity of knowledge in their early life, 
that they leave off reading soon after they begin to shave, or never look at anything but a 
newspaper” (Sketches and Travels in London 238). 
-“At ten years old I went to Eton. I had been educated till that period by my mother” 
(Pelham 1:7). 
-“you have the . . . right to suppose that I was, at the age of eighteen, when I left Eton in 
the profoundest ignorance. At this age, I was transplanted to Cambridge, where I 
bloomed for two years . . . . At the end of that time (being of royal descent), I became 
entitled to an honorary degree. I suppose the term is in contradistinction to an honourable 



degree, which is obtained by pale men in spectacles and cotton stockings, after thirty-six 
months of intense application” (Pelham 1:12). 
-“I do not exactly remember how I spent my time at Cambridge. I had a piano-forte in my 
room, and a private billiard-room at a village two miles off; and between these resources, 
I managed to improve my mind more than could reasonably have been expected” 
(Pelham 1:12). 
-“I scarcely ever knew an instance of the companions of one’s boyhood being agreeable 
to the tastes of one’s manhood; a strong proof of the folly of common people, who send 
their sons to Eton and Harrow to form connections” (Pelham 1:58). 
-“After the usual efforts at education by means of governesses and occasional teachers, 
Henrietta had been sent at the age of fifteen to a celebrated school near London; and two 
years afterwards, Lady Hortensia had gladly accepted a proposal made by her brother, the 
Earl of Poyntstown and his lady, to take Henrietta with them to Paris, where she could 
have the advantage of the best teachers for French and dancing” (The Davenels 1:59). 
-“To the solid basis of a good classical education, the Count de Léal joined all the 
brilliant accomplishments that make a finished gentleman” (The Baronet 56). 
-“I must only beg, that my daughters may be early taught the immense importance of 
distinguishing between those of their own, and of a different rank; and, I must request, 
they may never be allowed to speak to an inferior, either in or out of the house” (The 
Governess 11). 
-“Soon after he had completed his nineteenth year, Lord Harold was removed to Oxford, 
where he continued to make daily improvements in knowledge” (Harold the Exile 1:92).  
-“Lord Arlington was not exactly one of those Optimists who maintain that the education 
afforded at an English public school is the best of all possible educations in the most 
educated of all possible countries. He had a certain dim consciousness that it had several 
defects” (Arlington 1:50).  
-“Fanny Dormer had not escaped the defects almost inseparable from a masculine 
education. Not only she was learned, and was not accomplished, but in her slightest 
movement, almost in her every word, it was evident that woman’s care had been 
wanting” (Yes and No 1:56-17). 
-“Instead, therefore, o sending him to a public school, to become a classical scholar and 
universal dunce, - and to a crack college to become a fox-hunter and a man of the world, - 
he was educated at Rugby and Aberdeen” (Pin Money 1:26).  
-“‘Oh! my plan,’ said the Countess, ‘ is to give every child two names, and call it the ugly 
one all its life, unless it bids fair to do justice to the pretty one; for nothing can be more 
outré or ridiculous, than to see a person with a name to which they do not justice’” (High 
Life 2:192-193). 
-“Dinner concluded, a warm of well-dressed children flocked into the room, and a little 
amicable discussion was carried on from the top to the bottom of the table, between Lord 
and Lady Whitby, as to whether the children should go to a side table; and then the 
company, as in duty bound, declared that there was more than room for double the 
number; and chairs were pushed, and the children squeezed into places where their 
presence was an interruption” (Dacre: A Novel 1:158-159).  
-“those old fellows at Oxford take a pretty effectual way of making one hate the sight of 
the classics” (Country Houses 1:3).  



-“A public school is the hot-bed of selfishness, and its first maxim is to take care of 
number I. There is nothing at college likely to counteract this” (Country Houses 1:23).  
-“Sir Greville is much more able to give you the bulletin of the nursery than I am . . . . I 
consider that I have done my duty to the little monkeys, by placing proper people about 
them; and I do not think myself obliged to sacrifice all my personal enjoyments, for the 
sake of acting police over their attendants” (The Three Eras of Woman’s Life 3:9). 
 
Hygiene 
-“Diplomacy is almost the only profession where a man gains nothing by appearing a 
beast. Slovenliness is esteemed an evidence of scholarship in almost every calling save 
that which renders one the mouthpiece of kings” (Cecil 24). 
-“George [“Beau”] Brummell [was] a great reformer, - a man who dared to be cleanly in 
the dirtiest of times” (Cecil 103). 
-“The Colonel . . . began to wash out his mouth; and having proceeded to clean his teeth 
with the napkin deliberately and in detail, he wiped his hands, folded up the towel . . . 
kissed his left hand to the master of the house, and retired to the drawing-room. ‘That is a 
very fine young man,’ . . . . ‘Extremely gentlemanly’” ( Sayings and Doings, Second 
Series, Vol. I 77).  
-“Grojan, drawing himself up and rubbing the under part of his minute nose with the cuff 
of his snuff-coloured coat” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. II 144). 
-“Avoid dressing-gowns; which argue dawdling, an unshorn chin, a lax toilet, and a 
generally lazy and indolent habit at home. Begin your day with a clean conscience in 
every way. Cleanliness is honesty. A man who shows but a clean face and hands is a 
rogue and hypocrite in society, and takes credit for a virtue which he does not possess” 
(Sketches and Travels in London 215-216). 
 
 
Family/Family Members 
-“You have only two things to avoid, - play and politics. Play and politics are for elder 
sons” (Cecil 31). 
-“It was the fashion in those days, to call one’s mother a bore. Mothers have rather risen 
in the market since, and fathers have gone down’” (Cecil 38). 
-“Fathers soon afterwards came to be called ‘the governor’” (Cecil 38). 
-“I wrote you word, last year, didn’t I, of the birth of his son? – They made a wonderful 
fuss about it, down at Ormington, - roasted oxen, and made bonfires, and all that sort of 
thing, as if it were the first son-and-heir ever heard of in the world” (Cecil* 159). 
-“My son is my son till he gets him a wife;/ My daughter’s my daughter all days of her 
life” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 9). 
-“Mr. A and myself make it a rule to have all the children round us every day after dinner 
– some people don’t like it, but I hope and trust we shall never be so fashionable as that 
comes to” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. I 187-188). 
-“Her father had been the youngest brother, and, like many other younger brothers, both 
unnecessary and imprudent” (Romance and Reality 1:5). 
-“the fathers and elder sons of all great families hate each other. The Crown Prince is 
always in opposition to the crown or hankering after it . . . . And it stand to reason that 
every great man, having experienced this feeling towards his father, must be aware that 



his son entertains it towards himself; and so they can’t but be suspicious and hostile . . . 
[and] every elder brother looks upon the cadets of the house as his natural enemies, who 
deprive him of so much ready-money which ought to be his by right” (Vanity Fair* 547). 
-“it is frequently exceedingly inconvenient to have one’s mother divorced” (Pelham 1:4).  
-“rich relations who have kind intentions towards the junior branches of their family, 
generally require, in return, the trifling sacrifice of their happiness in the important point 
of marriage” (The Davenels 1:234).  
-“Second sons are the ruin of every provident mother’s temper and constitution” (Tales of 
Fashion and Reality 15). 
-“When told your daughter is lovely, do not contradict that opinion, it seems only like 
affectation, denying what is really the case; besides, the world is already very willing to 
detract from the merit possessed by any individual” (Tales of Fashion and Reality 53). 
-“Beware of younge sons; they are a race especially patronized by girls, who are not 
aware of the danger of such proceedings. In general society they are of use to call the 
carriage, take mothers to the supper-room, &c., &c.” (Tales of Fashion and Reality 55). 
-“One first-rate genius is enough in a family” (The Baronet 105). 
-“For me individually, sire, my relation does not care a rush – but he cares a great deal for 
any member of his house being rich and in high station. It increases the range and credit 
of his connexion” (Ernest Maltravers 1:176). 
-“you may love and watch over your children, and still be a woman of fashion” (The 
Governess 87). 
-“‘How many children have they, Miss Mush?’ ‘Ten, positively ten!’ she groaned, ‘and 
the youngest only six months old. Oh! it’s a sin and a shame – quite shocking! Little 
nasty thing, I have not yet seen it’” (Finesse 2:32-33).  
-“Now every family has its great man, whether he be a peer of the realm, a knight, an 
orator, a poet, a statesman, or a hero; still to that name his humbler relations continually 
recur with pride and gratification” (Graham Hamilton 1:15).  
-“I was a seventh son; he [my father] did not know what in the world to do with me” 
(Arlington 1:45). 
-“One’s first duty in life is towards one’s family; and one’s first duty towards one’s 
family is to sacrifice all other considerations to its interests” (Women As They Are 1:163).  
-“I am unwilling to admit, that a person so provident as Lady Maria Willingham, could 
have been guilty of producing a daughter in utter disregard of the Heddeston Court 
entail! A daughter, however, it was; and . . . a second came to magnify the sum total of 
her disasters! Two little Miss Willinghams in less than three years; - and Charles 
pretending to be so fond of them too – just by way of contradiction!” (Mothers and 
Daughters 1:13). 
-“It is the absolute duty of elder sons to marry” (The Three Eras of Woman’s Life 3:110). 
-“The eldest son George, as an eldest son, was of course nothing; the second, Horace, as 
a second son, had to look to a profession for his support” (Hyde Nugent 1:47).  
-“Sir William Lacy’s mother was Lady Mary Loftus, aunt of the mad Lord Loftus, whose 
wife ran away with Sir Clement Packworth, the brother of the man who shot Lord 
Cheadle, husband of the naughty Lady Cheadle, whose brother was that Colonel Blake, 
who won so much from poor George Templeton, who had just entered his regiment, and 
whose sister made that unhappy low connections which we were lamenting the other 
day” (Herbert Lacy 1:5). 



-“In the year of her marriage, the Honourable Mrs. Purefoy brought forth twins, a boy 
and a girl, - and the circumstance shocked her much. She considered it vulgar in the 
extreme; nothing similar could be cited of any of her family, or of any other condition” 
(The English in France 1:5). 
 
Health 
-“I am of opinion that a sea-sick man was not born to sail in his own yacht; and am proud 
to declare that the heaviest swell finds me enjoying the robust health becoming a 
gentleman” (Cecil 154). 
-“Never having experiences an hour’s ill-health, I scoffed at the idea of sickness” (Cecil 
156). 
-“More than once, on returning to England after long sojourn in France, I have sustained 
a serious illness from the crudity of the tough meats and parboiled vegetables. The thick 
sauces, spiced into blackness, the horrible astringency of walnut catsup pervading every 
made dish, has brought on the most cruel derangement of the epigastric functions. Were I 
a fire-eater, I would make money of the faculty, by showing myself at a fair” (Cecil 232). 
-“Old Burton assigns the engendering of melancholy chiefly to flatulence” (Cecil 233). 
-“I remember the day when I was ill after one of their rude debauches. Ill! – a sick 
headache – a fit of the spleen – a spoiled lapdog’s illness!” (Godolphin 1:5) 
-“I have had a touch of the gout, for the first time. I have been too luxurious: by proper 
abstinence, I trust to bring it down” (Godolphin 1:75). 
-“’He seems sickly: them foreign parts do nobody no good’” (Godolphin 1:105). 
-“The most common disease to genius is nympholepsy – the saddening for a spirit that 
the world knows not” (Godolphin 1:248). 
-“When people have really nothing to do, they generally fall ill upon it; and at length, the 
rich colour grew faint upon Lady Erpingham’s cheek; her form wasted; the physicians 
hinted at consumption, and recommended a warmer clime” (Godolphin 2:134). 
-“he has got a red face at times, to be sure, but that’s not health, Mr. Rodney, - it is too 
purple to be wholesome. Take my word for it, some of these fine mornings he’ll pop off 
suddenly” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. II 247-248). 
-“Mrs. Brashleigh, after a short illness, contracted by eating ice while overheated with 
dancing, shuffled off this mortal coil” (Sayings and Doings, Second Series, Vol. II 304). 
-“it is a well-known fact in physiology, that annuitants and old women never die” 
(Romance and Reality 1:16). 
-“All a young lady should pray for, is a severe lingering fit of illness, to impress upon her 
debating lover a just feminine valuation; - fevers and agues are the best stepping stones to 
the hymeneal altar” (Romance and Reality 1:269). 
-“She went into Court, and testified publicly her faith in St. John Long: she swore by 
Doctor Buchan, she took quantities of Gambouge’s Universal Medicine, and whole 
boxfuls of Parr’s Life Pills. She has cured a multiplicity of headaches by Squinstone’s 
Eyesnuff; she wear a picture of Hahnemann in her bracelet and a lock of Priessnitz’s hair 
in a brooch” (The Book of Snobs 133). 
-She “admonish[ed] me never to read about half an hour at a time for fear of losing my 
health” (Pelham 1:8). 
-“are you going out again to-night? Flesh and blood can’t stand it at this rate” (The 
Davenels 1:53). 



-“who, without taste, ever has the gout? and how few with, have ever escaped it!” (The 
Confessions of an Elderly Gentleman 3). 
-“quiet is the best medicine you can have” (Tales of Perplexity 94). 
-“The poor young lady, after a few months of misery, died of what is vulgarly called a 
broken heart” (Sayings and Doings, or, Danvers 106). 
-“The measles!’ said Lady Frederick, in a voice of consternation: - ‘I hope they don’t 
look like some hideous children I saw in the village here one day, - all spotted, and with 
horrid weak eyes” (The Governess 98). 
-“Though the colonel in his letter to Gabrielle, had styled himself an old man, he was not 
yet more than five and forty; but a long residence in a sultry climate, added to a slight 
stoop in his gait, gave him the appearance of being some years older” (Harold the Exile 
1:168-169). 
-“When I was ill last winter, Dr. F--’s prescriptions were so delightful . . . . I was to take 
chocolate three times a-day, and eat a macaroon, with half-a-glass of water, on going to 
bed!” (Finesse 1:208). 
-“do not hang over that Gardenia; you will get another of your nervous headaches” (Pin 
Money 1:18). 
-“ten hours rest is not more than sufficient for a delicate female. A mechanic may do with 
seven; - a robust man with eight; - a person in the decline of life with nine; - and a 
woman of nervous temperament with ten” (Pin Money 2:268). 
-“I got into a sad, moping, nervous way; and my family physician . . . ordered me to Bath, 
and prescribed a pint of mulled claret every evening before going to bed. My recovery 
was miraculous” (Mothers and Daughters 1:87-88). 
-“Georgiana certainly looks healthier than she did when she came from London . . . . here 
she has the advantage of bathing, regular hours, and exercise” (High Life 1:4). 
-“No person could enjoy more robust health than Lady Weldon did. But she had once 
dined where the fine lady of the mansion gloried in her petite santé; and now Lady 
Weldon’s corpulent frame and expansive cheeks were, in humble imitation, stretched at 
full length on a chaise longue, whilst in a subdued tone she occasionally joined 
languishingly in t he conversation of her guests” (At Home 1:41-42).  
-“Lady Weldon followed her physician’s prescription, to eat little and often” (At Home 
1:106).  
-“Mr. Molesworth was firm about his sons; declared hunting was necessary to health” 
(Dacre: A Novel 1:22).  
-“It has been asserted by Malthus . . . that if there were not contagious diseases to check 
population, the world must be over-run with inhabitants . . . but, since vaccination has 
been introduced, there would be no hope of human beings not at last devouring each 
other, if it was not for a disease sprung up in the higher classes of society, and from them, 
as a matter of course, likely to spread lower and lower. This extraordinary disease, unlike 
the plague, or small-pox, chiefly affected the imagination . . . In short, to be bored is so 
very dreadful, there is nothing one can encounter, short of hanging, that is not preferable” 
(Country Houses 1:39-40). 
-“he was a bad sleeper, as are most of those who have neither mental nor bodily exercise” 
(Country Houses 1:75).  
-“I don’t think it very genteel and well-bred to laugh at any person’s infirmities” 
(Country Houses 3:12).  



-“I am one of those unfortunate persons . . . who are dyspeptic . . . indeed, I take charcoal 
before I dare touch any thing . . . it is the most fashionable medicine now, pure carbon, 
and I have reason to like it better than ever, as I believe it has saved the life of my 
nephew, at Malta: they give it with great success in the fever prevalent there, and at Paris 
they take it for every disease under heaven. The fine ladies take it constantly, and carry it 
in their reticules in the form of bon bons” (Country Houses 3:29). 
-“my father used to call gout a gentleman’s disease, but nothing could be more vulgar 
than an indigestion” (Country Houses 3:31). 
-“there is a great deal of danger in a good complexion; it is a strong consumptive 
symptom” (The Three Eras of Woman’s Life 1:130). 
-“I detest early rising and early walks, - the worst things in the world for delicate people” 
(The Three Eras of Woman’s Life 2:177).  
-“It must be confessed there are few situations more miserable than that in which a man is 
place, who, having married an ill-tempered and under-bred woman for her fortune, hopes 
each winter will take her off, though she still lives on to plague herself and friends, most 
of whom, if she ever had any sincere ones, she is sure to outlive” (Hyde Nugent 1:101-
102). 
-“‘One don’t look well when one faints – that is to say, really faints,’ observed Lady 
Ellersby; ‘it is surely best to avoid doing so’” (The Exclusives 2:2).  
 
Funerals/Death/Mourning 
-“In whose honour gloomed those sable liveries with their black aiguillettes” (Cecil 181). 
-“how my lady did take on when you was returned missing, and soon a’ter’ards killed! – 
And now she’ll take on again every bit as bad, to learn as you be still alive and well!” 
(Cecil 184). 
-“Six nobles bore his pall: long trains of carriages attended his funeral: the journals were 
filled with outlines of his biography and lamentations at his decease. They buried him in 
Westminster Abbey, and they made subscriptions for a monument in the very best sort of 
marble” (Godolphin 1:16). 
-“Godolphin returned home . . . and found among the letters waiting his arrival one from 
his father. It was edged with black; the seal, too, was black” (Godolphin 1:73). 
-“Saville had a very pleasant way of telling a story, particularly if it related to a friend’s 
death, or some such agreeable incident. – ‘Poor lady Erpingham was exceedingly 
shocked, and well she might be, for I don’t think weeds become her’” (Godolphin 2:204). 
-“Going to be married, indeed! and a widow only seven months! I wonder what will 
become of all her nice new mourning! What a shameful waste!” (Romance and Reality 
2:129). 
-“your uncle died in such a thorough-bred way, so like a gentleman, as he had lived. Do 
you know he had been reading my book, “The Old Road to Ruin,” and he said to his man, 
“Lounds, I have torn a leaf out of Lady Stepastray’s book: get it rebound;” and he sank 
back and died” (Cheveley 331). 
-“All the blinds were pulled down at the Hall and Rectory: the church bell was tolled, and 
the chancel hung in black” (Vanity Fair* 473). 
-“Major Dobbin, Jos, and Georgy followed his remains to the grave in a black cloth 
coach” (Vanity Fair* 710). 



-“Emmy, too, was presented to the august [royal] family, and as mourning is not admitted 
in Court on certain days, she appeared in a pink crape dress” (Vanity Fair 736). 
-“Mrs. Forrester did affect that austere style of dress commonly ycleped second 
mourning, out of compliment to ‘poor dear Mr. Forrester;’ but this admits of considerable 
latitude. Every shade of lilac, or rather lavender . . . was perfectly allowable; so was a 
tender pink, or a delicate blue, if confined to the ribbon of a cap, or the trimming of a 
bonnet: even a rose-coloured beret was admissible, provided it was accompanied with a 
black velvet dress” (Finesse 1:277-278).  
-“had the Count been so obliging as to have drowned himself, or shot himself, or hung 
himself, (though that would have been almost too vulgar,) there would have been some 
éclat; and, in return, she [his fiancée] would have heaved two or three sighs, dropped two 
or three tears, and, perhaps, worn mourning for a week” (The Reformer 3:99-100). 
-“It was a melancholy circumstance, and drew largely on Lady Darley’s fortitude, - Miss 
Vernon was in mourning; all the visions of elegant costume, in which her ladyship’s 
imagination had indulged, necessarily dissolved . . . . She insisted, indeed, on her niece’s 
laying aside her bombazines and crapes, and affording her dress the relief of a mixture of 
grey or white” (The Three Eras of Woman’s Life 1:161).  
-“her ladyship was remarkably generous. About a week before she died, (the late Lady 
Waddilove was quite sensible of her danger,) she called me to her . . . . ‘you are a good 
creature . . . . I will leave you – my lady’s maid!’” ( The Disowned 1:88). 
 
Titles/Names/Positions 
-“The ceremony, which we call here a morganatic marriage, you have, probably, heard of 
before. The favoured female is, to all intents and purposes, the wife of the monarch, and 
shares everything except his throne. She presides at Court, but neither she nor her 
children assume the style of majesty, although in some instances the latter have been 
created princes, and acknowledged as heirs apparent when there has been a default in the 
lineal royal issue” (Vivian Grey* 327). 
-“A countess ought to be young and beautiful – a duchess stately and splendid – your earl 
gallant and graceful – your baron one touch more martial, as if he had five hundred belted 
vassals waiting at his call” (Romance and Reality 2:228). 
-“Whenever he met a great man he groveled before him, and my-lorded him as only a 
free-born Briton can do. He came home, and looked out his history in the Peerage: he 
introduced his name into his daily conversation; he bragged about his Lordship to his 
daughters” (Vanity Fair* 142). 
-“He double-barrelled his name, (as many poor Snobs do,) and instead of T. Sniffle, as 
formerly, came out, in a porcelain card, as Rev. T. D’Arcy Sniffle, Burlington Hotel” 
(The Book of Snobs 54). 
-“Men squabble about precedence because they are doubtful about their condition” 
(Sketches and Travels in London 305). 
-“baronets hang together like bees or Scotchmen” (Pelham 1:16). 
-“He is the fifteenth cousin to the duke, and so his favourite exordium is ‘Whenever I 
succeed to the titles of my ancestors’” (Pelham 1:153).  
-“some Russians and Germans, of that dubious rank which the title of Prince confers, but 
which sounded high and mighty” (The Davenels 2:84). 



-“It is absolutely necessary that a chaperon be perfectly well acquainted with the peerage, 
in all its intricacies and details. The débutante should likewise have a slight knowledge of 
that important work. Shakespeare must have laboured under a temporary aberration of 
intellect, when he wrote, ‘What’s in a name?’ Surely the names of Howard, Fitzroy, 
Russell, Lennox, Montague, &c., &c., will bear the palm over those of Brown, Johnson, 
Thompson, Figgins, &c., &c.” (Tales of Fashion and Reality 54-55).  
-“it requires high birth, - undisputed rank to step out of the beaten path” (The Governess 
234). 
-“For an honourable John Percy . . . to be called “Jack Percy,” implies the currency of 
good fellowship in the world of fashion; but for a Mister Baltimore, of Baker-street, to be 
called “Jack Baltimore,” infers decided disorderliness of morals or finances” (Mrs. 
Armytage 1:38).  
-“it being an acknowledged fact, that people dance much better, and eat much more 
supper, when any relation to a King is present” (Paul Clifford 2:54).  
-“He was now a citizen of the world, and if he had not much of its wealth, he had sixteen 
quarterings to his arms, and one of them contained les fleur de lis” (Country Houses 
1:244). 
-“‘And what do I owe to my family, my connexions, and the world?’ inquired De 
Beauvoir, in an indignant tone . . . . The indolent Lady Susan was amazed into a start and 
a look of surprise . . . ‘You woe them a fashionable wife, with fortune, and high 
connexions’” (Agnes Serle 1:25).  
-“You may estimate the importance of Sir Greville Cleveland, by the quantity and 
severity of the censure lavished on him,’ said Lady Darley . . . . “People do not satirize 
the insignificant’” (The Three Eras in Woman’s Life 1:185). 
-“‘As to rank,’ said Lady Darley, with a proud smile, ‘I can afford to be condescending. It 
is only people whose position is equivocal, that are compelled to build up their own 
consequence on that of their associates’” (The Three Eras of Woman’s Life 1:194). 
-“Sir Herbert’s attachment to the monarchy, and his admiration of the government of his 
country, were not inferior to his respect for the members of our two legislative chambers; 
and he looked upon a knight of a shire as a being not to be exceeded in merit, except by 
an individual of the Upper House. The little initials M.P. attached to a man’s name, were, 
in his ideas, the distinctive attributes of probity, independence, genius, and patriotism” 
(Almack’s Revisited 1:209). 
-“The Plantagenets are, in fact, not people of the first fashion, having lived too much in 
the country” (Hyde Nugent 1:239).  
 
Smoking/Snuff/Tobacco 
-“The use of cigars has come in since my time (and, I must own, is adopted by many 
people of the first fashion)” (Sketches and Travels in London 208). 
-“If your hair or clothes do not smell of tobacco, as they sometimes, it must be confessed, 
do, you will not be less popular among ladies . . . . if you must smoke, smoke in an old 
coat, and away from the ladies” (Sketches and Travels in London 215). 
-“I vow and believe that the cigar has been one of the greatest creature-comforts of my a 
life – a kind companion, a gentle stimulant, an amiable anodyne, a cementer of 
friendship. May I die if I abuse that kindly weed which has given me so much pleasure!” 
(Sketches and Travels in London 243). 



-“He had become enamoured of Miss Lucy Grey by seeing her smoke a cigar, and by 
hearing her declare, she would be hanged if she hadn’t another” (Finesse 1:203). 
-“a squire, who has ridden five miles for an appetite, may lose all the fruits of his labour 
by his unpleasant vicinity to a cigar-fancier” (At Home 2:22).  
-“’His Highness, a first-rate diplomatist . . . and his consort, with a countenance like 
Cleopatra, and a tiara like a constellation, [was] famed alike for her shawls and her snuff” 
(The Young Duke 1:31).  
 
Money/Budget 
-“They had about thirty-thousand pounds each; which in England is considered as a 
comfortable, and in Ireland as a very large fortune” (The Davenels 1:134). 
-“An heiress, with thirty thousand pounds . . . can never fail of attracting numberless 
suitors” (Harold the Exile 1:115-116). 
-“Both the ladies were affluent in means: they had at least a thousand a-year” (Finesse 
1:275).  
-“men will not marry girls with small fortunes. Nothing less than £20,000 goes down 
now-a-days” (Finesse 2:24). 
-“It is just the sort of property a man likes to come into; - he succeeds two old bachelor 
uncles, who never allowed an axe or a surveyor to come within reach of the premises. 
Old Sir Brooke considered the family timber as inviolable as the family diamonds” (Pin 
Money 1:3).  
-“Poor dear Launceston could not endure to see a woman worldly-wise; he never suffered 
me to talk to him about his pecuniary concerns; and used to say that a managing woman 
deserved to wear a beard by way of penance” (Pin Money 1:7).  
-“With Fred.’s ten thousand pounds, I should certainly demand [from her future husband] 
three thousand a-year jointure, and five hundred pin money” (Pin Money 1:19). 
-“Do you suppose the Duchess of Middlesex, or Lady Rosebank, or any other person of 
fashion . . . condescends to go blushing to her husband for a twenty pound note, if she 
wishes to perform some charitable action – or subscribe to some laudable institution – or 
pay Melnotte’s bill?” (Pin Money 1:20). 
-“‘Have you not seven or eight thousand a-year?’ ‘Which, as you must be aware, will 
only just sere to maintain our establishment, and bring us to town for the season’” (Pin 
Money 1:51).  
-“‘[Ruin] comes of men frittering away their fortunes,’ said Lord Allington, ‘in paying 
their tradesmen’s bills’” (The Princess 1:48-49) 
-“a man with a large family, who remains poor at fifty years of age, must be wanting in 
intelligence, activity, connexion, or probity” (Mrs. Armytage 1:19-20). 
-“There are two charming situations in life for a woman: one, the first freshness of 
heiress-ship and beauty, the other, youthful widowhood wit ha large jointure” (Paul 
Clifford 2:50). 
-“20,000l. a year, even without management, may buy a coronet” (Almack’s 1:300). 
-“I supposed you have heard that Lord Winthrop is ruined, and his creditors will only 
allow him 5000l. a year” (Dacre: A Novel 1:143).  
-“If she had forty thousand pounds in her pocket, I might be in some danger of falling in 
love” (Country Houses 1:6). 



-“Country gentlemen in these days cannot afford to pay three hundred pounds per annum 
for the education of each daughter, and in the large establishments of the nobility, and 
higher class of gentry, it is, happily ,the fashion to make the nursery and the school-room 
a material part of the domestic arrangement” (Country Houses 1:198).  
-“What can induce you to marry a country girl, with no connexions, and only a paltry 
three thousand pounds for her fortune, which will scarcely provide a fitting trousseau for 
the bride of Arthur de Beauvoir?” (Agnes Serle 1:24).  
-“‘It is a notorious fact, that the Duke’s income exceeds a hundred thousand pounds [per 
year].’ ‘And his expenditure, a hundred and fifty thousand [per year]’” (The Three Eras 
of Woman’s Life 1:229).  
-“I allude to that very unsatisfactory ten or twelve thousand pounds, on the one hand too 
much, on the other too little, but which many a young beginner in the world has 
considered quite sufficient provision for his future life, and with which he flatters himself 
he can enjoy all the good things of the world” (Almack’s Revisited 1:65-66).  
-“A well-sounding name, and the two thousand per annum allowed by his father, afforded 
a creditable footing in society” (The Fair of Mayfair 1:24).  
-“I cannot endure that flippant manner with which he speaks upon all subjects, - a fellow 
of three hundred a year, Ma’am, has no right to talk so” (Love and Pride 1:10).  
 
Crossovers 
-Lady Erpingham, from Gondolphin, is part of the social circle in Victims of Society 
(108). 
-“Mrs. Coningsby” is referenced in Victims of Society (138), which is either a reference to 
Lady Coningsby in Maria Edgeworth’s Patronage (1814) or John Sterling’s Arthur 
Coningsby (1833). 
-Vivian Grey references Tremaine (49). 
-Becky in Vanity Fair references “Perkins” (82), which is a reference to Thackeray’s Mrs 
Perkins’s Ball published in 1847. 
-“I don’t know anything more delicious than the pictures of genteel life in “Ten Thousand 
a Year,” except perhaps the “Young Duke,” and “Coningsby.” . . . And what linguists 
many of our writers are! Lady Bulwer, Lady Londonderry, Sir Edward himself – they 
write the French language wit ha luxurious elegance and ease which sets them far above 
their continental rivals, of whom not one . . . knows a word of English” (The Book of 
Snobs 70). 
-“Yonder you see the old Lady Mary MacScrew” (The Book of Snobs 94) – A reference 
to Cheveley?  
-Reference to Mrs. Perkins in Sketches and Travels in London (214). 
-“your pretty little sister Fanny, who had come blushing from Miss Pinkerton’s 
Academy” (Sketches and Travels in London 222) – reference to Vanity Fair. 
-“my mother shut herself up with Tremaine” (Pelham 2:89).  
-In The Davenels (vol 2, pg. 72), they reference a Miss Danvers. Possible relation to 
Hook’s Sayings and Doings, Or Danvers 
-“Lady Julia Danvers” in Ernest Maltravers pp.1:35. Possible relation to Hook’s Sayings 
and Doings, Or Danvers. 


